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Appearance/Beauty/Looks 

Beauty is all very well at first sight; but whoever looks at it when it has been in the house three days? - George 

Bernard Shaw 

Beauty is an ecstasy; it is as simple as hunger. There is really nothing to be said about it. It is l ike the perfume of a 

rose: you can smell it and that is all. - William Somerset Maugham 

Being natural is simply a pose, and the most irritating pose I know. - Oscar Wilde 

Better to hunt in fields, for health unbought, Than fee the doctor for a nauseous draught, The wise for cure on 

exercise depend; God never made his work for man to mend. - John Dryden 

Charm is more than beauty. - Anonymous 

Doctors think a lot of patients are cured who have simply quit in disgust. - Don Herold 

Fashion, which elevates the bad to the level of the good, subsequently turns its back on bad and good alike. - Eric 

Bently 

Glamour: The indefinable something about a girl with a big bosom. - Abe Burrows 

A hat should be taken off when you greet a lady and left off for the rest of your l ife. Nothing looks more stupid 

than a hat. - P.J.O'Rourke 

I believe that the Good Lord gave us a finite number of heartbeats and I'm damned if I'm going to use up mine 

running up and down a street. - Neil Armstrong 

I hate to see men overdressed a man ought to look like he's put together by accident, not added up on purpose. - 

Christopher Morley 

I have never known a person to l ive to be one hundred and be remarkable for anything else. - Josh Billings 

If you think health care is expensive now, wait until you see what it costs when it's free. - P.J.O'Rourke 

If you want a golden rule that will fit everything, this is it: Have nothing in your houses that you do not know to be 

useful or believe to be beautiful. - William Morris 

I'm tired of all this nonsense about beauty being only skin-deep. That's deep enough. What do you want an 

adorable pancreas? - Jean Kerr 

In its early stages, insomnia is almost an oasis in which those who have to think or suffer darkly take refuge. - 

Sidonie Gabrielle Colette 

It is a good idea to 'shop around' before you settle on a doctor. Ask about the condition of his Mercedes. Ask about 

the competence of his mechanic. Don't be shy! After a ll, you're paying for it. - Dave Barry 

It is amazing how complete is the delusion that beauty is goodness. - Leo Tolstoy 

It is foolish to tear one's hair in grief, as though sorrow would be made less by baldness. - Cicero 



It is much more important to know what sort of a patient has a disease than what sort of a disease a patient has. - 

William Osler 

It's a good thing that beauty is only skin deep, or I'd be rotten to the core. - Phyllis Diller 

I've never been an intellectual but I have this look. - Woody Al len 

Nothing cures insomnia l ike the realization that it's time to get up. - Anonymous 

People often say that 'beauty is in the eye of the beholder,' and I say that the most l iberating thing about beauty is 

realizing that you are the beholder. This empowers us to find beauty in places where others have not dared to 

look, including inside ourselves. - Salma Hayek 

Polished brass will pass upon more people than rough gold. - Lord Chesterfield 

She looks l ike the deluxe edition of a wicked French novel meant especially for the English market. - Oscar Wilde 

Show people tend to treat their finances l ike their dentistry. They assume the man handling it knows what he is 

doing. - Dick Cavett 

Strange that the vanity which accompanies beauty should persist after the beauty was gone. - Aristotle 

Sublime upon sublime scarcely presents a contrast, and we need a l ittle rest from everything, even the beautiful. - 

Victor Hugo 

Tell them dear, that if eyes were made for seeing, then beauty is its own excuse for being. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

The art of Medicine consists of amusing the patient while nature cures the disease. - Voltaire 

The fashion wears out more apparel than the man. - William Shakespeare 

The good physician treats the disease; the great physician treats the patient who has the disease. - William Osler 

The greatest of follies is to sacrifice health for any other kind of happiness. - Arthur Schopenhauer 

The patient is not l ikely to recover who makes the doctor his heir. - Thomas Fuller 

The perception of beauty is a moral test. - Henry David Thoreau 

The secret of happiness is to admire without desiring. - Francis H. Bradley 

There is another advantage of being poor a doctor will cure you faster. - Kin Hubbard 

There is no excellent beauty that hath not some strangeness in the proportion. - Francis Bacon 

There is no pleasure worth forgoing just for an extra three years in the geriatric ward. - John Mortimer 

There is something terribly morbid in the modern sympathy with pain. One should sympathize with the color, the 

beauty, the joy of l ife. The less said about l ife's sores the better. - Oscar Wilde 

There's just something I don't l ike about him. I can't put my finger on it, but if I did, I'd have to wash it. - Golden 

Girls 



Those who think they have not time for bodily exercise will sooner or later have to find time for illness. - Edward 

Stanley 

Very few people look the part and are it too. - Don Herold 

When it comes to staying young, a mind-lift beats a facelift any day. - Marty Bucella 

Where lipstick is concerned, the important thing is to accept God's final word on where your lips end. - Jerry 

Seinfeld 

You can't blame me for looking like this on purpose. - Anna Kournikova 

 

Art/Movies/Music/Theatre/Criticism 

2,400,000 Americans play the accordion hopefully not at the same time. - Anonymous 

A censor is a man who knows more things than he thinks you ought to. - Granville Hicks 

A critic is a man who knows the way but can't drive the car. - Kenneth Tynan 

A drama critic is a person who surprises the playwright by informing him what he meant. - Wilson Mizner 

A drawing is always dragged down to the level of its caption. - James Thurber 

A first-rate soup is more creative than a second-rate painting. - Abraham Maslow 

A man paints with his brains and not with his hands. - Michelangelo 

A picture is worth a thousand words, but try saying that with a picture. - Anonymous 

A telescope will magnify a star a thousand times, but a good press agent can do even better. - Fred Allen 

Abstract art? A product of the untalented, sold by the unprincipled to the utterly bewildered. - Al Capp 

Ah, good taste! What a dreadful thing! - Pablo Picasso 

All art is but imitation of nature. - Lucius Annaeus Seneca 

An associate producer is the only guy in Hollywood who will associate with a producer. - Fred Allen 

Another unsettling element in modern art is that common symptom of immaturity, the dread of doing what has 

been done before. - Edith Wharton 

Any fool can paint a picture, but it takes a wise man to be able to sell it. - Samuel Butler 

Anyone who sees and paints a sky green and fields blue ought to be sterilized. - Adolf Hitler 

Anything that is too stupid to be spoken is sung. - Voltaire 

Art God's grandchild. - Dante Alighieri 

Art is making something out of nothing and selling it. - Frank Zappa 



Art is the objectification of feeling. - Herman Melville 

Art is what you can get away with. - Andy Warhol 

Art produces ugly things which frequently become more beautiful with time. Fashion, on the other hand, produces 

beautiful things which always become ugly with time. - Jean Cocteau 

As idle as a painted ship. Upon a painted ocean. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Censorship is telling a man he can't have a steak just because a baby can't chew it. - Mark Twain 

Confidence in nonsense is a requirement for the creative process. - Anonymous 

Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes. Art is knowing which ones to keep. - Scott Adams 

Creativity is intelligence having fun. - Anonymous 

Criticism is prejudice made plausible. - H. L. Mencken 

Does your granny always tell you, that the old songs are the best?, Then she's up and rock and rolling with the rest. 

- Noddy Holder 

Drama Critics are there to show gay actors what it is like to have a wife. - Hugh Leonard 

Drama is life with the dull bits left out. - Alfred Hitchcock 

Every creator painfully experiences the chasm between his inner vision and its ultimate expression. The chasm is 

never completely bridged. We all have the conviction, perhaps i llusory, that we have much more to say than 

appears on the paper. - Isaac Bashevis Singer 

Every portrait that is painted with feeling is a portrait of the artist, not of the sitter. - Oscar Wilde 

Excess on occasion is exhilarating. It prevents moderation from acquiring the deadening effect of a habit. - William 

Somerset Maugham 

Give me a museum, and I'll fill it. - Pablo Picasso 

Has anybody ever seen a dramatic critic in the daytime? Of course not. They come out after dark, up to no good. - 

P.G.Wodehouse 

Hell is full of musical amateurs. - George Bernard Shaw 

History has remembered the kings and warriors, because they destroyed; Art has remembered the people, 

because they created. - William Morris 

I choose a block of marble and chop off whatever I don't need. - Auguste Rodin 

I dream for a l iving. - Steven Spielberg 

I dream my painting, and then I paint my dream. - Vincent van Gogh 



I feel strongly that the visual arts are of vast importance. Of course I could be prejudiced. I am a visual art. - Kermit 

The Frog 

I have the simplest tastes. I am always satisfied with the best. - Oscar Wilde 

I saw the angel in the marble and carved until I set him free. - Michelangelo 

I worry that the person who thought up Muzak may be thinking up something else. - Lily Tomlin 

I wouldn't say I invented tacky, but I definitely brought it to its present high popularity. - Bette Midler 

If my critics saw me walking over the Thames they would say it was because I couldn't swim. - Margaret Thatcher 

If people knew how hard I work to get my mastery, it wouldn't seem too wonderful after all. - Michelangelo 

If you cannot learn to love real art at least learn to hate sham art. - William Morris 

If you have a burning, restless urge to write or paint, simply eat something sweet and the feeling will pass. - Fran 

Lebowitz 

If you want to make beautiful music, you must play the black and the white notes together. - Richard Nixon 

If you're not failing every now and again, it's a sign you're not doing anything very innovative. - Woody Allen 

Imitation is the sincerest form of television. - Fred Allen 

In a good play, everyone is in the right. - Fredrich Hebbel 

It is frequently the tragedy of the great artist, as it is of the great scientist, that he frightens the ordinary man. - 

Loren Eiseley 

It is good taste, and good taste alone, that possesses the power to sterilize and is always the first handic ap to any 

creative functioning. - Salvador Dali 

It may be a small world, but I'd sure hate to paint it. - Bumper Sticker 

It seems to me a wretched national compulsion to be gratified by mediocrity when the excellent lies before us. - 

Isaac D'Israeli 

It takes a lot of imagination to be a good photographer. You need less imagination to be a painter because you can 

invent things. But in photography everything is so ordinary; it takes a lot of looking before you learn to see the 

extraordinary. - David Bailey 

I've got a simple rule: if I can do it, it's not art. - Rick Green 

Kitsch causes two tears to flow in quick succession. The first tear says: How nice to see children running on the 

grass! The second tear says: How nice to be moved, together with all mankind, by children running on the grass! It 

is the second tear that makes kitsch kitsch. - Milan Kundera 

Knowing what you cannot do is more important than knowing what you can do. In fact, that's good taste. - 

Anonymous 



Lord, grant that I may always desire more than I accomplish. - Michelangelo 

Mary Martin is ok if you like talent. - Ethel Merman 

Modern art is what happens when painters stop looking at girls and persuade themselves that they have a better 

idea. - John Anthony Ciardi 

Most TV shows don't reward you for paying attention. - Matt Groening 

Mr.Lore's idea of playing a he man was to extend his chest 3 inches and then follow it slowly across the stage. - 

Haywood Broun 

Music expresses that which cannot be said and on which it is impossible to be silent. - Victor Hugo 

Music with dinner is an insult both to the cook and the violinist. - G.K.Chesterton 

My father hated radio and could not wait for television to be invented so he could hate that too. - Peter De Vries 

My mother said to me, 'If you are a soldier, you will become a general. If you are a monk, you will become the 

Pope.' Instead, I was a painter, and became Picasso. - Pablo Picasso 

Never judge a book by its movie. - J. W. Eagan 

Next to excellence, comes the appreciation of it. - William Makepeace Thackeray 

Not every story has explosions and car chases. That's why they have nudity and espionage. - Bill Barnes and Gene 

Ambaum 

Nothing is more fearful than imagination without taste. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Nothing splendid was ever created in cold blood. Heat is required to forge anything. Every great accomplishment is 

the story of a flaming heart. - Arnold H. Glasgow 

Originality is the fine art of remembering what you hear but forgetting where you heard it. - Laurence J. Peter 

Painting is easy when you don't know how, but very difficult when you do. - Edgar Degas 

Perfection has one grave defect: it is apt to be dull. - William Somerset Maugham 

Perfection is finally attained not when there is no longer anything to add but when there is no longer anything to 

take away, when a body has been stripped down to its nakedness. - Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

Seeing a murder on television... can help work off one's antagonisms. And if you haven't any antagonisms, the 

commercials will give you some. - Alfred Hitchcock 

She knows when she should come on and she knows when she should go off - it's the bit in between that foxes 

her. - Heigh Hent 

Some Native American writers enjoy being called Native American writers. - Toni Morrison 

Some painters transform the sun into a yellow spot, others transform a yellow spot into the sun. - Pablo Picasso 



Talent does what it can; genius does what it must. - Edward Bulwer -Lytton 

Talent hits a target no one else can hit; Genius hits a target no one else can see. - Arthur Schopenhauer 

Television - a medium. So called because it is neither rare nor well done. - Ernie Kovacs 

Television enables you to be entertained in your home by people you wouldn't have in your home. - David Frost 

Television has done much for psychiatry by spreading information about it, as well as contributing to the need for 

it. - Alfred Hitchcock 

Television has proved that people will look at anything rather than each other. - Ann Landers 

Television is for appearing on not for looking at. - Noel Coward 

The aim of every artist is to arrest motion, which is l ife, by artificial means and hold it fixed so that a hundred years 

later, when a stranger looks at it, it moves again since it is life. - William Feather 

The artist has one function - to affirm and glorify life. - W. Edward Brown 

The arts are an even better barometer of what is happening in our world than the stock market or the debates in 

congress. - Hendrik Willem Van Loon 

The capacity to be puzzled is the premise of all creation, be it in art or in science. - Erich Fromm 

The Detroit String Quartet played Brahms last night. Brahms lost. - Bennett Cerf 

The English public, as a mass, takes no interest in a work of art until it is told that the work in question is immoral. - 

Oscar Wilde 

The fact that no one understands you doesn't make you an artist. - Anonymous 

The music is all around us. All you have to do is l isten. - August Rush 

The only difference between me and the Surrealists is that I am a Surrealist. - Salvador Dali 

The only thing that the world will not have enough of is exaggeration. - Salvador Dali 

The principle of the Gothic architecture is infinity made imaginable. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

The reason that some portraits don't look true to l ife is that some people make no effort to resemble their 

pictures. - Salvador Dali 

The secret of my influence has always been that it remained secret. - Salvador Dali 

The Venus de Milo is a good example of what happens to somebody who won't stop biting her fingernails. - Will 

Rogers 

The way to write American music is simple. All you have to do is be an American and then write any kind of music 

you wish. - Virgil Thomson 



The world in general doesn't know what to make of originality; it is startled out of its comfortable habits of 

thought, and its first reaction is one of anger. - William Somerset Maugham 

The world today doesn't make sense, so why should I paint pictures that do? - Pablo Picasso 

There are certain things in which mediocrity is not to be endured, such as poetry, music, painting, public speaking. 

- Jean de la Bruyere 

There are some experiences in l ife which should not be demanded twice from any man, and one of them is 

l istening to the Brahms Requiem. - George Bernard Shaw 

There is a boundary to men's passions when they act from feelings; but none when they are under the influence of 

imagination. - Edmund Burke 

There’s no such thing as fun for the whole family. - Jerry Seinfeld 

This grandiose tragedy that we call modern art. - Salvador Dali 

Those who danced were thought to be quite insane by those who could not hear the music. - Angela Monet 

Those who do not want to imitate anything, produce nothing. - Salvador Dali 

Those who find ugly meanings in beautiful things are corrupt without being charming. This is a fault. Those who 

find beautiful meanings in beautiful things are the cultivated. For these there is hope. They are the elect to whom 

beautiful things mean only Beauty. - Oscar Wilde 

To do just the opposite is also a form of imitation. - Georg C. Lichtenberg 

To refuse awards is another way of accepting them with more noise than is normal. - Mark Twain 

To reveal art and conceal the artist is art's aim. - Oscar Wilde 

We all  know that Art is not truth. Art is a l ie that makes us realize truth. - Pablo Picasso 

What a heavy burden is a name that has become too famous. - Voltaire 

What I’ve learned is that life is too short and movies are too long. - Denis Leary 

When a daytime TV episode features a man killing his best friend who cheated with his wife, we laugh and label it a 

soap. But what if this happened in front of our eyes without the wide-eyed acting, without the dramatic music, 

without the cliffhanger cut to commercials? Wouldn't we just call it l ife? - Baradwaj Rangan 

When a thing has been said and said well, have no scruple. Take it and copy it. - Anatole France 

When you aim for perfection, you discover it's a moving target. - George Fisher 

You have to systematically create confusion, it sets creativity free. - Salvador Dali 

  



Attitude/Optimism/Pessimism 

A fly, Sir, may sting a stately horse and make him wince; but, one is but an insect, and the other is a horse still. - 

Samuel Johnson 

A grouch escapes so many little annoyances that it almost pays to be one. - Kin Hubbard 

A healthy attitude is contagious but don't wait to catch it from others. Be a carrier. - Tom Stoppard 

A lamp when lit l ights a place that has been dark even for a thousand years. - Ecknath Eswaran 

A man gazing on the stars is at the mercy of the puddles on the road. - Alexander Smith 

A man should look for what is, and not for what he thinks should be. - Albert Einstein 

A man who suffers before it is necessary, suffers more than is necessary. - Lucius Annaeus Seneca 

A miracle that takes place again and again and again is no longer a miracle; it's just a nuisance. - Robert A. Heinlein 

A pat on the back, through only a few vertebrae removed from a kick in the pants, is miles ahead in results. - 

Bennett Cerf 

A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty. - Winston 

Churchill 

A pessimist? That's a person who has been intimately acquainted with an optimist. - Elbert Hubbard 

A smile is a facelift that's in everyone's price range! - Tom Wilson 

A smile is happiness you'll find right under your nose. - Tom Wilson 

A successful person is one who can lay a firm foundation with the bricks that others throw at him. - David Brink 

Adversity does not make us frail; it only shows us how frail we are. - Abraham Lincoln 

Aerodynamically, the bumble bee shouldn't be able to fly, but the bumble bee doesn't know it so it goes on flying 

anyway. - Mary Kay Ash 

All battles are fought by scared men who would have rather have been somewhere else. - John Wayne 

Ambition is a poor excuse for not having enough sense to be lazy. - Steven Wright 

An adventure is only an inconvenience rightly considered. An inconvenience is only an adventure wrongly 

considered. - G.K.Chesterton 

An error doesn't become a mistake until you refuse to correct it. - Orlando A. Battista 

An optimist may see a l ight where there is none, but why must the pessimist always run to blow it out? - Rene 

Descartes 

Any tool, when dropped, will roll into the least accessible corner. - Anthony's Law of the Workshop 

Bad is never good until worse happens. - Anonymous 



Be like a postage stamp. Stick to one thing until you get there. - Josh Billings 

Be pleasant until ten o'clock in the morning and the rest of the day will take care of itself. - Elbert Hubbard 

Because your own strength is unequal to the task, do not assume that it is beyond the powers of man; but if 

anything is within the powers and province of man, believe that it is within your own compass also. - Marcus 

Aurelius 

Before you attempt to beat the odds, be sure you could survive the odds beating you. - Larry Kersten 

Being an optimist after you've got everything you want doesn't count. - Kin Hubbard 

Better a diamond with a flaw than a pebble without. - Confucius 

Better keep yourself clean and bright; you are the window through which you must see the world. - George 

Bernard Shaw 

Better to l ight a candle than curse the darkness. - Chinese Proverb 

By asking for the impossible we obtain the best possible. - Italian Proverb 

Character is not made in a crisis - it's only exhibited. - Robert Freeman 

Damaged people are dangerous. They know they can survive. - Josephine Hart 

Defeat isn't bitter if you don't swallow it. - Anonymous 

Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Don't cry when the sun is gone, because the tears won't let you see the stars. - Violeta Parra 

Don't ever become a pessimist; a pessimist is correct oftener than an optimist, but an optimist has more fun and 

neither can stop the march of events. - Robert A. Heinlein 

Don't let one cloud obliterate the whole sky. - Anais Nin 

Don't wish it were easier, wish you were better. - Jim Rohn 

Drag your thoughts away from your troubles... by the ears, by the heels, or any other way you can manage it. - 

Mark Twain 

Each problem that I solved became a rule which served afterwards to solve other problems. - Rene Descartes 

Enjoy when you can, and endure when you must. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Even cowards can endure hardship; only the brave can endure suspense. - Mignon McLaughlin 

Even in the desolate wilderness, stars can still shine. - Aoi Jiyuu Shiroi Nozomi 

Few things help an individual more than to place responsibility upon him, and to let him know that you trust him. - 

Booker T. Washington 

First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win. - Mahatma Gandhi 



Forgiveness is not an occasional act: it is a permanent attitude. - Martin Luther King, Jr 

Fortune knocks but once, but misfortune has much more patience. - Laurence J. Peter 

Given a choice between two theories, take the one which is funnier. - Blore's Razor 

Happiness consists in activity. It is running steam, not a stagnant pool. - Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Happiness is a choice that requires effort at times. - Anonymous 

He is so unlucky that he runs into accidents, which started out to happen to someone else. - Don Marquis 

He who fears he will suffer, already suffers from his fear. - Michel de Montaigne 

Henceforth I ask not good fortune. I myself am good fortune. - Walt Whitman 

How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before beginning to improve the world. - Anne Frank 

I always l ike to look on the optimistic side of l ife, but I am realistic enough to know that l ife is a complex matter. - 

Walt Disney 

I always wanted to be somebody, but now I realize I should have been more specific. - Lily Tomlin 

I always wondered why somebody doesn't do something about that. Then I realized I was somebody. - Lily Tomlin 

I am an old man and have known a great many troubles, but most of them never happened. - Mark Twain 

I believe there are more urgent and honorable occupations than the incomparable waste of time we call suffering. 

- Sidonie Gabrielle Colette 

I do not pray for a l ighter load, but for a stronger back. - Philip Brookes 

I don't build in order to have clients. I have clients in order to build. - Ayn Rand 

I don't get upset over things I can't control, because if I can't control them there's no use getting upset. And I don't 

get upset over the things I can control, because if I can control them there's no use in getting upset. - Mickey Rivers 

I don't have an attitude problem: you have a perception problem! - Anonymous 

I l ike my way of doing things better than your way of not doing them. - D. L. Moody 

I never gave or took an excuse. - Florence Nightingale 

I take each day just one anxiety attack at a time. - Tom Wilson 

I took the road less travelled by, and that has made all the difference. - Robert Frost 

I was seldom able to see an opportunity until it had ceased to be one. - Mark Twain 

I'd rather be a could be if I cannot be an are; because a could-be is a maybe who is reaching for a star. I'd rather be 

a has-been than a might-have-been, by far; for a might-have-been has never been, but a has was once an are. - 

Milton Berle 



If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer. Let him step 

to the music which he hears, however measured or far away. - Henry David Thoreau 

If anything simply cannot go wrong, it will anyway. - Anonymous 

If at first you don't succeed, try, try again. Then quit. No use being a damn fool about it. - W.C.Fields 

If everything is coming your way then you're in the wrong lane. - Anonymous 

If everything is under control, you are going too slow. - Mario Andretti 

If I had known what it would be like to have it all - I might have been willing to settle for less. - Lily Tomlin 

If I knew what I was so anxious about, I wouldn't be so anxious. - Mignon McLaughlin 

If something can go wrong, it will. - Anonymous 

If there is a possibility of several things going wrong, the one that will cause the most damage will be the one to go 

wrong. - Anonymous 

If there is a worse time for something to go wrong, it will happen then. - Anonymous 

If we see light at the end of the tunnel it is probably the light of an oncoming train. - Robert Lowell 

If you are going through hel l, keep going. - Sir Winston Churchill 

If you can't get rid of the skeleton in your closet, you'd best teach it to dance. - George Bernard Shaw 

If you don't l ike something, change it. If you can't change it, change your attitude. Don't complain. - Maya Angelou 

If you don't want to do something, one excuse is as good as another. - Anonymous 

If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop diggin'. - Anonymous 

If you have built castles in the air, your work need not be lost; that is where they should be. Now put the 

foundations under them. - Henry David Thoreau 

If you want a symbolic gesture, don't burn the flag; wash it. - Norman Thomas 

If you want to build a ship, don't drum up people to collect wood and don't assign them tasks and work, but rather 

teach them to long for the endless immensity of the sea. - Antoine de SaintExupery 

If you want to forget all your other troubles, wear too tight shoes. - The Houghton Line 

In any moment of decision the best thing you can do is the right thing, the next best thing is the wrong thing, and 

the worst thing you can do is nothing. - Theodore Roosevelt 

In the depth of winter I finally learned that there was in me an invincible summer. - Albert Camus 

In the long run, the pessimist may be proved right, but the optimist has a better time on the trip. - Daniel L. 

Reardon 

It does not do to leave a l ive dragon out of your calculations, if you live near him. - J. R. R. Tolkien 



It doesn't do any good to sit up and take notice if you keep on sitting. - Anonymous 

It is best to act with confidence, no matter how little right you have to it. - Li l lian Hellman 

It is much easier to be critical than to be correct. - Benjamin Disraeli 

It is not titles that honor men, but men that honor titles. - Niccolo Machiavelli 

It is right to be contented with what we have, but never with what we are. - Sir James Mackintosh 

It isn't the mountain ahead that wears you out - it's the grain of sand in your shoe. - Anonymous 

It takes a kind of shabby arrogance to survive in our time, and a fairly romantic nature to want to. - Edgar Z. 

Friedenberg 

It takes less time to do something right the first time, than it does to explain why you did it wrong. - Anonymous 

It's a funny thing about l ife; if you refuse to accept anything but the best, you very often get it. - William Somerset 

Maugham 

It's hard to face tomorrow, but it's easier than facing no tomorrow. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

It's hard to lead a cavalry charge if you think you look funny on a horse. - Adlai Stevenson 

It's not because things are difficult that we dare not venture. It's because we dare not venture that they are 

difficult. - Lucius Annaeus Seneca 

Just cause you got the monkey off your back doesn't mean the circus has left town. - George Carlin 

Life is simpler when you plow around the stump. - Anonymous 

Look at everything as though you were seeing it for the first time or the last time. Then your time on earth will be 

fi l led with glory. - Betty Smith 

Mediocrity takes a lot less time and most people won't notice the difference until it's too late. - Larry Kersten 

Most human beings have an almost infinite capacity for taking things for granted. - Aldous Huxley 

Never run after your own hat others will be delighted to do it; why spoil their fun. - Anonymous 

No doubt there are other important things in life besides conflict, but there are not many other things so inevitably 

interesting. - Robert Lynd 

No matter how cynical you become, it's never enough to keep up. - Lily Tomlin 

No matter what happens, somebody will find a way to take it too seriously. - Dave Barry 

Nobody really cares if you're miserable, so you might as well be happy. - Cynthia Nelms 

Noli i llegitimi carborundum: Don't let the bastards grind you down. - Anonymous 

Nothing is impossible, only improbable, impractical or unfeasible. - Anonymous 



Nothing is so good as it seems beforehand. - George Eliot 

Nothing splendid has ever been achieved except by those who dared believe that something inside of them was 

superior to circumstance. - Bruce Barton 

Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you take your eyes off your goal. - Henry Ford 

Of course I'm an optimist. What's the point of being anything else? - Sir Winston Churchill 

One of the annoying things about believing in free will and individual responsibility is the difficulty of f inding 

somebody to blame your problems on. And when you do find somebody, it's remarkable how often his picture 

turns up on your driver's l icense. - P.J.O'Rourke 

One of the nice things about problems is that a good many of them do not exist except in our imaginations. - Steve 

Allen 

One of the symptoms of an approaching nervous breakdown is the belief that one's work is terribly important. - 

Bertrand Russell 

Only those who will risk going too far can possibly find out how far one can go. - T. S. Eliot 

Optimism: The doctrine that everything is beautiful, including what is ugly, everything good, especially the bad, 

and everything right that is wrong... It is hereditary, but fortunately not contagious. - Ambrose Bierce 

Optimism: Waiting for a ship to come in when you haven't sent one out. - Anonymous 

Our doubts are traitors, and make us lose the good we oft might win, By fearing to attempt. - William Shakespeare 

Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall. - Confucius 

Ours is a world where people don't know what they want and are willing to go through hell to get it. - Donald 

Marquis 

People become attached to their burdens sometimes more than the burdens are attached to them. - George 

Bernard Shaw 

People don't ever seem to relate that doing what's right is no guarantee against misfortune. - William McFee 

People expect too much of one year and too little of ten. - George Bernard Shaw 

People only see what they are prepared to see. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

People who never get carried away should be. - Malcolm Forbes 

Perfect happiness is the absence of striving for happiness. - ChuangTse 

Perfection means not perfect actions in a perfect world, but appropriate actions in an imperfect one. - R. H. Blyth 

Reaching high keeps a man on his toes. - Anonymous 

Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss, you'll land among the stars. - Les Brown 



Smile when picking up the phone. The caller will hear it in your voice. - H. Jackson Brown, Jr 

Some folks want their luck buttered. - Thomas Hardy 

Some people color inside the lines, others color outside the lines. Me? I eat the crayons. - Bill Carter 

Some say cling to the earth while others say reach for the stars. There's time enough for the earth in the grave. - 

Anonymous 

Some see the glass as half-empty, some see the glass as half-full. I see the glass as too big. - George Carlin 

Sometimes a scream is better than a thesis. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Sometimes the road less traveled is less traveled for a reason. - Jerry Seinfeld 

Sour, sweet, bitter, pungent, all must be tasted. - Chinese Proverb 

Stil l  round the corner there may wait, A new road or a secret gate. - J. R. R. Tolkien 

The applause of a single human being is of great consequence. - Samuel Johnson 

The best way to cheer yourself up is to try to cheer somebody else up. - Mark Twain 

The best way to escape from a problem is to solve it. - Alan Saporta 

The best way to get approval is not to need it. - Hugh Macleod 

The darker the night, the brighter the stars. - Vasily Rozanov 

The definition of FEAR is False Evidence Appearing Real. - Anonymous 

The difference between mediocrity and excellence is attention to detail. - Sebastian J. Barbarito 

The difference between ordinary and extraordinary is that l ittle EXTRA. - Anonymous 

The fastest way to succeed is to look as i f you're playing by somebody else's rules, while quietly playing by your 

own. - Michael Korda 

The giving is the hardest part; what does it cost to add a smile? - Jean de la Bruyere 

The graveyard is full of people who thought the world couldnot continue without them. - Anonymous 

The greatest mistake you can make in this life is to be continually fearing you will make one. - Elbert Hubbard 

The man who never makes mistakes loses a great many chances to learn something. - Anonymous 

The mightiest oak in the forest is just a l ittle nut that held its ground. - Anonymous 

The more you have to l ive for, the less you need to l ive on. - Sydney J. Harris 

The only real mistake is the one from which we learn nothing. - John Powell 



The optimist proclaims that we live in the best of all possible worlds, and the pessimist fears this is true. - James 

Branch Cabell 

The problem is not that there are problems. The problem is expecting otherwise and thinking that having problems 

is a problem. - Theodore Rubin 

The robbed that smiles, steals something from the thief. - William Shakespeare 

The rung of a ladder was never meant to rest upon, but only to support your weight long enough so you can reach 

for something higher. - Anonymous 

The squeaky wheel may get the most oil, but it's also the first to be replaced. - Marilyn Vos Savant 

The stoical scheme of supplying our wants by lopping off our desires, is l ike cutting off our feet when we want 

shoes. - Jonathan Swift 

The true meaning of l ife is to plant trees, under whose shade you do not expect to sit. - Nelson Henderson 

The whole world steps aside for the man who knows where he is going. - Anonymous 

The willow knows what the storm does not, that the power to endure harm outlives the power to inflict it. - 

Anonymous 

The willow which bends to the tempest often escapes better than the oak which resists it. - Sir Walter Scott 

The world belongs to the enthusiast who keeps cool. - William McFee 

There are only two ways to l ive your l ife. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is 

a miracle. - Albert Einstein 

There are two ways of spreading light: to be the candle or the mirror that reflects it. - Edith Wharton 

There is an island of opportunity in the middle of every difficulty. Miss that, though, and you're pretty much 

doomed. - Larry Kersten 

There is no pleasure in having nothing to do; the fun is in having lots to do and not doing it. - Mary Wilson Little 

There is no sadder sight than a young pessimist. - Mark Twain 

There is only one way to happiness and that is to cease worrying about things which are beyond the power of our 

will. - Epictetus 

There is something beautiful about all scars of whatever nature. A scar means the hurt is over, the wound is closed 

and healed, done with. - Harry Crews 

There's a mighty big difference between good, sound reasons and reasons that sound good. - Burton Hillis 

Things may come to those that wait, but only things left by those that hustle. - Abraham Lincoln 

Though no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone can start from now and make a brand new 

ending. - Anonymous 



Though we travel the world over to find the beautiful, we must carry it with us, or we find it not. - Ralph Waldo 

Emerson 

To avoid criticism, do nothing, say nothing, and be nothing. - Elbert Hubbard 

To be content with l ittle is hard; to be content with much, impossible. - Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach 

To be upset over what you don't have is to waste what you do have. - Ken S. Keyes, Jr. 

Too many people miss the silver l ining because they're expecting gold. - Maurice Seitter 

True contentment depends not upon what we have; a tub was large enough for Diogenes, but a world was too 

little for Alexander. - C.C.Colton 

Use what talents you possess: the woods would be very silent if no birds sang there except those that sang the 

best. - Henry Van Dyke 

We cannot hold a torch to l ight another's path without brightening our own. - Ben Sweetland 

We who lived in concentration camps can remember the men who walked through the huts comforting others, 

giving away their last piece of bread. They may have been few in number, but they offer sufficient proof that 

everything can be taken from a man but one thing: the last of human freedoms to choose one's attitude in any 

given set of circumstances to choose one's own way. - Victor Frankl 

Well honey, look at the bright side. What bright side? Jeez, honey, it is just an expression - Will and Grace 

What l ies behind us and what l ies before us are tiny matters compared to what l ies within us. - Ralph Waldo 

Emerson 

What we need is to use what we have. - Susan Sontag 

What you can't get out of, get into wholeheartedly. - Mignon McLaughlin 

When it comes to worrying and painting a picture know when to stop. - Anonymous 

When it is dark enough, you can see the stars. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

When one door of happiness closes, another opens; but often we look so long at the closed door that we do not 

see the one which has opened for us. - Helen Keller 

When the going gets tough, the tough get going. The smart left a long time ago. - Larry Kersten 

When you come to a fork in the road, take it. - Yogi Berra 

When you earnestly believe you can compensate for a lack of skill by doubling your efforts, there's no end to what 

you can't do. - Larry Kersten 

When you get to the end of your rope, tie a knot and hang on. - Franklin D. Roosevelt 

When you want to test the depths of a stream, don't use both feet. - Chinese Proverb 

When your future arrives, will you blame your past? - Robert Half 



Why be disagreeable, when with a little effort you can be impossible. - Douglas Woodruff 

Worrying is l ike a rocking chair, it gives you something to do, but it doesn't get you anywhere. - Anonymous 

Would ye both eat your cake and have your cake? - John Heywood 

You can complain because roses have thorns, or you can rejoice because thorns have roses. - Ziggy 

You cant be brave if youve only had wonderful things happen to you. - Mary Tyler Moore 

You see things as they are and ask, 'Why?' I dream things as they never were and ask, 'Why not?' - George Bernard 

Shaw 

 

Age/Health 

A bachelor never quite gets over the idea that he is thing of beauty and a boy forever. - Helen Rowland 

A person is always startled when he hears himself seriously called an old man for the first time. - Oliver Wendell 

Holmes 

A young man must let his ideas grow, not be continually rooting them up to see how they are getting on. - Will iam 

McFee 

Age is an issue of mind over matter. If you don't mind, it doesn't matter. - Mark Twain 

Alas, after a certain age every man is responsible for his face. - Albert Camus 

Another belief of mine; that everyone else my age is an adult, whereas I am merely in disguise. - Margaret Atwood 

As a graduate of Zsa Zsa Gabor School of Creative Mathematics, I honestly do not know how old I am. - Erma 

Bombeck 

At a formal dinner party, the person nearest death should always be seated closest to the bathroom. - George 

Carlin 

At fifty everyone has the face he deserves. - George Orwell  

Boys will  be boys, and so will  a lot of middle-aged men. - Kin Hubbard 

Do not regret growing older. It is a privilege denied to many. - Anonymous 

Don't worry about avoiding temptation as you grow older, it starts avoiding you. - Anonymous 

Error is acceptable as long as we are young; but one must not drag it along into old age. - Johann Wolfgang Von 

Goethe 

Everything I know I learned after I was thirty. - Georges Clemenceau 

For years I wanted to be older, and now I am. - Margaret Atwood 

Fun is l ike l ife insurance; the older you get, the more it costs. - Kin Hubbard 

I am an old man and have known a great many troubles, but most of them never happened. - Mark Twain 

I have come to the conclusion that a good reliable set of bowels is worth more to a man than any quantity of 

brains. - Josh Bill ings 



I will  never be an old man. To me, old age is always 15 years older than I am. - Francis Bacon 

I’m at the age where my back goes out more than I do. - Phyllis Diller 

If you associate enough with older people who do enjoy their l ives, who are not stored away in any golden ghettos, 

you will  gain a sense of continuity and of the possibil ity for a full  l ife. - Tom Stoppard 

If you don't learn to laugh at troubles, you won't have anything to laugh at when you grow old. - Edgar Watson 

Howe 

Imagination grows by exercise, and contrary to common belief, is more powerful in the mature than in the young. - 

Will iam Somerset Maugham 

Inside every older person is a younger person wondering what happened. - Jennifer Yane 

It is after you have lost your teeth that you can afford to buy steaks. - Pierre Renoir 

It is autumn; not without. But within me is the cold. Youth and spring are all  about; It is I that have grown old. - 

Henry Longfellow 

It is not how old you are, but how you are old. - Jules Renard 

It is unbecoming for young men to utter maxims. - Aristotle 

It seems like once people grow up, they have no idea what's cool. - Bil l  Watterson 

It well becomes a man who is no longer young to forget that he ever was. - Seigneur de SaintEvremond 

It's amazing how much mature judgment resembles being too tired. - Robert A. Heinlein 

Middle Age is that perplexing time of l ife when we hear two voices calling us, one saying, 'Why not?' and the other, 

'Why bother?'. - Sydney J. Harris  

Middle age is when a narrow waist and a broad mind begin to change places. - Anonymous 

Middle age is when you're sitting at home on a Saturday night and the telephone rings and you hope it isn't for 

you. - Ogden Nash 

Middle age is when you've met so many people that every new person you meet reminds you of someone else. - 

Ogden Nash 

My hairline is in recession, my waistline is in inflation. Altogether, I'm in a depression. - Rick Majerus 

No man is ever old enough to know better. - Holbrook Jackson 

Nobody can be so amusingly arrogant as a young man who has just discovered an old idea and thinks i t is his own. - 

Sydney J. Harris  

None are so old as those who have outlived enthusiasm. - Henry David Thoreau 

Nothing is more responsible for the good old days than a bad memory. - Robert Benchley 

Old age has its pleasures, which, though different, are not less than the pleasures of youth. - Will iam Somerset 

Maugham 

Old age isn't so bad when you consider the alternative - Maurice Chevalier 

Puberty is the stage children reach that gets parents to start worrying about pregnancy all  over again. - Joyce 

Armor 



Regular naps prevent old age, especially if you take them while driving. - Anonymous 

Tallulah Bankhead: I only hope I look as good as you do when I'm your age. Bette Davis: You did.  

Thanks to modern medical advances such as antibiotics, nasal spray, and Diet Coke, it has become routine for 

people in the civil ized world to pass the age of 40, sometimes more than once. - Dave Barry 

The first sign of maturity is the discovery that the volume knob also turns to the left. - Anonymous 

The idea is to die young, as late as possible. - Anonymous 

The invention of the teenager was a mistake. Once you identify a period of l ife in which people get to stay out late 

but don't have to pay taxes naturally, nobody wants to l ive any other way. - Judith Martin 

The key to successful aging is to pay as l ittle attention to it as possible. - Judith Regan 

The longer one lives, the more one realizes that nothing is a dish for everyday. - Norman Douglas 

The old believe everything, the middle aged suspect everything, the young know everything. - Anonymous 

The older I grow the more I distrust the familiar doctrine that age brings wisdom. - H. L. Mencken 

The only thing some people do is get older. - Edgar Watson Howe 

The problem with the youth of today is that one is no longer part of it. - Salvador Dali  

The surprising thing about young fools is how many survive to become old fools. - Doug Larson 

The young are generally full  of revolt, and are often pretty revolting about it. - Mignon McLaughlin 

The young know the rules, the old know the exceptions. - Anonymous 

There comes a time in every man's l ife, and I've had plenty of them. - Casey Stengel  

There is nothing so aggravating as fresh boy who is too old to ignore and too young to kick. - Kin Hubbard 

There is nothing wrong with the younger generation that becoming a taxpayer won't cure. - Dan Bennett 

There's no fool l ike an old fool you can't beat experience. - Jacob Braude 

There's nothing wrong with teenagers that reasoning with them won't aggravate. - Anonymous 

Though many people regret growing old, it’s a privilege denied to many. - Anonymous 

Time may be a great healer, but it's a lousy beautician. - Anonymous 

To get back my youth I would do anything in the world, except take exercise, get up early, or be respectable. - 

Oscar Wilde 

To me, old age is always 15 years older than I am. - Ren Descartes 

Today's younger generation is no worse than my own. We were just as ignorant and repulsive as they are, but 

nobody listened to us. - Al Capp 

We are young only once. That is all  society can stand. - Bob Bowen 

We do not count a man's years until  he has nothing else to count. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

We don't stop playing because we grow old; we grow old because we stop playing. - George Bernard Shaw 

What makes old age hard to bear is not the failing of one's faculties, mental and physical, but the burden of one's 

memories. - Will iam Somerset Maugham 



When grace is joined with wrinkles, it is adorable. There is an unspeakable dawn in happy old age. - Victor Hugo 

When I was younger I could remember anything, whether it happened or not. - Mark Twain 

When we are young we act as if we were the first young people in the world. - Eric Hoffer 

When you are young you take the kindness people show you as your right. - Will iam Somerset Maugham 

When you finally go back to your old home, you find it wasn't the old home you missed but your childhood. - Sam 

Ewing 

Whenever a man's friends begin to compliment him about looking young, he may be sure that they think he is 

growing old. - Victor Hugo 

Why should I grow up? This is more fun! - Anonymous 

Wisdom doesn't necessarily come with age. Sometimes age just shows up all  by itself. - Tom Wilson 

Wrinkles should merely indicate where smiles have been. - Mark Twain 

You can get old pretty young if you don't take care of yourself. - Yogi Berra 

You end up as you deserve. In old age you must put up with the face, the friends, the health, and the children you 

have earned. - Judith Viorst 

You know what nostalgia is, don't you? It's basically a matter of recalling the fun without re-living the pain. - Bette 

Davis 

You're never too old to grow up. - Anonymous 

Youth is wasted on the young. – Anonymous 

 

Animals/Birds/Nature/Universe 

A bee is never as busy as it seems; it's just that it can't buzz any slower. - Kin Hubbard 

A door is what a dog i s perpetually on the wrong side of. - Ogden Nash 

A man who carries a cat by the tail  learns something he can learn in no other way. - Mark Twain 

A Robin Redbreast in a cage Puts all  Heaven in a Rage. - Will iam Blake 

A tree growing out of the ground is as wonderful today as it ever was. It does not need to adopt new and startling 

methods. - Robert Henri  

All  gardeners l ive in beautiful places because they make them so. - Joseph Joubert 

All  of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention to cr iticism. - Anonymous 

An ass may bray a good while before he shakes the stars down. - George Eliot 

Any person who has spent time outdoors actually doing something, such as hunting and fishing as opposed to 

standing there with a doobie in his mouth, knows na ture is not intrinsically healthy.. - P.J.O'Rourke 

As a general rule, a modern biologist seeing an animal doing something to benefit another assumes either that it is 

being manipulated by the other individual or that it is being subtly selfish. - George Will iams 

Be like the bird that, passing on her flight awhile on boughs too slight, feels them give way beneath her, and yet 

sings, knowing that she hath wings. - Victor Hugo 



Biologically speaking, if something bites you its more likely to be female. - Desmond Morris 

Birds sing after a storm; why shouldn't people feel as free to delight in whatever remains to them? - Rose F. 

Kennedy 

But I don't want to go among mad people,' said Alice. 'Oh, you can't help that,' said the cat. 'We're all  mad here.' - 

Lewis Carroll  

Calamity, n. A more than commonly plain and unmistakable reminder that the affairs of this life are not of our own 

ordering. - Ambrose Bierce 

Cats are intended to teach us that not everything in nature has a function. - Anonymous 

Cats are smarter than dogs. You can't get eight cats to pull a sledge through the snow. - Jeff Valdez 

Cats regard people as warmblooded furniture. - Jacquelyn Mitchard 

Civil ization... wrecks the planet from seafloor to stratosphere. - Richard Bach 

Dogs come when they're called; cats take a message and get back to you later. - Mary Bly 

Don't knock the weather; ninetenths of the people couldn't start a conversation if it didn't change once in a while. 

- Kin Hubbard 

Don't sweat the petty things and don't pet the sweaty things. - George Carlin 

Eagles may soar, but weasels don't get sucked into jet engines. - Steven Wright 

Early bird gets the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese. - Stephen Wright 

Every formula which expresses a law of nature is a hymn of praise to God. - Maria Mitchell  

Flowers... are a proud assertion that a ray of beauty outvalues all the utilities of the world. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

God in his bounty and generosity always creates more horses's asses than there are horses to attach to them. - 

Thomas Perry 

God is really only another artist. He invented the giraffe, the elephant and the cat. He has no real style. He just 

goes on trying other things. - Pablo Picasso 

Guys are l ike dogs. They keep coming back. Ladies are l ike cats. Yell at a cat one time...they're gone. - Lenny Bruce 

How silent the woods would be if only the best birds sang. - Anonymous 

Human subtlety will never devise an invention more beautiful, more simple or more direct than does Nature, 

because in her inventions, nothing is lacking and nothing is superfluous. - Leonardo Da Vinci  

I am at two with nature. - Woody Allen 

I am not a cat man, but a dog man, and all felines can tell  this at a glance - a sharp, vindictive glance. - James 

Thurber 

I go to nature to be soothed and healed, and to have my senses put in order. - John Burroughs 

I learned long ago, never to wrestle with a pig. You get dirty, and besides, the pig l ikes it. - George Bernard Shaw 

I once had a sparrow alight upon my shoulder for a moment, while I was hoeing in a village garden, and I felt that I 

was more distinguished by that circumstance that I should have been by any epaulet I could have worn. - Henry 

David Thoreau 



I think it would be great to be a cat! You come and go as you please. People always feed and pet you. They don't 

expect much of you. You can play with them, and when you've had enough, you go away. You can pick and choose 

who you want to be around. You can't ask for more than that. - Patricia McPherson 

I think we consider too much the good luck of the early bird, and not enough the bad luck of the early worm. - 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

I used to laugh at my dog: l ike marking his territory was really gonna keep those other dogs away. But since I 

started doing it myself, I have to admit that my coworkers seldom come into my cubicl e any more. - J. Murphy 

I value my garden more for being full of blackbirds than of cherries, and very frankly give them fruit for their songs. 

- Joseph Addison 

I was into animal husbandry - until  they caught me at it. - Tom Lehrer 

I would like to be able to admire a man's opinions as I would his dog without being expected to take it home with 

me. - Frank A. Clark 

I'd call  him a sadistic, hippophilic necrophile, but that would be beating a dead horse. - Woody Allen 

If a dog jumps in your lap, it is because he is fond of you; but if a cat does the same thing, it is because your lap is 

warmer. - Alfred Whitehead 

If a man walks in the woods for love of them half of each day, he is in danger of being regarded as a loafer. But if 

he spends his days as a speculator, shearing off those woods and making the earth bald before her time, he is 

deemed an industrious and enterprising citizen. - Henry David Thoreau 

If cats could talk, they wouldn't. - Nan Porter 

If dogs could talk, it would take a lot of fun out of owning one. - Andrew A. Rooney 

If God had wanted us to be concerned for the plight of the toads, he would have made them cute and furry. - Dave 

Barry 

If it's true that our species is alone in the universe, then I'd have to say that the universe aimed rather low a nd 

settled for very l ittle. - George Carlin 

If it's true that: 'Early to bed and early to rise makes you healthy, wealthy, and wise', why are chickens so poor and 

stupid? - Tim Chambers 

If people sat outside and looked at the stars each night, I'l l  bet they'd l ive a lot differently. - Bil l  Watterson 

If you are a dog and your owner suggests that you wear a sweater, suggest that he wear a tail. - Fran Lebowitz 

If you get to thinkin' you're a person of some influence, try orderin' somebody else's dog around. - Anonymous 

If you think dogs can't count, try putting three dog biscuits in your pocket and then giving Fido only two of them. - 

Phil Pastoret 

I'm astounded by people who want to 'know' the universe when it's hard enough to find your way around 

Chinatown. - Woody Allen 

In creating, the only hard thing's to begin. A grassblade's no easier to make than an oak. - James Russell  Lowell  

In many cultures it is customary to answer that God created the universe out of nothing. But this is mere 

temporizing. If we wish courageously to pursue the question, we must, of course ask next where God comes from? 

And if we decide this to be unanswerable, why not save a step and conclude that the universe has always existed? 

- Cosmos 



In order to keep a true perspective of one's importance, everyone should have a dog that will  worship him and a 

cat that will  ignore him. - Dereke Bruce 

In the beginning the Universe was created. This has made a lot of people very angry and is widely regarded as a 

bad move. - Douglas Adams 

In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell l ike dirt. - Margaret Atwood 

Interestingly, according to modern astronomers, space is finite. This is a very comforting thought particularly for 

people who cannot remember where they left things. - Woody Allen 

INTERVIEWER: Can you destroy the Earth? THE TICK: Egad, I hope not! That's where I keep all  my stuff! - Ben 

Edlund 

INTERVIEWER: What has the study of biology taught you about the Creator, Dr. Haldane? HALDANE: I'm not sure, 

but He seems to be inordinately fond of beetles. - J.B.S.Haldane 

It is not necessary to know the origin of the universe; it is necessary to want to know. - George F. Will  

It is not only fine feathers that make fine birds. - Aesop 

It is not the size of the dog in the fight, it is the size of the fight in the dog! - Mark Twain 

It just wouldn't be a picnic without the ants. - Anonymous 

It was a confusion of ideas between him and one of the lions he was hunting in Kenya that had caused A. B. 

Spottsworth to make the obituary column. He thought the lion was dead, and the lion thought it wasn’t. - P G 

Wodehouse 

It's no coincidence that in no known language does the phrase 'As pretty as an airport' appear. - Douglas Adams 

Let us permit nature to have her way. She understands her business better tha n we do. - Michel de Montaigne 

Letting the cat out of the bag is a whole lot easier than putting it back in. - Anonymous 

Life is l ike a dogsled team. If you ain't the lead dog, the scenery never changes. - Anonymous 

Man is flying too fast for a world that is round. Soon he will catch up with himself in a great rear end collision. - 

James Thurber 

Man is the only animal that can remain on friendly terms with the victims he intends to eat until  he eats them. - 

Samuel Butler 

Miracles are not contrary to nature, but only contrary to what we know about nature. - Saint Augustine 

My goal in l ife is to be as good of a person my dog already thinks I am. - Anonymous 

My own suspicion is that the universe is not only stranger than we suppose, but stranger than we can sup pose. - 

J.B.S.Haldane 

Nature is by and large to be found out of doors, a location where, it cannot be argued, there are never enough 

comfortable chairs. - Fran Lebowitz 

Nature is trying very hard to make us succeed, but nature does not depend on us. We are not the only experiment. 

- R. Buckminster Fuller 

Nature teaches more than she preaches. There are no sermons in stones. It is easier to get a spark out of a stone 

than a moral. - John Burroughs 



Never try to outstubborn a cat. - Robert A. Heinlein 

Never try to teach a pig to sing. It wastes your time and annoys the pig. - Anonymous 

No matter how much the cats fight, there always seem to be plenty of kittens. - Abraham Lincoln 

No snowflake in an avalanche ever feels responsible. - Voltaire 

One day Alice came to a fork in the road and saw a Cheshire cat in a tree. 'Which road do I take?' she asked. 

'Where do you want to go?' was his response. 'I don't know,' Alice answered. 'Then,' said the cat, 'it doesn't 

matter'. - Lewis Carroll  

One dog barks at something, the rest bark at him. - Chinese proverb 

She's l ike a baby, I'm like a cat When we are happy, we both get fat. - Bare naked Ladies 

Some people are making such thorough preparation for rainy days that they aren't enjoying today's sunshine. - 

Will iam Feather 

Some people are uncomfortable with the idea that humans belong to the same class of animals as cats and cows 

and raccoons. They're l ike the people who become successful and then don't want to be reminded of the old 

neighborhood. - Phil  Donahue 

Tell a man that there are 500 billion stars in the universe and he will  believed you. Tell  him that a fence has just 

been painted and he had to touch it to find out that it has been. - Herb Cohen 

The Amen of nature is always a flower. - Oliver Wendell Holmes 

The best thing one can do when it's raining is to let it rain. - Henry Longfellow 

The best time to plant a tree is 20 years ago. The second best time to plant a tree is today. - African Proverb 

The cat could very well be man’s best friend but would never stoop to a dmitting it. - Doug Larson 

The creator of the universe works in mysterious ways. But he uses a base ten counting system and likes round 

numbers. - Scott Adams 

The doctrine that the earth is neither the center of the universe nor immovable, but moves even with a daily 

rotation, is absurd, and both philosophically and theologically false, and at the least an error of faith.(Decision 

against Galileo Galilei) - Catholic Church 

The early bird may catch the worm, but it's the second mouse that gets the cheese. - Jon Hammond 

The early bird would never catch the worm if the dumb worm slept late. - Milton Berle 

The English country gentleman galloping after a fox - the unspeakable in full pursuit of the uneatable. - Oscar Wilde 

The lion shall l ie down with the lamb, but the lamb won't get much sleep. - Woody Allen 

The mountain remains unmoved at seeming defeat by the mist. - Sir Rabindranath Tagore 

The next time you go to the zoo, notice where the line are longest and people take most time in front of the cage. 

We tend to walk briskly past the deer and the antelope, with only a passing glance at their graceful beauty. But we 

find ourselves irresistibly drawn to the lions, the tigers, the elephants, the gorillas. Our souls are so starved for that 

sense of awe that encounter with grandeur, which helps to remind us of our real place in the universe. - Harold 

Kushner 

The reason lightning doesn't strike twice in the same place is that the same place isn't there the second time. - 

Will ie Tyler 



The sky is the daily bread of the eyes. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

The squirrel that you kil l  in jest, dies in earnest. - Henry David Thoreau 

The sun, with all the planets revolving around it and depending on it can still ripen a bunch of grapes as though it 

had nothing else in the universe to do. Why then should I doubt His power? - Galileo Galilei  

The time will  come when winter will  ask what you were doing all  summer. - Henry Clay 

The trouble with a kitten is that when it grows up, it's always a cat. - Ogden Nash 

The turkey is l iving proof that an animal can survive with no intell igence at all. - Harvey D. Comstock 

The universe is full  of magical things, patiently waiting for our wits to grow sharper. - Eden Phillpotts 

The universe is wider than our views of it. - Henry David Thoreau 

The universe seems neither benign nor hostile, merely indifferent to the concerns of such punny creatures as we. - 

Carl Sagan 

The whale is endangered, while the ant continues to do just fine. - Bil l  Vaughan 

The world embarrasses me, and I cannot dream that this watch exists and has no watchmaker. - Voltaire 

The world is vast, beautiful, and fascinating, even awe-inspiring but impersonal. It demands nothing of me, and 

allows me to demand nothing of it. - Herbert Simon 

There is a lot of folklore about equestrian statues, especially the ones with riders on. There is said to be a code in 

the number and placement of the horse’s hooves: if one of the horse’s hooves is in the air, the rider was wounded 

in battle; two legs in the air means that the rider was killed in battle; three legs in the air indicates that the rider 

got lost on the way to the battle; and four legs in the air means that the sculptor was very, very clever. Five legs in 

the air means that there’s probably at least one other horse standing behind the horse you’re looking at; and the 

rider lying on the ground with his horse lying on top of him with all four legs in the air means that the rider was  

either a very incompetent horseman or owned a very bad-tempered horse. - Terry Pratchett 

There is no good in arguing with the inevitable. The only argument available with an east wind is to put on your 

overcoat. - James Russell  Lowell  

There is nothing in which the birds differ more from man than the way in which they can build and yet leave a 

landscape as it was before. - Robert Lynd 

There was an old bulldog named Caesar, Who went for a cat just to tease her; But she spat and she spit, Till the old 

bulldog quit. Now when poor Caesar sees her, he flees her. - Anonymous 

These roses under my window make no reference to former roses or to better ones; they are for what they are; 

they exist with God today. There is no time to them. There is simply the rose; it is perfect in every moment of its 

existence. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

They wrote in the old days that it is sweet and fitting to die for one's country. But in modern war, there is nothing 

sweet nor fitting in your dying. You will  die l ike a dog for no good reason. - Ernest Hemingway 

This grand show is eternal. It is always sunrise somewhere: the dew is never all dried at once: a shower is forever 

falling, vapor is ever rising. Eternal sunrise, eternal sunset, eternal dawn and gloaming, on sea and continents and 

islands, each in its turn, as the round earth rolls. - John Muir 

This is the way the world ends\nNot with a bang but a whimper. - T. S. Eliot 

Thousands of years ago, cats were worshipped as gods. Cats have never forgotten this. - Anonymous 



To be against violence is much like being against floods. - Pierre Foglia 

To err is human, to moo is bovine. - Anonymous 

We hope that, when the insects take over the world, they will remember with gratitude how we took them along 

on all  our picnics. - Bil l  Vaughan 

We long for an affection altogether ignorant of our faults. Heaven has accorded this to us in the uncritical canine 

attachment. - George Eliot 

We should be careful to get out of an experience only the wisdom that is in it and stop there; lest we be like the 

cat that sits down on a hot stovelid. She will never sit down on a hot stovelid again and that is well; but also she 

will  never sit down on a cold one anymore. - Mark Twain 

We think caged birds sing, when indeed they cry. - John Webster 

What is the use of a house if you haven't got a tolerable planet to put it on? - Henry David Thoreau 

When spiders unite, they can tie down a l ion. - Ethiopian Proverb 

When they discover the centre of the universe, a lot of people will  be disappointed to discover they are not it. - 

Bernard Bailey 

When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty. - Anonymous 

You can lead a horse to water, but dont fiddle with it... thats just weird. - Anonymous 

You can put wings on a pig, but you don't make it an eagle. - Will iam J. Clinton 

You can say any foolish thing to a dog, and the dog will  give you a look that says, 'My God, you're right! I never 

would've thought of that!' - Dave Barry 

You don't have to be faster than the bear, you just have to be faster than the slowest guy running away from the 

bear. - Anonymous 

Your dog may be a "he" not an "it", but it's sti l l  a son of a bitch. - Réjean Lévesque 

Your fences need to be horse-high, pig-tight, and bull -strong. - Anonymous 

 

Belief/Religion/Soul/Superstition 

A baby is God's Opinion that l ife should go on. - Carl Sandburg 

A belief is not merely an idea the mind possesses, it is an idea that possesses the mind. - Robert Oxton Bolt 

A casual stroll  through the lunatic asylum shows that faith does not prove anything. - Friedrich Nietzsche 

A celibate clergy is an especially good idea, because it tends to suppress any hereditary propensity toward 

fanaticism. - Carl Sagan 

A Christian is one who follows the teachings of Christ insofar as they are not inconsistent with a l ife of sin. - 

Ambrose Bierce 

A church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for saints. - Abigail  Van Buren 

A conscience is what hurts when everything else feels great. - Mason Mastroiani - B.C. 



A fanatic is a man who does what he thinks the Lord would do if He knew the facts of the case. - Finley Peter 

Dunne 

A fanatic is one who can't change his mind and won't change the subject. - Winston Churchil l  

A man may be heretic to the truth if he believes things only because his pastor says so, or the assembly so 

determines, without knowing other reason; though his belief be true, yet the very truth he holds becomes his  

heresy. - John Milton 

A myth is a rel igion in which no one any longer believes. - James K. Feibleman 

A Sunday school is a prison in which children do penance for the evil conscience of their parents. - H. L. Mencken 

A superstition is a premature explanation that overstays its time. - George Iles 

A superstition which pretends to be scientific creates a much greater confusion of thought than one which 

contents itself with simple popular practices. - Johan Huizinga 

Ah, bless you, Sister, may all  your sons be bishops. - Brendan Behan 

All empty souls tend toward extreme opinions. - Will iam Butler Yeats 

All  those who believe in psycho kinesis, raise my hand. - Steven Wright 

And God said, 'Let there be light' and there was light, but the Electricity Board said He would have to wait until  

Thursday to be connected. And God saw the light and it was good; He saw the quarterly bill and that was not good. 

- Spike Mill igan 

As with the Christian religion, the worst advertisement for Socialism is its adherents. - George Orwell  

Atheism is a non-prophet organization. - George Carlin 

Because one doesn't l ike the way things are is no reason to be unjust towards God. - Victor Hugo 

Belief is a wise wager. If you gain, you gain all; if you lose, you lose nothing. Wager, then, without hesitation, that 

He exists. - Blaise Pascal  

Can you say that there are no stars in the heaven of day? Say not that there is no God. - Voltaire 

Cleanliness becomes more important when godliness is unlikely. - P.J.O'Rourke 

Conservatives are not necessarily stupid, but most stupid people are conservative. - John Stuart Mill  

Creationists make it sound as though a 'theory' is something you dreamt up after being drunk all  night. - Isaac 

Asimov 

Depend on the rabbit's foot if you will, but remember it didn't work for the rabbit. - R. E. Shay 

Diane Keaton believes in God. But she also believes that the radio works because there are tiny people inside it. - 

Woody Allen 

Do creationism's adherents imagine that God is a cosmic hoaxer who has created the whole vast fossil  record for 

the sole purpose of misleading humankind? - Arthur C. Clarke 

Do not stand in a place of danger trusting in miracles. - Arab proverb 

Doubt is not the opposite of faith; it is one element of faith. - Paul Johannes Til l ich 

Eternal nothingness is fine if you happen to be dressed for it. - Woody Allen 



Eventually you realize that the reason God didn't always answer your prayers is that He was answering your mom's 

prayers. - Robert Brault 

Every evening I turn worries over to God. He's going to be up all  night anyway. - Mary Crowley 

Every saint has a past and every sinner has a future. - Oscar Wilde 

Every time someone predicts the date of the end of the world, God pushes the date back a l ittle, just to be funny. - 

Anonymous 

Faith is a cop-out. If the only way you can accept an assertion is by faith, then you are conceding that it can't be 

taken on its own merits. - Dan Barker 

Faith is a journey, not a guilt trip. - Anonymous 

Faith is not believing that God can. It is knowing that God will. - Ben Stein 

Faith, to my mind, is a stiffening process, a sort of mental starch. - E.M.Forster 

Forgive, O Lord, my little jokes on Thee, and I'l l  forgive thy great big one on me - Robert Frost 

Geology shows that fossils are of different ages. Paleontology shows a fossil  sequence, the list of species 

represented changes through time. Taxonomy shows biological relationships among species. Evolution is the 

explanation that threads it all together. Creationism is the practice of squeezing one's eyes shut and wailing: 'does 

not! - Dr. Pepper 

Give a man a fish, and you'll feed him for a day. Give him a religion, and he'll  starve to death while praying for a 

fish. - Timothy Jones 

Go out and preach the gospel and if you must, use words. - Saint Francis of Assisi  

Go to Heaven for the climate, Hell for the company. - Mark Twain 

God gave us memories that we might have roses in December. - J.M. Barrie 

God looks at the clean hands, not the full  ones. - Publil ius Syrus 

God made everything out of nothing, but the nothingness shows through. - Paul Valery 

God seems to spend entirely too much time helping people with awards. - Gary Zanetti  

God... a being whose only definition is that he is beyond man's power to conceive. - Ayn Rand 

God's love elevates us without inflating us, and humbles us without degrading us. - B.M. Nottage 

Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than going to a garage makes you an automobile. - Bil ly 

Sunday 

He hoped and prayed that there wasn't an afterlife. Then he realized that there was a contradiction involved here 

and merely hoped that there wasn't an afterlife. - Douglas Adams 

He was an embittered atheist, the sort of atheist who does not so much disbelieve in God as personally dislike Him. 

- George Orwell  

He who begins by loving Christianity better than truth, will proceed by loving his own sect or church better than 

Christianity, and end in loving himself better than all. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Here's to hell!! May we have as good a time being there as we had getting there. - Yussel Shnoox 



I always l iked the story of Noah's Ark and the idea of starting anew by rescuing the things you like and leaving the 

rest behind. - Zach Braff 

I am completely convinced that hell  does not exist except in the minds of pious sadists. - Isaac Asimov 

I do benefits for all  religions I'd hate to blow the hereafter on a technicality. - Bob Hope 

I do not believe in the God of theology who rewards good and punishes evil. - Albert Einstein 

I do not feel obliged to believe that the same God who has endowed us with sense, reason, and intellect has 

intended us to forgo their use. - Galileo Galilei  

I don't believe in a fate that falls on men, however they act but I do believe in a fate that falls on them unless they 

act. - Anonymous 

I don't believe it. Prove it to me and I sti l l  won't believe it. - Douglas Adams 

I don't know if God exists, but it would better for His reputation if He didn't. - Jules Renard 

I don't l ike the sound of all  the lists he's making. - Ben Stein 

I gave in, and admitted that God was God. - C.S.Lewis 

I have a great mind to believe in Chris tianity for the mere pleasure of fancying I may be damned. - Lord Byron 

I have never yet met a healthy person who worried very much about his health, or a really good person who 

worried much about his own soul. - J.B.S.Haldane 

I have offended God and mankind because my work did not reach the quality it should have. - Leonardo Da Vinci  

I know God will not give me anything I can't handle. I just wish He wouldn't trust me so much. - Mother Teresa 

I never cease being dumbfounded by the unbelievable things people believe. - Leo Rosten 

I sometimes think that God in creating man somewhat overestimated his ability. - Oscar Wilde 

I would love to believe that when I die I will l ive again, that some thinking, feeling, remembering part of me will  

continue. But as much as I want to believe that, and despite the ancient and worldwide cultural traditions that 

assert an afterlife, I know of nothing to suggest that it is more than wishful thinking. - Carl Sagan 

I would never die for my beliefs because I might be wrong. - Anonymous 

I would rather l ive my life as if there is a God and die to find out there isn't, than live my life as if there isn't and die 

to find out there is. - Albert Camus 

Ideology /n./ A system of ideas and beliefs that commonly supplants reality among weaker minds. Syn: Bullshit. - 

Anonymous 

If Galileo had said in verse that the world moved, the inquisition might have let him alone. - Thomas Hardy 

If God created us in his own image, we have more than reciprocated. - Voltaire 

If God exists, that's his problem. - Anonymous 

If the grandfather of the grandfather of Jesus had known what was hidden within him, he would have stood 

humble and awestruck before his soul. - Kahlil  Gibran 

If there is anything the nonconformist hates worse than a conformist, it's another nonconformist who doesn't 

conform to the prevailing standard of nonconformity. - Bil l  Vaughan 



If triangles had a God, He'd have three sides. - Anonymous 

If you cross an agnostic with a Jehovah Witness, you get a fellow who knocks on your door for no particular reason. 

- Blanche Knott 

If you don't change your beliefs, your life will be l ike this forever. Is that good news? - William Somerset Maugham 

I'm religiously opposed to religion. - Victor Hugo 

In God we trust. The rest must pay cash. - Anonymous 

In heaven, an angel is nobody in particular. - George Bernard Shaw 

In science it often happens that scientists say, 'You know that's a really good argument; my position is mistaken,' 

and then they would actually change their minds and you never hear that old view from them again. [...] I cannot 

recall  the last time something like that happened in politics or religion. - Carl Sagan 

In the beginning there was nothing. God said, 'Let there be light!' And there was l ight. There was stil l  nothing, but 

you could see it a whole lot better. - Ellen DeGeneres 

Isn't it enough to see that a garden is beautiful without having to believe that there are fairies at the bottom of it 

too? - Douglas Adams 

It ain't those parts of the Bible that I can't understand that bother me, it is the parts that I do understand. - Mark 

Twain 

It does me no injury for my neighbor to say there are twenty gods or no God. It neither picks my pocket nor breaks 

my leg. - Thomas Jefferson 

It is difficult to free fools from the chains they revere. - Voltaire 

It is easy to understand God as long as you don't try to explain him. - Joseph Joubert 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned. - Saint Francis of Assisi  

It is no accident that the symbol of a bishop is a crook and the symbol of an archbishop is a  double cross. - Gregory 

Dix 

It is not fitting, when one is in God's service to have a gloomy face or a chill ing look. - Saint Francis of Assisi  

It is very important not to mistake hemlock for parsley, but to believe or not believe in God is not important at all. - 

Denis Diderot 

It's a strange thing that among us people can't agree the whole week becaue they go different ay upon Sundays. - 

George Farguhar 

It's an indulgence to sit in a room and discuss your beliefs as if they were a juicy piece of gossip. - Robert A. 

Heinlein 

It's easier to believe a l ie that one has heard a thousand times than to believe a fact that no one has heard before. 

- Anonymous 

It's no safer to say that spiritual urges and sensations are caused by brain activity than it is to say th at the 

neurological changes through which we experience the pleasure of eating an apple cause the apple to exist. - 

Andrew B. Newberg 

I've always figured that if God wanted us to go to church a lot He'd have given us bigger behinds to sit on and 

smaller heads to think with. - P.J.O'Rourke 



I've gone into hundreds of [fortuneteller's parlors], and have been told thousands of things, but nobody ever told 

me I was a policewoman getting ready to arrest her. - Anonymous 

Let your religion be less of a theory and more of a love affair. - G.K.Chesterton 

Light, God's eldest daughter. - Thomas Fuller 

Man a creature made at the end of the week's work when God was tired. - Mark Twain 

Man can count the seeds in an apple, but only God can count the apples in a seed. - Anonymous 

Martyrdom has always been a proof of the intensity, never the correctness, of a belief. - Arthur Schweitzer 

Men never do evil  so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from religious conviction. - Blaise Pascal  

Men will  wrangle for religion; write for fight for it; die for it; anything but l ive for it. - C.C.Colton 

Miracles, in the sense of phenomena we cannot explain, surround us on every hand: l ife itself is the miracle of 

miracles. - George Bernard Shaw 

Mocking religion is l ike mocking handicapped people, even though it's easy, you just don't do it. - Anonymous 

Most sermons sound to me like commercials but I can't make out whether God is the Sponsor or the Product. - 

Mignon McLaughlin 

Mrs. Joe was a very clean housekeeper, but had an exquisite art of making her cleanliness more uncomfortable 

and unacceptable than the dirt itself. Cleanliness is next to Godliness, and some people do the same by religion. - 

Charles Dickens 

Never try to reason the prejudice out of a man. It was not reasoned into h im, and cannot be reasoned out. - 

Sydney Smith 

Never undertake anything for which you wouldn't have the courage to ask the blessings of heaven. - Georg C. 

Lichtenberg 

No sinner is ever saved after the first twenty minutes of a sermon. - Mark Twain 

Now let's repeat the non-conformists' oath: I promise to be different! (Audience repeats) I promise to be unique! 

(Audience repeats) I promise not to repeat things other people say! (Audience repeats, laughs) Good! - 

Anonymous 

Now, my good man, this is no time for making enemies.(On His Deathbed In Response To A Priest Asking That He 

Renounce Satan) - Voltaire 

One cannot really be a Catholic and grown up. - George Orwell  

Original thought is like original sin: both happened before you were born to people you could not have possibly 

met. - Fran Lebowitz 

People who want to share their religious views with you almost never want you to share yours with them. - Dave 

Barry 

Philosophy is questions that may never be answered. Religion is answers that may never be questioned.  - 

Anonymous 

Philosophy: Unintelligible answers to insoluble problems. - Henry Adams 

PRAY, v. To ask that the laws of the universe be annulled in behalf of a single petitioner confessedly unworthy. - 

Ambrose Bierce 



Prayer gives a man the opportunity of getting to know a gentleman he hardly ever meets. I do not mean his maker, 

but himself. - Will iam Ralph Inge 

Prayer is request. The essence of request, as distinct from compulsion, is that it may or may not be granted. - C.S. 

Lewis 

Prayer should be short, without giving God Almighty reasons why he should grant this, or that; he knows best what 

is good for us. - John Selden 

Prayer: the key of the day and the lock of the night. - Thomas Fuller 

Question with boldness even the existence of a God; because, if there be one, he must more approve of the 

homage of reason, than that of blindfolded fear. - Thomas Jefferson 

Religion is a magic device for turning unanswerable questions into unquestionable answers. - Art Gecko 

Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the opium of the people. - Karl Marx 

Religion is what keeps the poor from murdering the rich. - Napoleon Bonaparte 

Remember that what you believe will  depend very much on what you are. - Noah Porter 

Repent or be damned. If you have already repented, please disregard this notice. - Patrick Murray 

Say what you will about the ten commandments, you must always come back to the pleasant fact that there are 

only ten of them. - H. L. Mencken 

Skeptical scrutiny is the means, in both science and religion, by which deep thoughts can be winnowed from deep 

nonsense. - Carl Sagan 

Small amounts of philosophy lead to atheism, but larger amounts bring us back to God. - Francis Bacon 

Some of God's greatest gifts are unanswered prayers. - Garth Brooks 

Superstition is foolish, childish, primitive and irrational - but how much does it cost you to knock on wood? - Judith 

Viorst 

Superstition is the only religion of which base souls are capable of. - Joseph Joubert 

Superstition is the only religion of which base souls are capabl e of. - Joseph Joubert 

Superstition is to religion what astrology is to astronomy the mad daughter of a wise mother. - Voltaire 

Take care of the people, and God almighty will  take care of Himself. - Kurt Vonnegut 

Tell  me not, in mournful numbers, Life is but an empty dream! For the soul is dead that slumbers, and things are 

not what they seem. Life is real! Life is earnest! And the grave is not its goal; Dust thou art; to dust returnest, Was 

not spoken of the soul. - Henry Longfellow 

The belief in the possibility of a short decisive war appears to be one of the most ancient and dangerous of human 

il lusions. - Robert Lynd 

The bulletin board on the lawn of a New Jersey Church reads "We reserve the right to accept everybody." - John 

Kazmark 

The Christian is a person who makes it easy for others to believe in God. - Robert M. McCheyne 

The Church of England is the perfect church for those who don't go to church. - Gerald Preistland 



The English church-goer prefers a severe preacher because he thinks a few home truths will  do his neighbors no 

harm. - George Bernard Shaw 

The essence of Christianity is told to us in the Garden of Eden history. The fruit that was forbidden was on the Tree 

of Knowledge. The subtext is, All the suffering you have is because you wanted to find out what was going on. You 

could be in the Garden of Eden if you had just kept your fucking mouth shut and hadn't asked any questions. - 

Frank Zappa 

The fact that a believer is happier than a skeptic is no more to the point than the fact that a drunken man is 

happier than a sober one. - George Bernard Shaw 

The gods too are fond of a joke. - Aristotle 

The great roe is a mythological beast with the head of a l ion and the body of a l ion, though not the same lion. - 

Woody Allen 

The greatest tragedy in mankind's entire history may be the hijacking of morality by religion. - Arthur C. Clarke 

The least questioned assumptions are often the most questionable. - Paul Broca 

The main object of religion is not to get a man into heaven, but to get heaven into h im. - Thomas Hardy 

The major obstacle to a religious renewal is the belief that science has left atheism as the only respectable 

intellectual stance. - Robert Bork 

The man who is always worrying about whether or not his soul would be damned generally has a  soul that isn't 

worth a damn. - Oliver Wendell Holmes 

The more I study religions the more I am convinced that man never worshipped anything but himself. - Sir Richard 

Burton 

The only thing that stops God from sending another flood is that the first one wa s useless. - Nicolas de Chamfort 

The only time anyone's admitted they were a Christian before was when they were busy tell ing me why they're 

better than me. - Randy K. Milholland 

The opposite of bravery is not cowardice, but conformity. - Robert Anthony 

The Religion that is afraid of science dishonours God and commits suicide. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

The root of all  superstition is that men observe when a thing hits, but not when it misses. - Francis Bacon 

The theory seems to be that as long as a man is a fai lure he is one of God's children, but that as soon as he 

succeeds he is taken over by the Devil. - H. L. Mencken 

Theology is never any help; it is searching in a dark cellar at midnight for a black cat that isn't there. Theologians 

can persuade themselves of anything. - Robert A. Heinlein 

There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy. - William Shakespeare 

There are some people who want to throw their arms round you simply because it is Christmas; there are other 

people who want to strangle you simply because it is Christmas. - Robert Lynd 

There is a condition worse than blindness, and that is, seeing something that isn't there. - Thomas Hardy 

There is a level of cowardice lower than that of the conformist: the fas hionable nonconformist. - Ayn Rand 

There is no absurdity so palpable but that it may be firmly planted in the human head if you only begin to inculcate 

it before the age of five, by constantly repeating it with an air of great solemnity. - Arthur Schopenhauer 



There may not be a Heaven, but there is a San Francisco. - Ashleigh Bril l iant 

They that are against superstition oftentimes run into it of the wrong side. If I wear all colors but black, then I am 

superstitious in not wearing black. - John Selden 

Those who stand for nothing fall  for anything. - Alexander Hamilton 

To be fulfi l led, a prophecy needs lots of flexibil ity. - Mason Cooley 

To become a popular religion, it is only necessary for a superstition to enslave a philosophy. - Will iam Ralph Inge 

To commemorate a past event, you kill and eat an animal. It's a sacrifice. With pie. - Buffy the Vampire Slayer 

To YOU I'm an atheist; to God, I'm the Loyal Opposition. - Woody Allen 

Tradition is a guide and not a jailer. - Will iam Somerset Maugham 

Tradition: Just because you've always done it that way doesn't mean it's not incredibly stupid. - Larry Kersten 

We have just enough religion to make us hate, but not enough to make us love on another. - Jonathan Swift 

We have no reliable guarantee that the afterlife will  be any less exasperating than this one, have we? - Noel 

Coward 

We must never judge people on the company they keep. Judas, for example, had irreproachable friends. - Paul 

Verlaine 

We must no more ask whether the soul and body are one than ask whether the wax and the figure impressed on it 

are one. - Aristotle 

We often want one thing and pray for another, not tell ing the truth even to the gods. - Lucius Annaeus Seneca 

We should take care not to make the intellect our god; it has, of course, powerful mus cles, but no personality. - 

Albert Einstein 

What a vast difference there is between knowing God and loving Him. - Blaise Pascal  

What if everything is an illusion and nothing exists? In that case, I definitely overpaid for my carpet. - Woody Allen 

What we believe about God is the most important thing about us. - A.W. Tozer 

When I do good, I feel good. When I do bad, I feel bad. That's my religion. - Abraham Lincoln 

When it's a question of money, everybody is of the same religion. - Voltaire 

When the Egyptians were drowning in the Red Sea, the angels in heaven began to break forth in songs of 

jubilation, but the Holy One, blessed be He, silenced them: 'My creatures are perishing - and ye are ready to sing!' - 

Talmud 

When the solution is simple, God is answering. - Albert Einstein 

Whether God is dead or not hardly matters, for we would use him no differently anyway. - Joseph Heller 

Why should I hate someone on the basis of their religion, when I can take a l ittle time to get to know them and 

hate them for a myriad of real reasons. - Dennis Miller 

With most people, unbelief in one thing is founded upon blind belief in another. - Georg C. Lichtenberg 

Women priests. Great, great. Now there's priests of both sexes I don't l isten to. - Bil l  Hicks 

Wouldn't it be tragic to find out that He really has been here all  this time? - Joseph Heller 



You are not an agnostic, Paddy. You are just a fat slob who is too lazy to go to Mass. - Conor Cruise O'Briean 

You have no idea how much nastier I would be if I were not a Catholic. Without supernatural aid I would hardly be 

a human being. - Evelyn Waugh 

You have only 2 things to worry about, either you are sick or you are healthy, if you are healthy, you have nothing 

to worry about, but if you are sick you have 2 things to worry about, you will get well, or you will die, if you get 

well, you have nothing to worry about, but if you die, you will have 2 things to worry about, you will go up, or you 

will  go down, if you go up, there is nothing to worry about, but if you go down, you will be so busy shaking hands 

with old friends you won't have time to worry! - Irish Proverb 

You know lots of criticism is written by characters who are very academic and think it is a sign you are worthless if 

you make jokes or kid or even clown. I wouldn't kid Our Lord if he was on the cross. But I would attempt a joke 

with him if I ran into him chasing the money changers out of the temple. - Ernest Hemingway 

You never know God is all  you need until  God is all  you have. - Rick Warren 

 

Books/Writing/Reading/Literature/Quotation 

A blank piece of paper is God's way of telling us how hard it is to be God. - Sidney Sheldon 

A book is a mirror: if an ape looks into it an apostle is hardly l ikely to look out. - Georg C. Lichtenberg 

A book that is shut is but a block. - Thomas Fuller 

A classic is classic because of a certain eternal and irrepressible freshness. - Edith Wharton 

A classic is something that everybody wants to have read and nobody wants to read. - Anonymous 

A Collaboration is a l iterary partnership based on the false assumption that the other fellow can spell. - Ambrose 

Bierce 

A diary is the daily record of that part of one's life which he can relate to himself without blushing. - Ambrose 

Bierce 

A dirty joke is a sort of mental rebellion. - George Orwell 

A good judge remembers what it was l ike to be a lawyer. A good editor remembers being a writer. A good parent 

remembers what it was like to be a child. - Anna Quindlen 

A good novel tells us the truth about its hero; but a bad novel tel ls us the truth about its author. - G.K.Chesterton 

A human being should be able to change a diaper, plan an invasion, butcher a hog, con a ship, design a building, 

write a sonnet, balance accounts, build a wall, set a bone, comfort the dying, take orders, give orders, cooperate, 

act alone, solve equations, analyze a new problem, pitch manure, program a computer, cook a tasty meal, fight 

efficiently, die gallantly. Specialization is for insects. - Robert A. Heinlein 

A library is thought in cold storage. - Herbert Samuel 

A man is a poet if difficulties inherent in his art provide him with ideas; he is not a poet if they deprive him of ideas. 

- Paul Valery 

A man ought to read just as inclination leads him, for what he reads as a task will do him little good. - Samuel 

Johnson 

A man's got to take a lot of punishment to write a really funny book. - Ernest Hemingway 



A poem is no place for an idea. - Edgar Watson Howe 

A poet can survive everything but a misprint. - Oscar Wilde 

A poet could not but be gay. In such a jocund company. - William Wordsworth 

A poet is someone who is astonished by everything. - Anonymous 

A poet ought not to pick nature's pocket. Let him borrow, and so borrow as to repay by the very act of borrowing. 

And trust more to the imagination than the memory. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

A popular writer writes about what people think. A wise writer offers them something to think about. - Ambrose 

Bierce 

A sentence should contain no unnecessary words, a paragraph no unnecessary sentences, for the same reason that 

a drawing should have no unnecessary l ines and a machine no unnecessary parts. - William Strunk, Jr 

A synonym is a word you use when you can't spell the first word you thought of. - Burt Bacharach 

All good books have one thing in common - they are truer than if they had really happened. - Ernest Hemingway 

All l iterature is a footnote to Faust. I have no idea what I mean by that. - Woody Allen 

All things and modes of action shape themselves anew in the being of Milton; while Shakespeare becomes all 

things, yet ever remaining himself. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Almost anyone can be an author; the business is to collect money and fame from this state of being. - A. A. Milne 

Almost every wise saying has an opposite one, no less wise, to balance it. - George Santayana 

Although he tortures the English language he has not yet suceeded in forcing it to reveal its meaning. - J.B.Morton 

Always read stuff that will make you look good if you die in the middle of it. - P.J.O'Rourke 

An allegory is not meant to be taken literally. There is a great lack of comprehension on the part of some readers. - 

Naguib Mahfouz 

An encyclopedia is a system for collecting dust in alphabetical order. - Mike Barfield 

An original writer is not one who imitates nobody, but one whom nobody can imitate. - Chateaubriand 

As a nation we began by declaring that 'all men are created equal.' We now practically read it 'all men are created 

equal, except Negroes.' When the KnowNothings get control, it will read 'all men are created equal, except 

Negroes and foreigners and Catholics.' When it comes to this, I shall prefer emigrating to some country where they 

make no pretence of loving liberty -- to Russia, for instance, where despotism can be taken pure, and without the 

base alloy of hypocrisy. - Abraham Lincoln 

As to the adjective, when in doubt, strike it out. - Mark Twain 

Author: A fool, who, not content with having bored those who have lived with him, insists on tormenting the 

generations to come. - Montesquieu 

Based on what you know about him i n history books, what do you think Abraham Lincoln would be doing if he 

were alive today? 1. Writing his memoirs of the Civil War. 2. Advising the President. 3. Desperately clawing at the 

inside of his coffin. - David Letterman 

Be careful of reading health books. You might die of a misprint. - Mark Twain 

Better to write for yourself and have no public, than to write for the public and have no self. - Cyril Connolly 



Books are the bees which carry the quickening pollen from one to another mind. - James Russell Lowell 

Books have the same enemies as people: fire, humidity, and their own content. - Paul Valery 

But a better case for the banning of all poetry is the simple fact that most of it is bad. Nobody is going to 

manufacture a thousand tons of jam in the expectation that five may be eatable. - Flann O'Brien 

But if thought corrupts language, language can also corrupt thought. - George Orwell 

Buying books would be a good thing if one could also buy the time to read them in: but as a rule the purchase of 

books is mistaken for the appropriation of their contents. - Arthur Schopenhauer 

By necessity, by proclivity, and by delight, we all quote. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Censorship ends in logical completeness when nobody is allowed to read any books except the books tha t nobody 

reads. - George Bernard Shaw 

Despite being a best seller in the US, the corrections is really a wonderful novel - Ramona Koval 

Did you ever hear anyone say, 'That book had better be banned because I might read it and it might be very 

damaging to me?' - Joseph Henry Jackson 

Do not believe in anything simply because you have heard it. Do not believe in traditions because they have been 

handed down for many generations. Do not believe in anything because it is spoken and rumored by many. Do not 

believe in anything simply because it is found written in your religious books. Do not believe merely on the 

authority of your teachers and elders. - The Buddha 

Do not consider it proof just because it is written in books, for a liar who will deceive with his tongue will not 

hesitate to do the same with his pen. - Maimonides 

Do not seek pleasure everywhere but always be ready to find it. - John Ruskin 

Don't pay any attention to what they write about you. Just measure it in inches. - Andy Warhol 

Don't use words too big for the subject. Don't say 'infinitely' when you mean 'very'; otherwise you'll have no word 

left when you want to talk about something really infinite. - C. S. Lewis 

Educational television should be absolutely forbidden. It can only lead to unreasonable expectations and eventual 

disappointment when your child discovers that the letters of the alphabet do not leap up out of books and dance 

around the room with royal-blue chickens. - Fran Lebowitz 

Either write something worth reading or do something worth writing. - Benjamin Franklin 

English usage is sometimes more than mere taste, judgment and education - sometimes it's sheer luck, l ike getting 

across the street. - E.B.White 

Every English poet should master the rules of grammar before he attempts to bend or break them. - Robert Graves 

Every journalist has a novel in him, which is an excellent place for it. - Russel Lynes 

Everything comes to him who waits. Except a loaned book. - Kin Hubbard 

Foolish writers and readers are created for each other. - Horace Walpole 

For most folks, no news is good news; for the press, good news is not news. - Gloria Borger 

From my close observation of writers ... they fall into two groups: 1) those who bleed copiously and visibly at any 

bad review, and 2) those who bleed copiously and secretly at any bad review. - Isaac Asimov 



Give someone half a page in a newspaper and they think they own the world - Jeffery Bernard 

God save us from reading nothing but the best. - Robertson Davies 

Good friends, good books and a sleepy conscience: this is the ideal l ife. - Mark Twain 

Grasp the subject, the words will follow. - Cato the Elder 

Habits in writing as in l ife are only useful if they are broken as soon as they cease to be advantageous. - William 

Somerset Maugham 

Half of the American people have never read a newspaper. Half never voted for President. One hopes it is the 

same half. - Gore Vidal 

Have you ever observed that we pay much more attention to a wise passage when it is quoted than when we read 

it in the original author? - Philip G. Hamerton 

He(William Wordsworth) found in stones the sermons he had already hidden there. - Oscar Wilde 

Henry Kissinger may be a great writer, but anyone who finishes his book is defintely a great reader - Walter 

Isaacson 

Henry Millier is not really a writer but a non-stop talker whom someone has given a typewriter. - Gerald Brenan 

Homer is dead, Dante is dead, Shakespeare is dead and I'm not feeling too well myself. - Anonymous 

How come ''fat chance'' and ''slim chance'' mean the same thing? - Ziggy 

How vain it is to sit down to write when you have not stood up to l ive. - Henry David Thoreau 

I am a sensitive writer, actor, director. Talking business disgusts me. If you want to talk business, call my disgusting 

personal manager. - Sylvestor Stallone 

I am ready to meet my Maker. Whether my Maker is prepared for the great ordeal of meeting me is another 

matter. - Sir Winston Churchill 

I am told that I talk in shorthand and then smudge it. - J. R. R. Tolkien 

I am writing a book about the crusades so dull that I can scarcely write it. - Hilaire Belloc 

I am writing a book about the Crusades so dull that I can scarcely write it. - Hilaire Belloc 

I can only assume that your editorial writer tripped over the First Amendment and thought it was the office cat. - 

E.B.White 

I daren't take a holiday. If I stop writing my column for a month it might affect the circulation of the newspaper, or 

it might not - Arthur Brisbane 

I do not think that Rousseau's poem 'Ode to Posterity' will reach its destination. - Voltaire 

I don't know which is more discouraging, l iterature or chickens. - E.B.White 

I have given up reading books; I find it takes my mind off myself. - Oscar Levant 

I have just been reading the dictionary. Turns out the zebra did it. - Steven Wright 

I know of no sentence that can induce such immediate and brazen lying as the one that begins, 'Have you read...' - 

Wilson Mizner 

I learned long ago that being Lewis Carrol was infinitely more exciting than being Alice. - Joyce Carol Oates 



I l ike people who refuse to speak until they are ready to speak. - Lil lian Hellman 

I love quotations because it is a joy to find thoughts one might have, beautifully expressed with much authority by 

someone recognized wiser than oneself. - Marlene Dietrich 

I never desire to converse with a man who has written more than he has read. - Samuel Johnson 

I never know what I think about something until I read what I've written on it. - William Faulkner 

I no more remember the books I have read than the meals I have eaten, but they have made me. - Ralph Waldo 

Emerson 

I owed a magnificent day to the BhagavadGita. It was the first of books; it was as if an empire spoke to us, nothing 

small or unworthy, but large, serene, consistent, the voice of an old intelligence which in another age and climate 

had pondered and thus disposed of the same questions which exercise us. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

I personally think we developed language because of our deep need to complain. - Lily Tomlin 

I start with the joke line and write backward. - Nipsey Russell 

I sti l l find each day too short for all the thoughts I want to think, all the walks I want to take, all the books I want to 

read, and all the friends I want to see. - John Burroughs 

I take the view, and always have, that if you cannot say what you are going to say in twenty minutes you ought to 

go away and write a book about it. - Lord Brabazon 

I wish he would explain his Explanation.(on Coleridge) - Lord Byron 

I wish I were telepathic. Not just to read people's minds, which would be cool, but to cut down on my cellular 

phone bill. - Paul Wiley 

I wish you would read a l ittle poetry sometimes. Your ignorance cramps my conversation. - Anthony Hope 

I wonder why murder is considered less immoral than fornication in literature. - George Moore 

I write fiction because it's a way of making statements I can disown. - Tom Stoppard 

I write when I'm inspired, and I see to it that I'm inspired at nine o'clock every morning. - Peter De Vries 

If a man can write a better book, preach a better sermon, or make a better mousetrap than his neighbor, though 

he builds his house in the woods the world will make a beaten path to his door. - Misattributed to Emerson 

If I could not earn a penny from my writing, I would earn my livelihood at something else and continue to write at 

night. - Irving Wallace 

If my books had been any worse, I should not have been invited to Hollywood, and if they had been any better, I 

should not have come. - Raymond Chandler 

If one cannot enjoy reading a book over and over again, there is no use in reading it at all. - Oscar Wilde 

If the First Amendment means anything, it means that a state has no business telling a man, sitting alone in his 

house, what books he may read or what films he may watch. - Justice Thurgood Marshall 

If there's a book you really want to read, but it hasn't been written yet, then you must write it. - Toni Morrison 

If we could read the secret history of our enemies, we should find in each man's l ife sorrow and suffering enough 

to disarm all hostility. - Henry Longfellow 



If you can speak what you will never hear, if you can write what you will never read, you have done rare things. - 

Henry David Thoreau 

If you cannot be a poet, be the poem. - David Carradine 

If you can't annoy somebody, there is l ittle point in writing. - Kingsley Amis 

If you can't write your idea on the back of my calling card, you don't have a clear idea. - David Belasco 

If you don’t read the newspaper you are uninformed, if you do read the newspaper, you are misinformed. - Mark 

Twain 

If you have any comments, write them on the back of a check. - Erle Stanley Gardner 

If you read a lot of books you are considered well read. But if you watch a lot of TV, you're not considered well 

viewed. - Lily Tomlin 

If you wish to be a writer, write. - Epictetus 

If you would not be forgotten, either write things worth reading or do things worth the writing. - Benjamin Franklin 

Impropriety is the soul of wit. - William Somerset Maugham 

In America, only the successful writer is important, in France all writers are important, in England no writer is 

important, and in Australia you have to explain what a writer is. - Geoffrey Cottrell 

In certain kinds of writing, particularly in art criticism and literary criticism, it is normal to come across long 

passages which are almost completely lacking in meaning. - George Orwell 

In real l ife, of course, it is the hare who wins. Every time. Look around you. And in any case, it is my contention that 

Aesop was writing for the tortoise market. - Anita Brookner 

In science one tries to tell  people, in such a way as to be understood by everyone, something that no one ever 

knew before. But in poetry, it's the exact opposite. - Paul Dirac 

In spite of his practical ability, some of his experience had petrified into maxims and quotations. - George Eliot 

Is there no Latin word for Tea? Upon my soul, if I had known that I would have let the vulgar stuff alone. - Hilaire 

Belloc 

Isn't it strange that I who have written only unpopular books should be such a popular fellow? - Albert Einstein 

It is not a bad idea to get in the habit of writing down one's thoughts. It saves one having to bother anyone else 

with them. - Isabel Colegate 

It is unsafe to take your reader for more of a fool than he is. - William Somerset Maugham 

It is what you read when you don't have to that determines what you will be when you can't help it. - Oscar Wilde 

It was a book to kill time for those who like it better dead. - Dame Rose Macaulay 

It's amazing that the amount of news that happens in the world every day always just exactly fits the newspaper. - 

Jerry Seinfeld 

It's queer how ready people always are with advice in any real or imaginary emergency, and no matter how many 

times experience has shown them to be wrong, they continue to set forth their opinions, as if they had received 

them from the Almighty! - Anne Sullivan 

It's such a pleasure to write down splendid words almost as though one were inventing them. - Rupert HartDavis 



Journalism consists largely in saying 'Lord James is dead' to people who never knew Lord James was alive. - 

G.K.Chesterton 

Journalism is popular, but it is popular mainly as fiction. Life is one world, and life seen in the newspapers is 

another. - G.K.Chesterton 

Keep a diary and someday it will keep you - Mae West 

Let other pens dwell on guilt and misery. - Jane Austen 

Lists are the butterfly nets that catch my fleeting thoughts... - Betsy Canas Garmon 

Literature is an occupation in which you have to keep proving your talent to people who have none. - Jules Renard 

Literature is the art of writing something that wi ll be read twice; journalism what will be grasped at once. - Cyril 

Connolly 

Make the reader laugh and he will think you a trivial fellow, but bore him in the right way and your reputation is 

assured. - Maugham 

Making a book is a craft, l ike making a clock; it needs more than native wit to be an author. - Jean de la Bruyere 

Many books require no thought from those who read them, and for a very simple reason; they made no such 

demand upon those who wrote them. - C.C.Colton 

Many people die with their music still in them. Why is this so? Too often it is because they are always getting ready 

to l ive. Before they know it, time runs out. - Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Many thanks for your book. I will waste no time reading it. - Benjamin Franklin 

Maxims are the condensed good sense of nations. - James Mackintosh 

May I make a suggestion, hoping it is not an impertinence? Write it down: write down what you feel. It is 

sometimes a wonderful help in misery. - Robertson Davies 

Meek young men grow up in l ibraries, believing it their duty to accept the views which Cicero, which Locke, which 

Bacon, have given, forgetful that Cicero, Locke, and Bacon were only young men in libraries, when they wrote 

these books. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Meredith is a prose Browning, and so is Browning. - Oscar Wilde 

Mr. Henry James writes fiction as if it were a painful duty. - Oscar Wilde 

My favorite poem is the one that starts Thirty days hath September' because it actually tells you something. - 

Groucho Marx 

My main reason for adopting literature as a profession was that, as the author is never seen by his clients, he need 

not dress respectably. - George Bernard Shaw 

My spelling is Wobbly. It's good spelling but it Wobbles, and the letters get in the wrong places. - A. A. Milne 

Nature has never read the Declaration of Independence. It continues to make us unequal. - Will Durant 

Never read a book through merely because you have begun it. - John Witherspoon 

Never read any book that is not a year old. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Never use a big word when a l ittle fi lthy one will do. - Johnny Carson 



No man was ever yet a great poet, without being at the same time a profound philosopher. - Samuel Taylor 

Coleridge 

No one can read with profit that which he cannot learn to read with pleasure. - Thomas Hardy 

No one can write decently who is distrustful of the reader's intelligence, or whose attitude is patronizing. - 

E.B.White 

Not the poem which we have read, but that to which we return, with the greatest pleasure, possesses the genuine 

power, and claims the name of essential poetry. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Nothing gives an Author so great Pleasure, as to find his Works respectfully quoted by other learned Authors. - 

Benjamin Franklin 

Nothing you write, if you hope to be good, will ever come out as you first hoped. - Lillian Hellman 

Nowadays three witty turns of phrase and a lie make a writer. - Georg C. Lichtenberg 

Of course poets have morals and manners of their own, and custom is no argument with them. - Thomas Hardy 

One ought, every day at least, to hear a l ittle song, read a good poem, see a fine picture, and if it were possible, to 

speak a few reasonable words. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Our myriad-minded Shakespeare. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Outside of a dog, a book is a man's best friend. Inside of a dog it's too dark to read. - Groucho Marx 

Paradise Lost is a book that, once put down, is very hard to pick up again. - Samuel Johnson 

People have forgotten how to tell  a story. Stories don't have a middle or an end any more. They usually have a 

beginning that never stops beginning. - Steven Spielberg 

People say that l ife is the thing, but I prefer reading. - Logan P Smith 

People who read the tabloids deserve to be lied to. - Jerry Seinfeld 

People will accept your idea much more readily if you tell them Benjamin Franklin said it first. - David H. Comins 

Perhaps the saddest lot that can befall mortal man is to be the husband of a lady poet - George Jean Nathan 

Philosophers before Kant had a tremendous advantage over philosophers after Kant in that they didn't have to 

waste years studying Kant. - Bertrand Russell 

Pithy sentences are l ike sharp nails which force truth upon our memory. - Denis Diderot 

Poetry has done enough when it charms, but prose must also convince. - H. L. Mencken 

Poetry is certainly something more than good sense, but [...]; just as a palace is more than a house, but it must be 

a house, at least. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Poetry is what gets lost in translation. - Robert Frost 

Poetry must have something in it that is barbaric, vast and wild. - Denis Diderot 

Poetry should should strike the reader as a wording of his own highest thoughts, and appear almost as a 

remembrance. - John Keats 

Poetry: the best words in the best order. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 



Publishing a volume of verse is like dropping a rose petal down the Grand Canyon and waiting for the echo. - Don 

Marquis 

Read not to contradict and confute, nor to believe and take for granted... but to weigh and consider. - Francis 

Bacon 

Read, every day, something no one else is reading. Think, every day, something no one else is thinking. Do, every 

day, something no one else would be silly enough to do. It is bad for the mind to continually be part of unanimity. - 

Christopher Morley 

Reading is equivalent to thinking with someone else's head instead of with one's own. - Arthur Schopenhauer 

Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body. - Joseph Addison 

Scott took LITERATURE so solemnly. He never understood that it was just writing as well as you can and finishing 

what you start. - Ernest Hemingway 

Shakespeare was a dramatist of note who lived by writing things to quote. - Anonymous 

Shakspeare never has six l ines together without a fault. Perhaps you may find seven: but this does not refute my 

general assertion. - Samuel Johnson 

She had a pretty gift for quotation, which is a serviceable substitute for wit. - William Somerset Maugham 

Sit down and put down everything that comes into your head and then you're a writer. But an author is one who 

can judge his own stuff's worth, without pity, and destroy most of it. - Sidonie Gabrielle Colette 

Some editors are failed writers, but so are most writers. - T. S. Eliot 

Some guy hit my fender, and I told him, 'Be fruitful and multiply,' but not in those words. - Woody Allen 

Some read to think, these are rare; Some read to write, these are common; Some read to talk, these form a great 

majority. - C.C.Colton 

Sometimes I have good luck and write better than I can. - Ernest Hemingway 

Sometimes when reading Geothe I have the paralysing suspicion that he is trying to be funny. - Guy Davenport 

Somewhere in the world there is an epigram for every dilemma. - Hendrik Willem Van Loon 

Sooner or later we all quote our mothers. - Bern Williams 

Substitute 'damn' every time you're inclined to write 'very;' your editor will delete it and the writing will be just as 

it should be. - Mark Twain 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your book - I'll waste no time reading it. - Moses Hadas 

That willing suspension of disbelief for the moment, which constitutes poetic faith. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

The answers you get from literature depend on the questions you pose. - Margaret Atwood 

The body is ready to have babies. Nature wants it done then, when the body can handle it, not after 40, when the 

income can handle it. - Toni Morrison 

The books we think we ought to read are poky, dull, and dry; The books that we would like to read we are 

ashamed to buy; The books that people talk about we never can recall; And the books that people give us, oh, 

they're the worst of all. - Carolyn Wells 



The C language is particularly rich with ways of writing a program that totally hide the original design intent. - 

Stanley Chow 

The devil can quote Shakespeare for his own purpose. - George Bernard Shaw 

The difference between fiction and reality is that fiction has to make sense. - Tom Clancy 

The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the difference between lightning and a 

l ightning bug. - Mark Twain 

The genius, wit, and the spirit of a nation are discovered by their proverbs. - Francis Bacon 

The good of a book lies in its being read. - Umberto Eco 

The key is to commit crimes so confusing that police feel too stupid to even write a crime report about them. - 

Randy K. Milholland 

The man who does not read good books has no advantage over the man who cannot read them. - Mark Twain 

The man who writes about himself and his own time is the only man who writes about all people and all time. - 

George Bernard Shaw 

The only test of work of l iterature is that it shall please other ages than its own. - Gerald Brenan 

The pen is mightier than the sword, and considerably easier to write with. - Marty Feldman 

The pen is mightier that the sword and considerable easier to write with. - Marty Felman 

The public have an insatiable curiosity to know everything. Except what is worth knowing. Journalism, conscious of 

this, supplies their demands. - Oscar Wilde 

The reason 99% of all stories written are not bought by editors is very simple. Editors never buy manuscripts that 

are left on the closet shelf at home. - John Campbell 

The remarkable thing about Shakespeare is that he really is very good, in spite of all the people who say he is very 

good. - Robert Graves 

The satirist who writes nothing but satire should write but l ittle - or it will seem that his satire springs rather from 

his own caustic nature than from the sins of the world in which he lives. - Anthony Trollope 

The secret of good writing is to say an old thing in a new way or to say a new thing in an old way. - Richard Harding 

Davis 

The streets were dark with something more than night. - Raymond Chandler 

The test of l iterature is, I suppose, whether we ourselves live more intensely for the reading of it. - Richard Harding 

Davis 

The trouble with the future is that is usually arrives before we're ready for it. - Arnold H. Glasgow 

The worst intrusion I know is represented in the author who forgets that you are only a reader and starts to put on 

a show. - Wilson Mizner 

The worth of a book is to be measured by what you can carry away from it. - James Bryce 

Then there is the other secret. There isn't any symbolysm [sic]. The sea is the sea. The old man is an old man. The 

boy is a boy and the fish is a fish. The shark are all sharks no better and no worse. All the symbolism that people 

say is shit. - Ernest Hemingway 



There are two kinds of writers: those that make you think, and those that make you wonder. - Brian Aldiss 

There is a great deal of difference between an eager man who wants to read a book and the tired man who wants 

a book to read. - G.K.Chesterton 

There is no such thing as a moral or an immoral book. Books are well written, or badly written. That is all. - Oscar 

Wilde 

There is no tribe of human beings more pestiferous than the people who insist on lending you books whether you 

wish to borrow them or not. - Robert Lynd 

They didn't want it good, they wanted it Wednesday. - Robert A. Heinlein 

This is a free country. Folks have a right to send me letters, and I have a right not to read them. - William Faulkner 

This is the best book ever written by any man on the wrong side of a question of which he is profoundly ignorant. - 

Thomas B. Macaulay 

This writing business. Pencils and what not. Overrated, if you ask me. - Winnie the Pooh 

Unless one is a genius, it is best to aim at being a intelligible. - Antony Hope 

Until  you understand a writer's ignorance, presume yourself ignorant of his understanding. - Samuel Taylor 

Coleridge 

We all  like stories that make us cry. It's so nice to feel sad when you've nothing in particular to feel sad about. - 

Anne Sullivan 

We are more ready to try the untried when what we do is inconsequential. Hence the remarkable fact that many 

inventions had their birth as toys. - Eric Hoffer 

We are so self-centered when we read that we admire only the thoughts that coincide with ours. - Santiago Ramon 

y Cajal 

We make out of the quarrel with others, rhetoric, but of the quarrel with ourselves, poetry. - William Butler Yeats 

We've all  heard that a million monkeys banging on a million typewriters will eventually reproduce the entire works 

of Shakespeare. Now, thanks to the Internet, we know this is not true. - Robert Wilenksy 

What a sense of security in an old book which time has criticized for us. - James Russell Lowell 

What I l ike best is a book that's at least funny once in a while...What really knocks me out is a book that, when 

you're all done reading it, you wish the author that wrote it was a terrific friend of yours and you could call him up 

on the phone whenever you felt l ike it. That doesn't happen much, though. - J. D. Salinger 

What I l ike in a good author is not what he says, but what he whispers. - Logan Pearsall Smith 

What is a epigram? A dwarfish whole. Its body brevity, and wit its soul. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

What is written without effort is in general read without pleasure. - Samuel Johnson 

What progress we are making. In the Middle Ages they would have burned me. Now they are content with burning 

my books. - Sigmund Freud 

Whatever poet, orator, or sage may say of it, old age is still old age. - Henry Longfellow 

When I am dead, I hope it may be said: His sins were scarlet, but his books were read. - Hilaire Belloc 

When I read about the evils of drinking, I gave up reading. - Henny Youngman 



When I split an infinitive, God damn it, I split it so it will stay split. - Raymond Chandler 

When I use a word,' Humpty Dumpty said in rather a scornful tone, 'it means just what I choose it to mean - 

neither more nor less.' - Lewis Carroll 

When I was ten, I read fairy tales in secret and would have been ashamed if I had been found doing so. Now tha t I 

am fifty I read them openly. When I became a man I put away childish things, including the fear of childishness and 

the desire to be very grown up. - C.S. Lewis 

When something can be read without effort, great effort has gone into its writing. - Enrique Jardiel Poncela 

When we see a natural style we are quite amazed and delighted, because we expected to see an author and find a 

man. - Blaise Pascal 

With sixty staring me in the face, I have developed inflammation of the sentence structure and definite ha rdening 

of the paragraphs. - James Thurber 

Words are, of course, the most powerful drug used by mankind. - Rudyard Kipling 

Words, words, mere words, no matter from the heart. - William Shakespeare 

Works of imagination should be written in very plain language; the more purely imaginative they are the more 

necessary it is to be plain. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Write something to suit yourself and many people will l ike it; write something to suit everybody and scarcely 

anyone will care for it. - Jesse Stuart 

Writing is a lot easier if you have something to say. - Sholem Asch 

Writing is no trouble: you just jot down ideas as they occur to you. The jotting is simplicity itself - it is the occurring 

which is difficult. - Stephen Leacock 

Writing only leads to more writing. - Sidonie Gabrielle Colette 

Yet he was more original than his originals. Landor of Shakespeare. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

You may have tangible wealth untold; Caskets of jewels and coffers of gold. Richer than I you can never be; I had a 

mother who read to me. - Stickland Gillilan 

You need a certain amount of nerve to be a writer. - Margaret Atwood 

You will  not find poetry anywhere unless you bring some of it with you. - Joseph Joubert 

Your manuscript is both good and original, but the part that is good is not original and the part that is original is 

not good. - Anonymous 

  



Bumper Stickers  

667 Neighbour of the Beast. - Bumper Sticker 

A dirty mind is a wonderful thing! - Bumper Sticker 

A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well. - Bumper Sticker 

A l ittle honey is good for your health. Pick me up at 8:00? - Bumper Sticker 

A real gentleman wouldn't stare at my stickers. - Bumper Sticker 

Actions Speak Louder than Bumper Sticker. - Bumper Sticker 

Alcohol and calculus don't mix. Never drink and derive. - Bumper Sticker 

All  men are Animals, Some just make better Pets! - Bumper Sticker 

All  reports are in. Life is now officially unfair. - Bumper Sticker 

All  things being equal, fat people use more soap. - Bumper Sticker 

All  work and no play will make you the manager. - Bumper Sticker 

Always yield to temptation. It may never pass your way again. - Bumper Sticker 

Am I supposed to be impressed? - Bumper Sticker 

America - Love it or leave it. - Bumper Sticker 

And on the 8th day, God played golf! - Bumper Sticker 

Annoy a l iberal. Work hard and smile. - Bumper Sticker 

Annoy a politician today. THINK! - Bumper Sticker 

Any connection between your reality and mine is purely coincidental. - Bumper Sticker 

Atheists are Beyond Belief. - Bumper Sticker 

Athletes love to score. - Bumper Sticker 

Auntie Em, Hate you, hate Kansas, taking the dog. Dorothy. - Bumper Sticker 

Be creative, invent a perversion! - Bumper Sticker 

Be ye fishers of men: You catch them. He'll clean them. - Bumper Sticker 

Beam Me Up Scotty! There's No Intelligent Life Down Here. - Bumper Sticker 

Been there. Done that. Can't remember why... - Bumper Sticker 

Been there. Done that. Got a T-Shirt to prove it. - Bumper Sticker 

Been there. Done that. Went back for more. - Bumper Sticker 

Beer: Teaching white people to dance since 1867. - Bumper Sticker 

Better to understand a little than to misunderstand a lot. - Bumper Sticker 

Blondes arent dumm. - Bumper Sticker 

Born Again. And again, and again, and again .... - Bumper Sticker 



Born Again? Why don't you just grow up? - Bumper Sticker 

Born once. That was plenty. - Bumper Sticker 

Born Right the first time. - Bumper Sticker 

B.I.B.L.E.- Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth. - Bumper Sticker 

Christian have more fun... especially later! - Bumper Sticker 

Clinton can't feel my pain, Clinton IS my pain! - Bumper Sticker 

Do infants enjoy infancy as much as adults enjoy adultery? - Bumper Sticker 

Do they ever shut up on your planet? - Bumper Sticker 

Do to the other fellow as he would do unto you. But for God's sake do it first! - Bumper Sticker 

Doctor's try, Jesus saves! - Bumper Sticker 

Doesn't expecting the unexpected make the unexpected become the expected. - Bumper Sticker 

Dogs think men are gods. Cats are not so easily deluded. - Bumper Sticker 

Dolphins: Don't trust a species that's always smiling, its up to something! - Bumper Sticker 

Don't ask me about Scientology. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't assume I Share Your Prejudices. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't be stupid we have Politicians for that. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't Blame ME, I Voted For Al Gore. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't blame me. I voted. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't blame me... I'm just visiting this planet! - Bumper Sticker 

Don't bother honking or flashing your lights, I'm deaf and blind. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't bother (me) - Bumper Sticker 

Don't confuse me with facts my mind is already made up. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't Disturb: ALREADY DISTURBED. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't drink and drive. You might hit a bump and spill it. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't drive faster than your guardian angel can fly. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't follow me. I'm lost too. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't give God instructions - just report for duty. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't l ike my driving? Then QUIT watching me. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't meddle in the affairs of dragons for your crunchy and Good with Ketchup. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't Meddle. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't piss me off! I'm running out of places to hide the bodies. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't play stupid with me... I'm better at it! - Bumper Sticker 



Don't presume I'm decent. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't Re-Elect a Son of A Bush! - Bumper Sticker 

Don't Start With Me. You Know How I Get. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't start with me. You will not win. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't think God has a sense of Humour? Look at the platypus. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't treat me any differently than you would the Queen. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't Vote? Don't Complain. - Bumper Sticker 

Don't wash this vehicle - Undergoing scientific dirt test. - Bumper Sticker 

Earth First. (We'll screw up the other planets later). - Bumper Sticker 

Energizer Bunny arrested, charged with battery. - Bumper Sticker 

Eve was framed. - Bumper Sticker 

Even Jesus l ived with his mother until he was 30. - Bumper Sticker 

Ever stop to think, and forget to start again? - Bumper Sticker 

Every body wants to go to heaven. No one wants to die. - Bumper Sticker 

Everyone is entitled to my opinion. - Bumper Sticker 

Fat people are harder to kidnap. - Bumper Sticker 

Finally 21, and Legally Able to Do Everything I've Been Doing Since 15. - Bumper Sticker 

Finish your Beer. There are sober people in China. - Bumper Sticker 

Flies spread disease. Keep yours zipped. - Bumper Sticker 

For every action, there is an equal and opposite criticism. - Bumper Sticker 

Get even. Live long enough to be a problem to your children. - Bumper Sticker 

Get your own bumper sticker and stop staring at mine. - Bumper Sticker 

Give God what's right not what's left. - Bumper Sticker 

Go fascinate someone Else. - Bumper Sticker 

Go on, I'l l  see you at the next traffic l ight. - Bumper Sticker 

God forgives... I don't. - Bumper Sticker 

God is real unless declared Integer. - Bumper Sticker 

God loves you. I'm really trying. - Bumper Sticker 

God so loved the world he didn't send a committee. - Bumper Sticker 

God wants Spiritual fruits not religious nuts. - Bumper Sticker 

Good planets are hard to find! - Bumper Sticker 

GR8 NBEd. - Bumper Sticker 



Grandchildren are spoiled because you can't spank the Grandma! - Bumper Sticker 

Growing old is mandatory. Growing up is optional. - Bumper Sticker 

Guys have feelings too. But l ike...who cares? - Bumper Sticker 

Half of the people in the world are below average. - Bumper Sticker 

Hang up and drive! - Bumper Sticker 

Has Anyone Seen My Constitutional Rights? - Bumper Sticker 

Have a crappy day. - Bumper Sticker 

Have a nice day... somewhere else. - Bumper Sticker 

Have you confused a Christian today? - Bumper Sticker 

Having Abandoned My Search For Truth I Am Now Looking For A Good Fantasy. - Bumper Sticker 

He who hesitates pisses off everyone behind him. - Bumper Sticker 

He who laughs last, thinks slowest! - Bumper Sticker 

Heading in the wrong direction? God allows U-turns. - Bumper Sticker 

Heaven is a lonely place. Everybody thinks they're the only one going. - Bumper Sticker 

Heaven won't take me and Hell is afraid I'll take over. - Bumper Sticker 

Hell's too hot; Heaven's full of religious people. That's supposed to be a choice? - Bumper Sticker 

Help wanted: Telepath ... you know where to apply. - Bumper Sticker 

Hire teenagers while they still know everything! - Bumper Sticker 

Honk all you want. I'm deaf! - Bumper Sticker 

Honk if you are just a honker. - Bumper Sticker 

How can I miss you if you won't go away? - Bumper Sticker 

How many times must a man travel down the same road before he admits he is lost? - Bumper Sticker 

Humpty Dumpty was pushed! - Bumper Sticker 

I'd give up chocolate, but I'm no quitter. - Bumper Sticker 

I'l l  do it tomorrow, I've made enuf mistakes today. - Bumper Sticker 

I'l l  try being nicer if you'll try being smarter. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm A Citizen, Not A Suspect. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm a drunk, not an alcoholic. Alcoholics have to go to meetings. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm a nice guy. My car is evil. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm in shape ... round's a shape isn't it? - Bumper Sticker 

I'm just driving this way to piss you off. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm looking for the right pedestrian to run over. - Bumper Sticker 



I'm not a bitch. I'm the bitch. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm not a complete idiot - several parts are missing. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm not as think as you drunk I am. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm not completely worthless. I can be used as a bad example. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm not deaf. I'm just ignoring you. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm not driving fast - Just flying low. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm not opinionated, I'm just always right. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm one of those bad things that happen to good people! - Bumper Sticker 

I'm out of bed and dressed, What more do you want? - Bumper Sticker 

I'm out of estrogen-and I have a gun. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm out of my mind, but feel free to leave a message... - Bumper Sticker 

I'm really easy to get along with once you people learn to worship me. - Bumper Sticker 

I'm talking to myself - please don't eavesdrop! - Bumper Sticker 

I'm the Christian the devil warned you about. - Bumper Sticker 

I've Got Nothing Against God... It's His Fan Club I Can't Stand. - Bumper Sticker 

I almost had a psychic girlfriend but she left me before we met. - Bumper Sticker 

I always take life with a grain of salt, ...plus a slice of lemon, ...and a shot of tequila. - Bumper Sticker 

I am driving this way because I want to PISS YOU OFF! - Bumper Sticker 

I believe in dragons, good men and other mythological creatures. - Bumper Sticker 

I believe in the big bang theory, God spoke and bang it happened. - Bumper Sticker 

I brake for fairys, elves, gnomes, the toothfairy, the easter bunny, santa and other little creatures that only I can 

see. - Bumper Sticker 

I Brake For No Apparent Reason. - Bumper Sticker 

I Came, I Saw, I did some shopping. - Bumper Sticker 

I can't even think straight. - Bumper Sticker 

I can be one of those bad things that happens to bad people. - Bumper Sticker 

I considered atheism but there weren't enough holidays. - Bumper Sticker 

I didn't do it. You can't prove it. Nobody saw me. The sheep are lying! - Bumper Sticker 

I do listen to your prayers, I'm just not interested in the game - God. - Bumper Sticker 

I don't approve of political jokes...I've seen too many of them get elected. - Bumper Sticker 

I don't believe in gnomes - they are l iars! - Bumper Sticker 

I don't believe in miracles. I rely on them. - Bumper Sticker 

I don't brake. - Bumper Sticker 



I don't care who you are you are not waiting the water when I'm fishing. - Bumper Sticker 

I don't care who you are, Fatso. Get the reindeer off my roof! - Bumper Sticker 

I don't care. I don't have to. - Bumper Sticker 

I don't find it difficult to meet expenses they are everywhere. - Bumper Sticker 

I don't know what your problem is, but I'll bet it's hard to pronounce. - Bumper Sticker 

I earn a seven figure salary. Unfortunately, there is a decimal point involved. - Bumper Sticker 

I get plenty of exercise just pushing my luck. - Bumper Sticker 

I have a handgun and it's l icensed. Any more questions? - Bumper Sticker 

I have a nice body, and its in my trunk. - Bumper Sticker 

I have a positive attitude about my destructive habits. - Bumper Sticker 

I have a problem with drinking, two hands and only one mouth. - Bumper Sticker 

I have good Brakes, Do you have GOOD Insurance? - Bumper Sticker 

I have PMS and a gun...excuse me, did you have s omething to say? - Bumper Sticker 

I intend to l ive forever - so far, so good. - Bumper Sticker 

I is a college student. - Bumper Sticker 

I just let my mind wander, and it didn't come back. - Bumper Sticker 

I know what you're thinking, and you should be ashamed of yourself. - Bumper Sticker 

I l ike you. You remind me of when I was young and stupid. - Bumper Sticker 

I might be driving slowly, but I'm still in front of you. - Bumper Sticker 

I need someone really bad... are you really bad? - Bumper Sticker 

I only LOOK sweet and innocent. - Bumper Sticker 

I respect your opinion. Just don't want to hear it! - Bumper Sticker 

I said 'no' to drugs, but they just wouldn't l isten. - Bumper Sticker 

I SAW that - God. - Bumper Sticker 

I smile because I have no idea what's going on. - Bumper Sticker 

I souport publik edukashun. - Bumper Sticker 

I started with nothing and still have most of it left. - Bumper Sticker 

I think, therefore I'm dangerous. - Bumper Sticker 

I think, therefore I'm single. - Bumper Sticker 

I think, therefore we have nothing in common. - Bumper Sticker 

I used to be a schizophrenic until they cured me, now I'm just lonely. - Bumper Sticker 

I used to be schizophrenic, but we're OK now. - Bumper Sticker 



I used to have a handle on life, but it broke. - Bumper Sticker 

I want my rib back! - Bumper Sticker 

I want to be Barbie! The bitch has everything! - Bumper Sticker 

I want to die in my sleep like my grandfather... Not screaming in terror l ike his passengers. - Bumper Sticker 

I wasn't born a bitch. Men like you made me this way. - Bumper Sticker 

I ? my wife. - Bumper Sticker 

If all  else fails.. Lower your standards. - Bumper Sticker 

If at first you DO succeed, pretend you knew what you were doing! - Bumper Sticker 

If at first you do succeed, try not to look astonished. - Bumper Sticker 

If at first you don't succeed, blame someone else and seek counseling. - Bumper Sticker 

If at first you don't succeed, destroy all evidence that you tried. - Bumper Sticker 

If at first you don't succeed, redefine success. - Bumper Sticker 

If at first you don't succeed, then skydiving is not for you. - Bumper Sticker 

If cheerleaders are so easy, why aren't you with one? - Bumper Sticker 

If Clinton is the answer, it must have been a stupid question. - Bumper Sticker 

If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal? - Bumper Sticker 

If God doesn't l ike something about me, let him tell  me, not you. - Bumper Sticker 

If God had not meant us to write on walls, he would never have given us an example. - Bumper Sticker 

If going to church makes you a Christian, does going to a garage make you a car? - Bumper Sticker 

If guns cause crime, matches cause arson! - Bumper Sticker 

If ignorance is bliss, why aren't more people happy? - Bumper Sticker 

If in doubt, make it sound convincing. - Bumper Sticker 

If it's too loud, you're too old. - Bumper Sticker 

If it has wheels or a skirt, you can't afford it. - Bumper Sticker 

If it isn't broken, fix it until it is. - Bumper Sticker 

If it works, tear it apart and find out why! - Bumper Sticker 

If men are from Mars, then why can't we send them back? - Bumper Sticker 

If the music is too loud, you're too old. - Bumper Sticker 

If the world didn't suck, we'd all fall off. - Bumper Sticker 

If the world is going to end at midnight 2000, which time zone will God use? - Bumper Sticker 

If they don't have chocolate in heaven, I AIN'T GOING! - Bumper Sticker 

If this car is being driven courteously IT'S STOLEn. - Bumper Sticker 



If we are what we eat, I'm cheap, fast, and easy. - Bumper Sticker 

If You're Not Outraged, You're Not Paying Attention. - Bumper Sticker 

If you're not the lead dog, the scenery never changes. - Bumper Sticker 

If you're rich, I'm single! - Bumper Sticker 

If you believe you can tell me what to think, I believe I can tell you where to go. - Bumper Sticker 

If you can't trust me with a choice, how can you trust me with a child? - Bumper Sticker 

If you can read this I'm not going fast enough. - Bumper Sticker 

If you can read this, I can slam on my brakes and sue you! - Bumper Sticker 

If you can read this, thank your teacher. - Bumper Sticker 

If you can read this, you are inquisitive. - Bumper Sticker 

If you can read this, You are Literate. - Bumper Sticker 

If you can read this:- you are too damn close. - Bumper Sticker 

If you don't l ike my attitude, stop looking at my Stickers! - Bumper Sticker 

If you don't l ike the news, go out and make some. - Bumper Sticker 

If you don't l ike the way I'm driving, You come and get these handcuffs off! - Bumper Sticker 

If you don't l ike the way I drive, get off the sidewalk! - Bumper Sticker 

If you don't l ike the way you were born, try being born again. - Bumper Sticker 

If you drink l ike a fish. Swim don't drive. - Bumper Sticker 

If you keep swearing. I'll just prolong the traffic. - Bumper Sticker 

If you must drink and drive, drink Pepsi! - Bumper Sticker 

If you think the system is working, just ask someone who isn't. - Bumper Sticker 

If you think this car is dirty, then you should spend a night with the driver! - Bumper Sticker 

If you try to fail  and succeed. Which have you done? - Bumper Sticker 

If you want breakfast in bed, sleep in the kitchen. - Bumper Sticker 

If you want to give God a good laugh, tell Him what YOUR plans are... - Bumper Sticker 

If you were made in God's image, how did you get to be so ugly? - Bumper Sticker 

If your bumper sticker wasn't so damned small, I wouldn't have to drive so close to read it! - Bumper Sticker 

If your l ife is rusty... Your bible is dusty! - Bumper Sticker 

If your ship hasn't come in...Swim out to it! - Bumper Sticker 

Ignore your rights and they'll go away. - Bumper Sticker 

In God we trust; all others must pay cash. - Bumper Sticker 

In the beginning was the word - and the word was four bytes. - Bumper Sticker 



Instant idiot. Just add alcohol. - Bumper Sticker 

IRS We've got what it takes to take what you've got. - Bumper Sticker 

It's been lovely, but I have to scream now. - Bumper Sticker 

It's been Monday all week. - Bumper Sticker 

It's God's job to forgive Bin Laden. It's our job to arrange the meeting. - Bumper Sticker 

It's hard to be nostalgic when you can't remember anything. - Bumper Sticker 

It's hard to make a comeback when you haven't been anywhere. - Bumper Sticker 

It's lonely at the top, but you eat better. - Bumper Sticker 

It's no longer fruitful to multiply. - Bumper Sticker 

It's not hard to meet expenses...they're everywhere. - Bumper Sticker 

It's not my fault that I'm the only one here who knows to drive. - Bumper Sticker 

It's not my fault. Whatever it is. - Bumper Sticker 

It's not the heat. It's the humidity. - Bumper Sticker 

It's not who you sleep with... It's who keeps you awake! - Bumper Sticker 

It's worse than you think and they ARE out to get you! - Bumper Sticker 

It wasn't for ALL of us that Jesus died; but it was for EACH of us. - Bumper Sticker 

I. R. S: We've got what it takes to take what you've got! - Bumper Sticker 

Jesus gives and forgives, Man gets and forgets. - Bumper Sticker 

Jesus is coming and you're wearing THAT?! - Bumper Sticker 

Jesus is coming! Look busy. - Bumper Sticker 

Jesus loves you, but I'm his favorite. - Bumper Sticker 

Jesus loves you... Everyone else hates your guts! - Bumper Sticker 

Jesus saves. I don't. - Bumper Sticker 

Joan of Arc heard voices too! - Bumper Sticker 

Join the Army. Visit exotic places, meet interesting people, then kill them. - Bumper Sticker 

Just because I'm paranoid it doesn't mean they aren't out to get me. - Bumper Sticker 

Just what part of NO didn't you understand...? - Bumper Sticker 

Just when you think you've won the Rat Race, along come faster Rats. - Bumper Sticker 

Karaoke bars combine two of the nation's greatest evils- people who shouldn't drink with people who shouldn't 

sing. - Bumper Sticker 

Keep honking - I'm deaf! - Bumper Sticker 

Know Sin. No God. Know God. No Sin. - Bumper Sticker 

Laugh alone and the world thinks you're an idiot. - Bumper Sticker 



Lawyers Have Feelings Too! (allegedly) - Bumper Sticker 

Lead me not into temptation. I know my own way. - Bumper Sticker 

Learn from your parents' mistakes. Use birth control! - Bumper Sticker 

Leave Earth Now - Ask Me How. - Bumper Sticker 

Legalising Concealed Weapons would be just fine if stupidity was outlawed. - Bumper Sticker 

Let's get one thing straight, I'm not. - Bumper Sticker 

Life's too short to date ugly men. - Bumper Sticker 

Life is l ike a box of chocolates .. full of nuts! - Bumper Sticker 

Life is too complicated in the morning. - Bumper Sticker 

Living on Earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip around the sun. - Bumper Sticker 

Long live my car 4 it takes me where I need 2 go. - Bumper Sticker 

Lord give me patience... But Hurry! - Bumper Sticker 

Lord, I wish to find you, but spare me from those who have! - Bumper Sticker 

Love is free. It's diapers that are expensive. - Bumper Sticker 

Love is no game for the weak. - Bumper Sticker 

Love thy neighbor, but don't brag about it! - Bumper Sticker 

LOVE: two vowels, two consonants, two fools. - Bumper Sticker 

Make yourself at home! Clean my kitchen. - Bumper Sticker 

Man who drives like hell bound to get there! - Bumper Sticker 

Men aren't pigs...pigs are gentle, cute creatures! - Bumper Sticker 

Men have feelings too, but who really cares? - Bumper Sticker 

Men. Give them an inch and they think they're a ruler. - Bumper Sticker 

Monday is an awful way to spend 1/7th of your l ife. - Bumper Sticker 

Most people want to serve God, but only in an advisory position. - Bumper Sticker 

My boss is a Jewish Carpenter. - Bumper Sticker 

My car does all the driving. I just sit in here. - Bumper Sticker 

My convictions are not for public display. - Bumper Sticker 

My Governor can beat up your Governor. - Bumper Sticker 

My intuition nearly makes up for my lack of good judgment. - Bumper Sticker 

My job drives me to drink. If it wasn't for that, I'D QUIT! - Bumper Sticker 

My job is secure. No one else wants it. - Bumper Sticker 

My Job is to Comfort the Disturbed and Disturb the Comfortable. - Bumper Sticker 



My life may be weird, but at least it's not boring! - Bumper Sticker 

My mind not only wanders, sometimes it leaves completely. - Bumper Sticker 

My mother is a travel  agent for guilt trips. - Bumper Sticker 

My Other Car Also Has This Bumper Sticker. - Bumper Sticker 

My other car bumper sticker is funny. - Bumper Sticker 

My other car is a Porsche. - Bumper Sticker 

My other car is a space ship. - Bumper Sticker 

My other car is also a piece of junk. - Bumper Sticker 

My other ride is your boyfriend. - Bumper Sticker 

My other vehicle is a broom stick! - Bumper Sticker 

My parents think I'm in college. - Bumper Sticker 

Never drive faster than your Guardian Angel can fly. - Bumper Sticker 

Never hit a man with glasses. Use your fist! - Bumper Sticker 

Never miss a good opportunity to shut up. - Bumper Sticker 

Never play leap frog with a Unicorn. - Bumper Sticker 

Never trust a smiling GM! - Bumper Sticker 

Next Mood swing: 6 minutes. Keep safe distance. - Bumper Sticker 

Nice l ittle planet you've got here. Shame if something happened to it. - Bumper Sticker 

No Jesus, No Peace - Know Jesus, Know Peace. - Bumper Sticker 

Nobody's perfect. I'm a Nobody. - Bumper Sticker 

Nonconformists are all alike. - Bumper Sticker 

Normal people worry me. - Bumper Sticker 

Not afraid of heights - afraid of widths. - Bumper Sticker 

Not all men are annoying. Some are dead. - Bumper Sticker 

Nothing is quite so annoying as to have someone go right on talking when you're interrupting. - Bumper Sticker 

Nothing political is correct. - Bumper Sticker 

Nothing ruins the truth like stretching it. - Bumper Sticker 

Nothing to lose! - Bumper Sticker 

Objects in the mirror may have flunked driver education. - Bumper Sticker 

Of all  the things I've lost, I miss my mind the most! - Bumper Sticker 

Of course I don't look busy, I did it right the first time. - Bumper Sticker 

Oh Lord, Deliver me from thy followers. - Bumper Sticker 



Oh, no! I turned out just like my mother! - Bumper Sticker 

On a tombstone:'I TOLD YOU I WAS SICK' - Bumper Sticker 

On the other hand, you have different fingers. - Bumper Sticker 

Only lawyers get to be judges, and that's the (F)LAW! - Bumper Sticker 

Open your heart, Jesus wants in. - Bumper Sticker 

Out of my mind...Back in five minutes. - Bumper Sticker 

People who think they know everything are very annoying to those of us who do. - Bumper Sticker 

Pi R squared. Nooo! Pie R round, cornbread R square! - Bumper Sticker 

Pink Sheep of the Family. - Bumper Sticker 

Plan ahead -- It wasn't raining when Noah built the ark. - Bumper Sticker 

Please do not honk. Driver trying to sleep. - Bumper Sticker 

Politically incorrect and proud of it! - Bumper Sticker 

Politicians and diapers have one thing in common. They should both be changed regularly, and for the same 

reason. - Bumper Sticker 

Power Corrupts - Isn't that what it's for? - Bumper Sticker 

Prevent truth decay, read the Bible! - Bumper Sticker 

Pride is what we have. Vanity is what others have. - Bumper Sticker 

Princess, having had sufficient experience with princes, seeks frog. - Bumper Sticker 

Procrastination is the art of keeping up with yesterday. - Bumper Sticker 

Prone to random acts of senseless reckless endangerment. - Bumper Sticker 

Protected by angels. - Bumper Sticker 

Puritanism: The haunting fear that someone, somewhere may be happy. - Bumper Sticker 

Question Authority before it Questions You! - Bumper Sticker 

Quiet! Genius at work. - Bumper Sticker 

Read the book I gave you, there will be a test -- God. - Bumper Sticker 

Reality is the leading cause of stress. - Bumper Sticker 

Remember Lot's wife. - Bumper Sticker 

Rest assured that all your hard work and effort will go unnoticed. - Bumper Sticker 

Ring the doorbell and run (he hates that) - Bumper Sticker 

Romance is l ike a game of chess: one false move and you're mated. - Bumper Sticker 

Sacred cows make divine hamburgers. - Bumper Sticker 

Saturday has a morning? - Bumper Sticker 

Save a cow. Eat a vegetarian. - Bumper Sticker 



Save California! When you leave take someone with you. - Bumper Sticker 

Save the Dolphins. What did the cows do wrong? - Bumper Sticker 

Save the planet! Kill yourself! - Bumper Sticker 

Save the ugly animals too! - Bumper Sticker 

Save Your Breath. You'll need it to blow up your date! - Bumper Sticker 

SAVED@THECROSS.COm. - Bumper Sticker 

Some days, the most interesting thing on the TV is a sleeping cat! - Bumper Sticker 

Some mornings I just don't feel l ike slaying dragons. - Bumper Sticker 

Some people are only alive because it is illegal to kill. - Bumper Sticker 

Someday, we'll look back on this, laugh nervously, then change the subject. - Bumper Sticker 

Sometimes I wake up grumpy; Other times I let him sleep. - Bumper Sticker 

Sometimes I wish life had subtitles. - Bumper Sticker 

Sorry if I look interested, I'm not! - Bumper Sticker 

Sorry, I don't date outside my species. - Bumper Sticker 

Southern DOS: Y'all reckon? (yep/Nope) - Bumper Sticker 

Stamp out global whining. - Bumper Sticker 

Stop animal experimentation. Use lawyers. - Bumper Sticker 

Stop looking for the right person, BE the right person! - Bumper Sticker 

Stop reading this bumper sticker and watch the road!!! - Bumper Sticker 

Stop repeat offenders. Don't re-elect them! - Bumper Sticker 

Stop Using Jesus as an Excuse for Being Narrow-Minded. - Bumper Sticker 

Straight But Not Narrow. - Bumper Sticker 

Stupidity is not a handicap. Park elsewhere! - Bumper Sticker 

Support wildlife, throw a party! - Bumper Sticker 

Take matters into your own hands, Pray! - Bumper Sticker 

Take my advice, I don't use it anyway. - Bumper Sticker 

Take your ex out tonight. One bullet ought to do it! - Bumper Sticker 

Talk is Cheap, until you hire a lawyer. - Bumper Sticker 

THANK YOU for deciding what's good for me. - Bumper Sticker 

That 'Love Thy Neighbor' thing... I meant it.-- God. - Bumper Sticker 

That which does not kill me pisses me off. - Bumper Sticker 

The ark was built by amateurs, the Titanic was built by professionals. - Bumper Sticker 



The best way to get on your feet is to get off your ass! - Bumper Sticker 

The complaint department is closed! - Bumper Sticker 

The computer revolution is over: The computers won! - Bumper Sticker 

The early worm gets caught. - Bumper Sticker 

The Earth is full. Go Home! - Bumper Sticker 

The grass is always greener on TV! - Bumper Sticker 

The Lord forgives; why don't you ? - Bumper Sticker 

The lord is my shepherd, but he's looking for a better job! - Bumper Sticker 

The meek shall inherit the Earth. The rest of us are going to the stars! - Bumper Sticker 

The problem with religious texts is that the answers aren't in the back, either. - Bumper Sticker 

The Ten Commandments are NOT multiple choice -- God. - Bumper Sticker 

The Ten Commandments are not the ten suggestions! - Bumper Sticker 

Those who can make you believe absurdities can make you commit atrocities. - Bumper Sticker 

Thou shall not steal... my automobile! - Bumper Sticker 

To a Cat, People are just Furniture that does Tricks. - Bumper Sticker 

To hell with the dog, beware of the owner. - Bumper Sticker 

Too bad stupidity isn't painful. - Bumper Sticker 

Trespassers will be shot, survivors will be shot again! - Bumper Sticker 

Trust God, He cares. - Bumper Sticker 

Trust in God, but lock your car. - Bumper Sticker 

Two wrongs don't make a right but three rights make a left. - Bumper Sticker 

Vampires Suck! - Bumper Sticker 

Vegetables aren't food. Vegetables are what food eats. - Bumper Sticker 

Veni, vidi, velcro: I came, I saw, I stuck around. - Bumper Sticker 

Very funny Scotty, now beam down my clothes. - Bumper Sticker 

Vote Conservative! There's no mistake like an old mistake! - Bumper Sticker 

Want a taste of religion? Bite a minister! - Bumper Sticker 

WANTED: Meaningful overnight relationship. - Bumper Sticker 

Warning Invisible Dragon in Back Seat. - Bumper Sticker 

Warning! Dates on Calendar are closer than they appear. - Bumper Sticker 

Warning! I have an attitude and I know how to use it! - Bumper Sticker 

Warning! I intentionally run over small, furry animals. - Bumper Sticker 



Watch out for the idiot behind me. - Bumper Sticker 

We're staying together for the sake of the cats! - Bumper Sticker 

We're the largest street gang in America. We're the Police! - Bumper Sticker 

We need to talk.-- God. - Bumper Sticker 

We the unwilling lead by the unqualified are doing the impossible for the ungrateful. - Bumper Sticker 

Welcome to California. Now go home! - Bumper Sticker 

Well, this day was a total waste of make-up. - Bumper Sticker 

What God didn't give me, My plastic surgeon did! - Bumper Sticker 

What part of 'No' don't you understand? - Bumper Sticker 

What part of 'Thou Shalt Not...' didn't you understand?-- God. - Bumper Sticker 

What would an adult do in this situation? - Bumper Sticker 

Whatever kind of look you were going for, you missed. - Bumper Sticker 

Whatever ... - Bumper Sticker 

When I want your opinion, I'll beat it out of you. - Bumper Sticker 

When I want your opinion, I'll give it to you. - Bumper Sticker 

When in doubt - shut up! - Bumper Sticker 

When the going gets tough, everybody leaves. - Bumper Sticker 

When you don't know what to do, walk fast and look worried. - Bumper Sticker 

Where there's a whip, there's a way. - Bumper Sticker 

Where there's a will...I want to be in it. - Bumper Sticker 

Whisper my favorite words: 'I'll buy it for you.' - Bumper Sticker 

Who are these kids and why are they calling me Mom? - Bumper Sticker 

Who me? I just wander from room to room. - Bumper Sticker 

Why am I in this basket and where am i going? - Bumper Sticker 

Why am I the only person on earth who knows how to drive? - Bumper Sticker 

Why are wise men and wise guys the exact opposite? - Bumper Sticker 

Why be difficult. Be impossible! - Bumper Sticker 

Why be Normal? - Bumper Sticker 

Why can't I be rich instead of well hung... - Bumper Sticker 

Why is it that most nudists are people you don't want to see naked? - Bumper Sticker 

Why is there always so much month left at the end of the money? - Bumper Sticker 

Wink, I'll do the rest! - Bumper Sticker 



Work harder. Millions on welfare depend on you. - Bumper Sticker 

Work is for people who don't know how to golf. - Bumper Sticker 

Yes this is my truck. No I wont help you move. - Bumper Sticker 

Yes, As A Matter Of Fact, I Do Own The Whole Damn Road! - Bumper Sticker 

You are proof that God has a sense of Humour. - Bumper Sticker 

You are validating my inherent mistrust of strangers. - Bumper Sticker 

You can't chill out in the Hellfire... It's cooler to be a Christian. - Bumper Sticker 

You earthlings have such strange eating habits. - Bumper Sticker 

You eat three times a day; why can't you pray five times? - Bumper Sticker 

You have a right to your opinions. I just don't want to hear them. - Bumper Sticker 

You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say will be misquoted and used against you. - Bumper Sticker 

You have the right to remain silent. So please SHUT UP. - Bumper Sticker 

You have to be really secure to be seen in a car l ike this. - Bumper Sticker 

You non-conformists are all the same. - Bumper Sticker 

@#$%  ̂the censors! - Bumper Sticker 

Stop the World - I Want to Get Off. - Anonymous 

What's the officer, problem? - Anonymous 

 

Business/Money 

A bank is a place that will lend you money if you can prove that you don't need it. - Bob Hope 

A bargain is something you cannot use at a price you cannot resist. - Anonymous 

A business that makes nothing but money is a poor business. - Henry Ford 

A consultant is someone who saves his client almost enough to pay his fee. - Arnold H. Glasgow 

A habit of debt is very injurious to the memory. - Austin O'Malley 

A man is rich in proportion to the number of things he can afford to let alone. - Henry David Thoreau 

A man that hoards up riches and enjoys them not, is l ike an ass that carries gold and eats thistles. - Richard Burton 

A market is the combined behavior of thousands of people responding to information, misinformation a nd whim. - 

Kenneth Chang 

A nickel ain't worth a dime anymore. - Yogi Berra 

A rich man is nothing but a poor man with money. - W.C. Fields 

All  I ask is a chance to prove that money can't make me happy. - Anonymous 

All I ask is the chance to prove that money can't make me happy. - Spike Milligan 

All I want is a little more than I'll ever get. - Ashleigh Brilliant 



And the Judge said, 'All the money and we'll shorten it to Alimony' - Robin Williams 

Art suffers the moment other people start paying for it. The more you need the money, the more people will tell 

you what to do. The less control you will have. The more bullshit you will have to swallow. The less joy it will bring. 

Know this and plan accordingly. - Hugh Macleod 

As favor and riches forsake a man, we di scover in him the foolishness they concealed, and which no one perceived 

before. - Jean de la Bruyere 

As long as people will accept crap, it will be financially profitable to dispense it. - Dick Cavett 

Blessed are the young, for they shall inherit the nati onal debt. - Herbert Hoover 

Borrowing, l ike scratching is only good for a while - Jewish Saying 

Bulls make money. Bears make money. Pigs get slaughtered. - Anonymous 

Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine. - Robert C. Gallagher 

Communism doesn't work because people l ike to own stuff. - Frank Zappa 

Did you know that bills travel through the post at five times the speed of cheques. - Charles Dollen 

Do not waste your time on Social Questions. What is the matter with the poor is Poverty; what is the matter with 

the rich is Uselessness. - George Bernard Shaw 

Do well and you will have no need for ancestors. - Voltaire 

Don't answer back if you are out to make money, but do if you are out for enjoyment. - Barry Pain 

Foreign aid might be defined as a transfer of money from poor people in rich countries to rich people in poor 

countries. - Douglas Casey 

Give me the luxuries of l ife and I will willingly do without the necessities. - Frank Lloyd Wright 

He who is not capable of enduring poverty is not capable of being free. - Victor Hugo 

Honesty is the best policy - when there is money in it. - Mark Twain 

I belong to that section of the class which makes the upper half of the class possible. - Julius Cohen 

I don't know much about being a millionaire, but I'll bet I'd be darling at it. - Dorothy Parker 

I don't pay good wages because I have a lot of money; I have a lot of money because I pay good wages. - Robert 

Bosch 

I have always paid income tax. I object only when it reaches a stage when I am threatened with having nothing left 

for my old age - which is due to start next Tuesday or Wednesday. - Noel Coward 

I hope that when I die, people say about me, 'Boy, that guy sure owed me a lot of money.' - Jack Handey 

I made up my mind long ago that life was too short to do anything for myself that I could pay others to do for me. - 

William Somerset Maugham 

I would rather be able to appreciate things I cannot have than to have things I am not able to appreciate. - Elbert 

Hubbard 

If I had a nickel for every time I said 'Why me?' I'd have probably said 'Why me?' more often. - Tom Wilson 

If money is your hope for independence, you will never have it. - Henry Ford 



If they're selling elephants two for a quarter, that's a great bargain. But only if you have a quarter and only if  you 

need elephants. - David N. Dinkins 

If who you are is what you've got, and what you've got is lost, then who are you. - Anonymous 

If you can count your money, you don't have a billion dollars. - J. Paul Getty 

If you make a l iving, if you earn your own money, you're free however free one can be on this planet. - Theodore 

White 

If you owe the bank $100 that's your problem. If you owe the bank $100 million, that's the bank's problem. - J. Paul 

Getty 

If you think nobody cares whether you are alive or dead, try missing a couple of car payments. - Ann Landers 

If you want to know what God thinks of money, just look at the people he gave it to. - Dorothy Parker 

If you're not a part of the solution, there's good money to be made in prolonging the problem. - Larry Kersten 

I'l l  say this for adversity: people seem to be able to stand it, and that's more than I can say for prosperity. - Kin 

Hubbard 

I'm living so far beyond my income that we may almost be said to be living apart. - e. e. cummings 

In prosperity our friends know us; in adversity we know our friends. - J. Churton Collins 

In science, it doesn't matter if you're wrong, as long as you're not stupid. In business, it doesn't matter if you're 

stupid, so long as you're not wrong. - Anonymous 

It has always seemed strange to me...The things we admire in men, kindness and generosity, openness, honesty, 

understanding and feeling, are the concomitants of failure in our system. And those traits we detest, sharpness, 

greed, acquisitiveness, meanness, egotism and selfinterest, are the traits of success. And while men admire the 

quality of the first they love the produce of the second. - John Steinbeck 

It is a kind of spiritual snobbery that makes people think they can be happy without money. - Albert Camus 

It is better to have a permanent income than to be fascinating. - Oscar Wilde 

It is difficult to love mankind unless one has a reasonable private income and when one has better things to do 

than to love mankind. - Hugh Kingsmill 

It is only when the rich are sick that they fully feel the impotence of wealth. - C.C.Colton 

It is sweet to be remembered, but it is cheaper to be fogotten. - Kin Hubbard 

It is unfortunate we can't buy many business executives for what they are worth and sell them for what they think 

they are worth. - Malcolm Forbes 

I've l ived all my life in this weird wonderland; I keep buying things that I don't understand, 'Cause they promise me 

miracles, magic, and hope, But, somehow, it always turns out to be soap. - Anonymous 

Lack of money is the root of all evil. - George Bernard Shaw 

Living in the lap of luxury isn't bad, except you never know when luxury is going to stand up. - Orson Welles 

Lottery: A tax on people who are bad at math. - Anonymous 

Make money and the whole nation will conspire to call you a gentleman. - George Bernard Shaw 



Many people take no care of their money till they come nearly to the end of it, and others do just the same with 

their time. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Men make counterfeit money; in many more cases, money makes counterfeit men. - Sydney J. Harris 

Money can't buy happiness, but neither can poverty. - Leo Rosten 

Money can't buy happiness, but poverty can't buy anything. - Peter Flom 

Money can't buy happiness. But it helps you look for it in a lot more places. - Editorial, 'The London Times' 

Money can't buy love, but it improves your bargaining position. - Christopher Marlowe 

Money couldn't buy you friends, but you get a better class of enemy. - Spike Milligan 

Money is better than poverty, if only for financial reasons. - Woody Allen 

Money is l ike manure. You have to spread it around or it smells. - J. Paul Getty 

Money is the most egalitarian force in society. It confers power on whoever holds it. - Roger Starr 

Money is worthless unless some people have it and others do not. - Anonymous 

Money isn't everything, but it sure keeps you in touch with your children. - J. Paul Getty 

Money no longer talks. It just goes without saying. - Anonymous 

Money often costs too much. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Most people work just hard enough not to get fired and get paid just enough money not to quit. - George Carlin 

My problem lies in reconciling my gross habits with my net income. - Errol Flynn 

Next to being shot at and missed, nothing is really quite as satisfying as an income tax refund. - F.J Raymond 

Nothing is as irritating as the fellow who chats pleasantly while he's overcharging you. - Kin Hubbard 

Nothing is i llegal if one hundred businessmen decide to do it. - Andrew Young 

Nothing is more admirable than the fortitude with which millionaires tolerate the disadvantages of their wealth. - 

Rex Stout 

Nothing succeeds l ike excess. - Oscar Wilde 

Pleasure that isn't paid for is as insipid as everything else that's free. - Anita Loos 

Poverty is like punishment for a crime you didn't commit. - Eli  Khamarov 

Poverty is not a disgrace, but it's terribly inconvenient. - Milton Berle 

Psychic, n. An individual having an uncanny, seemingly supernatural, talent for extracting money from morons. - 

Charles Bufe 

Remind people that profit is the difference between revenue and expense. This makes you look smart. - Scott 

Adams 

Rich widows are the only second-hand goods that sell for first-class prices. - Benjamin Franklin 

Salary is no object; I want only enough to keep body and soul apart. - Anonymous 

Saving is a fine thing. Especially when your parents have done it for you. - Winston Churchill 

Saving is a very fine thing. Especially when your parents have done it for you. - Winston Churchill 



Sleep, riches, and health to be truly enjoyed must be interrupted. - Johann Paul Friedrich Richter 

Some people get so rich they lose all respect for humanity. That's how rich I want to be. - Rita Rudner 

Some people regard private enterprise as a predatory tiger to be shot. Others look on it as a cow they can milk. 

Not enough people see it as a healthy horse, pulling a sturdy wagon. - Winston Churchill 

The answer to any question starting, 'Why don't they' is almost always, 'Money.' - Robert A. Heinlein 

The bureaucracy is expanding to meet the needs of an expanding bureaucracy. - Oscar Wilde 

The common argument that crime is caused by poverty is a kind of slander on the poor. - H. L. Mencken 

The difference between a man and his valet; they both smoke the same cigarettes, but one pays for them. - Robert 

Frost 

The dollar will never fall as low as what some people will do to get it. - Alfred E. Neuman 

The first question which you will ask and which I must try to answer is this, 'What is the use of climbing Mount 

Everest?' and my answer must at once be, 'It is no use.' There is not the slightest prospect of any gain whatsoever. 

What we get from this adventure is just sheer joy. And joy is, after all, the end of l ife. We do not l ive to eat and 

make money. We eat and make money to be able to enjoy life. That is what l ife means and what life i s for. - 

George Leigh Mallory 

The holy passion of friendship is so sweet and steady and loyal and enduring in nature that it will last through a 

whole l ifetime, if not asked to lend money. - Mark Twain 

The man who has begun to l ive more seriously within begins to l ive more simply without. - Ernest Hemingway 

The man with a toothache thinks everyone happy whose teeth are sound. The poverty stricken man makes the 

same mistake about the rich man. - George Bernard Shaw 

The most efficient labor saving device is s till money. - Franklin P. Jones 

The odds of going to the store for a loaf of bread and coming out with ONLY a loaf of bread are three billion to one. 

- Erma Bombeck 

The only thing I l ike about rich people is their money. - Nancy Astor 

The poor man wishes to conceal his poverty, and the rich man his wealth. - Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach 

The poor shall inherit the earth, but not its mineral rights. - J. Paul Getty 

The quickest way to get rid of people is to lend them money. - Anita Blackman 

The real measure of your wealth is how much you'd be worth if you lost all your money. - Anonymous 

The rich are different from you and me. Yes they have more money - F.Scott Fitzgerald & Hemmingway 

The salesman knows nothing of what he is selling save that he is charging a great deal too much for it. - Oscar 

Wilde 

The trouble with being poor is that it takes up all your time. - Willem de Kooning 

The two most beautiful words in the English language are 'cheque enclosed.' - Dorothy Parker 

The world at large does not judge us by who we are and what we know; it judges us by what we have. - Joyce 

Brothers 



There are a handful of people whom money won't spoil, and we count ourselves among them. - Mignon 

McLaughlin 

There are so many men who can figure costs, and so few who can measure values. - Anonymous 

There is nothing in Socialism that a little age or a l ittle money will not cure. - Will Durant 

There is nothing is socialism that a l ittle age or a little money will not cure - Will Durant 

There is nothing more demoralizing than a small but adequate income. - Edmund Wilson 

There's no money in poetry, but then there's no poetry in money either. - Robert Graves 

There's no reason to be the richest man in the cemetery. You can't do any business from there. - Colonel Sanders 

These days an income is something you can't l ive without - or within. - Tom Wilson 

They say it is better to be poor and happy than rich and miserable. But couldn't something be worked out such as 

being moderately wealthy and just a l ittle moody. - Auguste 

Those who set out to serve both God and Mammon soon discover that there isn't a God. - Logan Pearsall Smith 

To be clever enough to get all the money, one must be stupid enough to want it. - G.K.Chesterton 

To err is human, to forgive is not Company Policy. - Anonymous 

To withhold deserved praise lest it should make its object conceited is as dishonest as to withhold payment of a 

just debt lest your creditor should spend the money badly. - George Bernard Shaw 

Today it takes more brains and effort to make out the income tax form than it does to make the income. - Alfred E. 

Neuman 

Too caustic? To hell with the costs, we'll make the picture anyway. - Samuel Goldwyn 

We all  need money, but there are degrees of desperation. - Anthony Burgess 

What is the difference between a taxidermist and a tax collector? The taxidermist takes only your skin. - Mark 

Twain 

What some people mistake for the high cost of l iving is really the cost of high living. - Doug Larson 

When a fellow says it ain't the money but the principle of the thing, it's the money. - Kin Hubbard 

When a man says money can do anything; that settles it: he hasn't got any. - George Bernard Shaw 

When I hear about people making vast fortunes without doing any productive work or contributing anything to 

society, my reaction is, “How do I get in on that?” - Dave Barry 

When I was young I thought that money was the most important thing in l ife; now that I am old I know that it is. - 

Oscar Wilde 

When there's a will, I want to be in it. - Anonymous 

Whenever people say 'we mustn't be sentimental,' you can take it they are about to do something cruel. And if 

they add, 'we must be realistic,' they mean they are going to make money out of it. - Brigid Brophy 

While money can't buy you happiness, it certainly lets you choose your own form of mi sery. - Anonymous 

You can fool all the people all the time if the advertising is right and the budget is big enough. - Joseph E. Levine 



Change/Time 

A man with a watch knows what time it is. A man with two watches is never sure - Segals' Law 

All change is not growth, as all movement is not forward. - Ellen Glasgow 

All progress is based upon a universal innate desire on the part of every organism to live beyond its income. - 

Samuel Butler 

All  progress occurs because people dare to be different. - Harry Millner 

And the day came when the risk to remain tight in a bud was more painful than the risk it took to blossom. - Anais 

Nin 

And the trouble is, if you don't risk anything, you risk even more. - Erica Jong 

Any change, even a change for the better, is always accompanied by drawbacks and discomforts. - Arnold Bennett 

Apparently there is nothing that cannot happen today. - Mark Twain 

As soon as we are shown, the existence of something old in a new thing, we are pacified. - Friedrich Nietzsche 

Because things are the way they are, things will not stay the way they are. - Bertolt Brecht 

Do not squander time; for that's the stuff that l ife is made of. - Benjamin Franklin 

Don't watch the clock, do what it does.  Keep going. - Sam Levenson 

Each generation imagines itself to be more intelligent than the one before it, and wiser than the one that comes 

after it. - George Orwell  

Exceptions are not always the proof of the old rule; they can also be the harbinger of a new one. - Marie von 

Ebner-Eschenbach 

Faced with the choice between changing one's mind and proving that there is no need to do so, almost everybody 

gets busy on the proof. - Galbraith's Law of Human Nature 

Finish each day and be done with it. You have done what you could; some blunders and absurdities have crept in; 

forget them as soon as you can. Tomorrow is a new day; you shall begin it serenely and with too high a spirit to be 

encumbered with your old nonsense. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

God grant me the serenity to accept the people I cannot change, the courage to change the one I can, and the 

wisdom to know it's me. - Anonymous 

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the 

wisdom to know the difference. - Reinhold Niebuhr 

Good things, when short, are twice as good. - Tom Stoppard 

Gradually, without noticing it, you judge everything on the basis of whether or not it will increase your taxes. - 

Dave Barry 

I cannot say whether things will get better if we change; what I can say is they must change if they are to get 

better. - Georg C. Lichtenberg 

I can't go back to yesterday - because I was a different person then. - Lewis Carroll 

I l ike the dreams of the future better than the history of the past. - Patrick Henry 

If nothing ever changed, there'd be no butterflies. - Anonymous 



If we don't change direction soon, we'll end up where we're going. - Irwin Corey 

If we don't change, we don't grow. If we don't grow, we aren't really living. - Gail Sheehy 

If you choose not to decide, you've still made a choice. - Anonymous 

If you don't l ike how things are, change it! You're not a tree. - Jim Rohn 

If you want to make enemies, try to change something. - Woodrow Wilson 

If you're in a bad situation, don't worry it'll change. If you're in a good situation, don't worry i t'll change. - John A. 

Simone, Sr 

In times like these, it is helpful to remember that there have always been times like these. 

Is that the two cents? I'd be looking for change. - Ally McBeal 

It is not necessary to change. Survival is not mandatory. - W. Edwards Deming 

It is not the strongest of the species that survive, nor the most intelligent, but the one most responsive to change. - 

Charles Darwin 

It isn't over ti ll it's over. - Yogi Berra 

It may be hard for an egg to turn into a bird: it would be a jolly sight harder for it to learn to fly while remaining an 

egg. - C. S. Lewis 

It's the most unhappy people who most fear change. - Mignon McLaughlin 

I've been on a Calender but I've never been on time. - Marilyn Monroe 

Know what's weird? Day by day, nothing seems to change. But pretty soon, everything's different. - Bill Watterson 

Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. - Anonymous 

Let others praise ancient times; I am glad I was born in these. - Ovid 43 BC 18 AD 

Life's a waste of time, time's a waste of l ife so let's all get wasted and have the time of our l ife. - Anonymous 

Like all  weak men he laid an exaggerated stress on not changing one's mind. - William Somerset Maugham 

Men talk of killing time, while time quietly kills them. - Dion Boucicault 

Most men pursue pleasure with such breathless haste that they hurry past it. - Soren Kierkegaard 

Most people are more comfortable with old problems than with new solutions. - Anonymous 

My opinions may have changed, but not the fact that I am right. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

My, how the legal system has changed. It used to be that having a pathological fear and hatred of the victim was 

considered a motive. Now it's a defense. - John 'Jr' Russell 

Never put off ti l l tomorrow what you can avoid all together. - Anonymous 

Nostalgia is like a grammar lesson: you find the present tense, but the past perfect. - Owens Lee Pomeroy 

Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is faced. - James Baldwin 

People change and forget to tel l  each other. - Lil lian Hellman 

People who don't believe in progress must have forgotten how bad things used to be. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

Perhaps even these things, one day, will be pleasing to remember. - Virgil, Aenid 



Progress doesn't come from early risers progress is made by lazy people looking for easier ways to do things. - 

Robert A. Heinlein 

Progress is impossible without change, and those who cannot change their minds cannot change anything. - 

George Bernard Shaw 

Progress might have been all right once, but it has gone on too long. - Ogden Nash 

Progress, far from consisting in change, depends on retentiveness. Those who cannot remember the past are 

condemned to repeat it. - George Santayana 

Reasonable people adapt themselves to the world. Unreasonable people attempt to adapt the world to 

themselves. All progress, therefore, depends on unreasonable people. - George Bernard Shaw 

Seven-thirty is my time to rise, /nBut I'm seldom bright of eye./nPart of me says, 'Look alive!'/nAnd the other part 

asks, 'Why?' - Anonymous 

Some things never change. Like my underwear. - Rod Stewart 

Strangely enough, this is the past that somebody in the future is longing to go back to. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

The art of progress is to preserve order amid change and to preserve change amid order. - Alfred Whitehead 

The best thing about the future is that it only comes one day at a time. - Abraham Lincoln 

The important work of moving the world forward does not wait to be done by perfect men. - George Eliot 

The only man who behaved sensibly was my tailor; he took my measurement anew every time he saw me, while all 

the rest went on with their old measurements and expected them to fit me. - George Bernard Shaw 

The only thing that should surprise us is that there are still some things that can surprise us. - Francois de La 

Rochefoucauld 

The past is never dead. It's not even past. - William Faulkner 

The trouble with our times is that the future is not what it used to be. - Paul Valery 

The world hates change, yet it is the only thing that has brought progress. - Charles Kettering 

The years are too short, the days are too long. - Joseph Heller 

There is not enough time to do all the nothing we want to do. - Bil l Watterson 

These are the good old days. Just you wait and see. - Steve Turner 

Those who make the worst use of their time are the first to complain of its shortness. - Jean de la Bruyere 

Three o'clock is always too late or too early for anything you want to do. - Jean-Paul Sartre 

Time changes everything except something within us which is always surprised by change. - Thomas Hardy 

Time is an illusion, lunchtime doubly so. - Douglas Adams 

Time is that quality of nature which keeps events from happening all at once. Lately it doesn't seem to be working. 

- Anonymous 

To be idle and to be poor have always been reproaches, and therefore every man endeavors with his utmost care 

to hide his poverty from others, and his idleness from himself. - Samuel Johnson 

Today is the tomorrow that you worried about yesterday - Mark Twain 



Unless you move, the place where you are is the place where you will always be. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

Usually, terrible things that are done with the excuse that progress requires them are not really progress at all, but 

just terrible things. - Russell Baker 

We do not know the true value of our moments until they have undergone the test of time. - Georges Duhamel 

What the caterpillar calls the end of the world the master calls a butterfly. - Richard Bach 

What we call 'Progress' is the exchange of one nuisance for another nuisance. - Havelock Ellis 

When Solomon said that there was a time and a place for everything, he had not encountered the problem of 

parking an automobile. - Bob Edwards 

You can't be late until you show up. - Anonymous 

You can't sit on the lid of progress. If you do, you will be blown to pieces. - Henry J. Kaiser 

You don't drown by falling in the water; you drown by staying there. - Edwin L. Cole 

You know perfectly well that the squeaky wheel gets the grease and that if you don't complain nothing ever 

changes. - Anonymous 

You're only as young as the last time you changed your mind. - Timothy Leary 

 

Comedy/Humor 

A difference of taste in jokes is a great strain on the affections. - George Eliot 

A harmless hilarity and a buoyant cheerfulness are not infrequent concomitants of genius; and we are never more 

deceived than when we mistake gravity for greatness, solemnity for science, and pomposity for erudition. - 

C.C.Colton 

A lot of people think that I'm a Michael Jackson impersonator. - Michael Jackson 

A man shows his character by what he laughs at. - German Proverb 

A pun is the lowest form of humor -- when you don't think of it first. - Oscar Levant 

A sense of humor is a major defense against minor troubles. - Mignon McLaughlin 

Against the assault of laughter nothing can stand. - Mark Twain 

Before you criticize someone, walk a mile in their shoes. That way, you'll be a mile from them, and you'll have their 

shoes. - Jack Handey 

Blessed are they who can laugh at themselves, for they shall never cease to be amused. - Anonymous 

Correct me if I'm wrong, but hasn't the fine line between sanity and madness gotten finer? - George Price 

Don't tell  fish stories where the people know you; but particularly, don't tell them where they know the fish. - 

Mark Twain 

Every 30 seconds in this country a man has a heart attack. How that man survives, I'll never know. - Anonymous 

Everything is changing. People are taking their comedians seriously and the politicians as a joke. - Will Rogers 

Facts are stubborn, but statistics are more pliable. - Mark Twain 



Few things are harder to put up with than the annoyance of a good example. - Mark Twain 

God put me on this earth to accomplish a certain number of things. Right now I am so far behind that I will never 

die. - Bil l  Watterson 

Gross ignorance is 144 times worse than ordinary ignorance. - Bennett Cerf 

Half the things I said, I never said them. - Yogi Berra 

Humor is emotional chaos remembered in tranquility. - James Thurber 

Humour distorts nothing. - Agnes Repplier 

Humour is an affirmation of man's dignity, a declaration of man's superiority to all that befalls him. - Romain Cary 

Humour is perhaps a sense of intellectual perspective: an awareness that some things are really important, others 

not; and that the two kinds are most oddly jumbled in everyday affairs. - Christopher Morley 

I can imagine no more comfortable frame of mind for the conduct of l ife than a humorous resignation. - William 

Somerset Maugham 

I can usually judge a fellow by what he laughs at. - Wilson Mizner 

I don't exactly know what I mean by that, but I mean it. - J. D. Salinger 

I don't say we all ought to misbehave, but we ought to look as if we could. - Orson Welles 

I have never understood why it should be considered derogatory to the Creator to suppose that he has a sense of 

humour. - William Ralph Inge 

I respectfully decline the invitation to join your hallucination. - Scott Adams 

I think people should be allowed to do anything they want. We haven't tried that for a while. Maybe this time it'll 

work. - George Carlin 

If all  else fails, the character of a man can be recognized by nothing so surely as by a jest which he takes badly. - 

Georg C. Lichtenberg 

If you've heard this story before, don't stop me, because I'd like to hear it again. - Groucho Marx 

I'm not offended by all the dumb blonde jokes because I know I'm not dumb... and I also know that I'm not blonde. 

- Dolly Parton 

Imagination was given to man to compensate him for what he is not; a sense of Humour to console him for what 

he is. - Francis Bacon 

In my life, I have prayed but one prayer: 'Oh Lord, make my enemies ridiculous'. And God granted it. - Voltaire 

It is a good deed to forget a poor joke. - Brendan Behan 

It is the ability to take a joke, not make one that proves you have a sense of humor. - Max Forrester Eastman 

It was a joke, okay? If we thought it would actually be used, we wouldn't have written it!- (on the BLINK tag in 

HTML) - Mark L. Andreessen 

Laughter is the shortest distance between two people. - Victor Borge 

Life does not cease to be funny when people die any more than it ceases to be serious when people laugh. - 

George Bernard Shaw 



Living in a vacuum sucks. - Adrienne E. Gusoff 

Man is the only animal that laughs and weeps; for he is the only animal that is struck by the difference between 

what things are and what they ought to be. - William Hazlitt 

Men show their character in nothing more clearly than by what they find laughable. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

No one seems to know how useful it is to be useless. - Chuang Tzu 

Nobody ever died of laughter. - Max Beerbohm 

Once you get people laughing, they're listening and you can tell them almost anything. - Herbert Gardner 

One could always baffle Conrad by saying 'humour'. - H. G. Wells 

Only in our dreams are we free. The rest of the time we need wages. - Terry Pratchett 

Perhaps I know why it is man alone who laughs: He alone suffers so deeply that he had to invent laughter. - 

Friedrich Nietzsche 

Photons have mass. I didn't even know they were Catholic. - Anonymous 

Puns are little 'plays on words' that a certain breed of person loves to spring on you and then look at you in a 

certain self-satisfied way to indicate that he thinks that you must think that he is by far the cleverest person on 

Earth now that Benjamin Franklin is dead, when in fact what you are thinking is that if this person ever ends up in a 

l ifeboat, the other passengers will hurl him overboard by the end of the first day even if they have plenty of food 

and water. - Dave Barry 

Reality continues to ruin my life. - Bill Watterson 

Reality is the leading cause of stress among those in touch with it. - Li ly Tomlin 

Responsible - who wants to be responsible? Whenever something bad happens, it's always, 'Who's responsible for 

this?' - Jerry Seinfeld 

Sarchasm: the gulf between the author of sarcastic wit and the person who doesn't get it. - Jeff Kirk 

Serious people have few ideas. People with ideas are never serious. - Paul Valery 

Show me a man with both feet firmly on the ground, and I'll show you a man who can't get his pants off. - 

Anonymous 

Show me a sane man and I will cure him for you. - C. G. Jung 

Steve Martin has basically one joke and he is it. - Dave Felton 

Students achieving Oneness will move on to Twoness. - Woody Allen 

The best things in life are silly. - Scott Adams 

The human race has one really effective weapon, and that is laughter. - Mark Twain 

The only rules comedy can tolerate are those of taste, and the only l imitations those of l ibel. - James Thurber 

The person who can bring the spirit of laughter into a room is indeed blessed. - Bennett Cerf 

The reason angels can fly is because they take themselves l ightly. - G.K.Chesterton 

The trouble with morning is that it always comes at such an ungodly hour. - Dominic Cleary 

The trouble with political jokes is that very often they get elected. - Will Rogers 



There are 3 intolerable things in l ife - cold coffee, lukewarm champagne and over-excited women. - Orson Welles 

There's nothing more dangerous than a resourceful idiot. - Scott Adams 

There's so much comedy on television. Does that cause comedy in the streets? - Dick Cavett 

Those who don't know how to weep with their whole heart, don't know how to laugh either. - Golda Meir 

We'll  burn that bridge when we come to it. - Matt Goukas 

What ought to be done to the man who invented the celebrating of anniversaries? Mere killing would be too light. 

- Mark Twain 

What the fool cannot learn, he laughs at, thinking that by his laughter he shows superiority instead of a latent 

idiocy. - Marie Corelli 

When a person can no longer laugh at himself, it is time for others to laugh at him. - Thomas Szasz 

Who ever said nothings impossible obviously never tried slamming a revolving door. - Anonymous 

You can go your whole l ife and not need math or physics for a minute, but the ability to tell a joke is always handy. 

- Garrison Keillor 

You can pretend to be serious; you can't pretend to be witty. - Sacha Guitry 

You can't stay mad at someone who makes you laugh. - Jay Leno 

You can't trample infidels when you're a tortoise. I mean, all you could do is give them a meaningful look. - Terry 

Pratchett 

  



Crime/Law/Justice 

A jury consists of twelve persons chosen to decide who has the better lawyer. - Robert Frost 

Absence of proof is not proof of absence. - Michael Crichton 

Avoid lawsuits beyond all things; they pervert your conscience, impair your health, and dissipate your property. - 

Jean de la Bruyere 

He is no lawyer who cannot take two sides. - Charles Lamb 

How much easier it is to be generous than just. - François de Jon aka Franciscus Junius 

I believe in equality for everyone, except reporters and photographers. - Mahatma Gandhi 

I would be loath to speak ill of any person who I do not know deserves it, but I am afraid he is an attorney. - 

Samuel Johnson 

If Adam and Eve were alive today, they would probably sue the snake. - Bern Williams 

If we desire respect for the law, we must first make the law respectable. - Justice Louis Brandeis 

If you commit a big crime then you are crazy, and the more heinous the crime the crazier you must be. Therefore 

you are not responsible, and nothing is your fault. - Peggy Noonan 

In law, nothing is certain but the expense. - Samuel Butler 

In no sense do I advocate evading or defying the law ... That would lead to anarchy. An individual who breaks a law 

that his conscience tells him is unjust, and who willingly accepts the penalty of imprisonment in order to arouse 

the conscience of the community over its injustice, is in reality expressing the highest respect for law. - Martin 

Luther King, Jr 

Injustice is relatively easy to bear; what sting is justice. - H. L. Mencken 

Justice delayed is justice denied. - William Gladstone 

Law cannot persuade where it cannot punish. - Thomas Fuller 

Lawyer: the only man in whom ignorance of the law is not punished. - Elbert Hubbard 

Many reporters, when they go to work in the nation's capital, begin thinking of themselves as participants in the 

political process instead of glorified stenographers. - P.J.O'Rourke 

Neurotics complain of their illness, but they make the most of it, and when it comes to talking it away from them 

they will  defend it l ike a l ioness her young. - Sigmund Freud 

Never pray for justice, because you might get some. - Margaret Atwood 

Nothing is i llegal until you get caught. - Anonymous 

Once victim, always victim - that's the (f)law! - Thomas Hardy 

People say New Yorkers can’t get along. Not true. I saw two New Yorkers, complete strangers, sharing a cab. One 

guy took the tires and the radio; the other guy took the engine. - David Letterman 

The case against Clevinger was open and shut. The only thing missing was something to charge him with. - Joseph 

Heller 

The love of justice in most men is simply the fear of suffering injustice. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 



The shortest distance between two points is usually under construction. - Noelie Altito 

The young physician starts l ife with 20 drugs for each disease, and the old physician ends life with one drug for 20 

diseases. - William Osler 

There is no such thing as justice-in or out of court. - Clarence Darrow 

Thieves respect property. They merely wish the property to become their property that they may more perfectly 

respect it. - G.K.Chesterton 

Useless laws weaken necessary laws. - Charles-Lewis de Secondat 

What a crazy world we live in! Trying to treat addiction as a legal problem, and trying to treat criminal 

misbehaviours using guns as a medical problem! Beam me up, Scotty. Ain't no intelligent l ife down here. - Julie 

Cochrane 

When you go into court you are putting your fate into the hands of twelve people who weren't smart enough to 

get out of jury duty. - Norm Crosby 

  



Ethics/Morals/Virtue/Vice 

A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory. - Anonymous 

A conscience is what hurts when all your other parts feel so good. - Steven Wright 

A fault confessed is half redressed. - Polish Proverb 

A great many men's gratitude is nothing but a secret desire to hook in more valuable kindnesses hereafter. - 

Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

A little sincerity is a dangerous thing, and a great deal of it is absolutely fatal. - Oscar Wilde 

A long habit of not thinking a thing wrong gives it a superficial appearance of being right. - Thomas Paine 

A puritan is a person who pours righteous indignation into the wrong things. - G.K.Chesterton 

A refusal of praise is a desire to be praised twice. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

A thief believes everybody steals. - Edgar Watson Howe 

A wise man will make haste to forgive, because he knows the true value of time, and will not suffer it to pass away 

in unnecessary pain. - Samuel Johnson 

About the only time losing is more fun than winning is when you're fighting temptation. - Tom Wilson 

Abused patience turns to fury. - Thomas Fuller 

All  anger is not sinful, because some degree of it, and on some occasions, is inevitable. But it becomes sinful and 

contradicts the rule of Scripture when it is conceived upon slight and inadequate provocation, and when it 

continues long. - Wilson Mizner 

All  commend patience, but none can endure to suffer. - Thomas Fuller 

All  the things I really l ike to do are either immoral, i llegal or fattening. - Alexander Woollcott 

Almost all our desires, when examined, contain something too shameful to reveal. - Victor Hugo 

Always acknowledge a fault. This will throw those in authority off their guard and give you an opportunity to 

commit more. - Mark Twain 

Always do right. This will gratify some people and astonish the rest. - Mark Twain 

An idealist is one who, on noticing that a rose smells better than a cabbage, concludes that it will also make better 

soup. - H. L. Mencken 

And the Devil did grin, for his darling sin\nIs pride that apes humility. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Anger is an acid that can do more harm to the vessel in which it is stored than to anything on which it is poured. - 

Mark Twain 

Anger is never without a reason, but seldom with a good one. - Benjamin Franklin 

Anyone can become angry that is easy, but to be angry with the right person, to the right degree, at the right time, 

for the right purpose, and in the right way that is not easy. - Aristotle 

Appreciation is a wonderful thing: It makes what is excellent in others belong to us as well. - Voltaire 

Appreciation is always appreciated. - Anonymous 

Be kind to unkind people - they need it the most. - Ashleigh Brilliant 



Be more concerned with your character than your reputation. Your character is what you are while your reputation 

is merely what others think you are. - John Wooden 

Better break your word than do worse in keeping it. - Thomas Fuller 

Beware the fury of a patient man. - John Dryden 

Charity begins at home, but should not end there. - Thomas Fuller 

Chronic remorse, as all the moralists are agreed, is a most undesirable sentiment. If you have behaved badly, 

repent, make what amends you can and address yourself to the task of behaving better next time. On no account 

brood over your wrong-doing. Rolling in the muck is not the best way of getting clean. - Aldous Huxley 

Conscience is the inner voice which warns us that somebody may be looking. - H. L. Mencken 

Consider how much more you often suffer from your anger and grief, than from those very things for which you 

are angry and grieved. - Marcus Antonius 

Consistency is only a virtue if you're not a screwup. - Larry Kersten 

Conventionality is not morality. - Charlotte Bronte 

Courage is grace under pressure. - Ernest Hemingway 

Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the judgement that something else is more important than fear. - 

Ambrose Redmoon 

Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear - not absence of fear. - Mark Twain 

Courage is the greatest of all virtues, because i f you haven't courage, you may not have an opportunity to use any 

of the others. - Samuel Johnson 

Courage is the price that l ife exacts for granting peace. - Amelia Earhart 

Courage under sure defeat is true magnificence. - Anonymous 

Cowardice... is almost always simply a lack of ability to suspend functioning of the imagination. - Ernest 

Hemingway 

Curiosity is one of the permanent and certain characteristics of a vigorous intellect. - Anonymous 

Discretion Being able to raise your eyebrow instead of your voice. - Anonymous 

Do not be too moral. You may cheat yourself out of much life. Aim above morality. Be not simply good; be good for 

something. - Henry David Thoreau 

Do not let us mistake necessary evils for good. - C.S. Lewis 

Do you really think it is weakness that yields to temptation? I tell you that there are terrible temptations which it 

requires strength, strength and courage to yield to. - Oscar Wilde 

Don't be humble you are not that great. - Golda Meir 

Evil  is not something superhuman, it's something less than human. - Agatha Christie 

For every minute you remain angry, you give up sixty seconds of peace of mind. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

For the truly good ask not the naked, where is your garment? Nor the houseless, what has befallen your house. - 

Kahlil Gibran 



Forgiveness is the fragrance that the violet sheds on the heel that has crushed it. - Mark Twain 

Get mad, then get over it. - Colin Powell 

Get your facts first, and then you can distort them as much as you please. - Mark Twain 

Give me chastity and continence, but not yet. - Saint Augustine 

Go ahead and do it, it is easier to apologize than to get permission. - Grace Murray Hopper 

Good breeding consists in concealing how much we think of ourselves and how little we think of the other person. 

- Mark Twain 

Gratitude is merely the secret hope of further favors. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

Hating people is like burning down your house to kill a rat. - Henry Fosdick 

He has all the virtues I dislike and none of the vices I admire. - Sir Winston Churchill 

He who angers you conquers you. - Elizabeth Kenny 

He who hesitates is sometimes saved. - James Thurber 

He who waits to do a great deal of good at once will never do anything. - Samuel Johnson 

Heads that are fi lled with wisdom have little space left for conceit. - Anonymous 

Hell is paved with good intentions. - Samuel Johnson 

His lack of education is more than compensated for by his keenly developed moral bankruptcy. - Woody Allen 

Holding on to anger is l ike grasping a hot coal with the intent of throwing it a t someone else; you are the one who 

gets burned. - Buddha 

Honesty pays, but it doesn't seem to pay enough to suit some people. - Kin Hubbard 

How did the great rivers and seas dominion over the hundred lesser streams? By being lower than they. - Lao Tzu 

How poor are they who have not patience! What wound did ever heal but by degrees. - William Shakespeare 

Humility is a strange thing. The minute you think you've got it, you've lost it. - Anonymous 

Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it's thinking of yourself less. - Rick Warren 

Humility is sometimes an indirect boast. - Jane Austen 

Hypocrisy is the homage vice pays to virtue. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

I am a believer in punctuality though it make me feel very lonely. - E.V.Lucas 

I am a great mayor. I am an upstanding Christian man. I am an intelligent man. I am a deeply educated man. I am a 

humble man. - Marion Barry 

I have a strong moral sense - by my standards. - Rex Stout 

I have always considered it as treason against the great republic of human nature, to make any man's virtues the 

means of deceiving him. - Samuel Johnson 

I have been a selfish being all my life, in practice, though not in principle. - Jane Austen 

I keep my ideals, because in spite of everything I still believe that people are really good at heart. - Anne Frank 

I learned that it is the weak who are cruel, and that gentleness is to be expected only from the strong. - Leo Rosten 



I l ike persons better than principles, and I l ike persons with no principles better than anything else in the world. - 

Oscar Wilde 

I must be cruel, only to be kind. - William Shakespeare 

I never made a mistake in my life; at least, never one that I couldn't explain away afterwards. - Immanuel Kant 

I never saw a mob rush across town to do a good deed. - Wilson Mizner 

I will  praise any man that will praise me. - William Shakespeare 

Ice-cream is exquisite - what a pity it isn't i llegal. - Voltaire 

If a small thing has the power to make you angry, does that not indicate something about your size? - Sydney J. 

Harris 

If character is destiny, the good are damned. - Joseph Heller 

If there was less sympathy in the world, there would be less trouble in the world. - Oscar Wilde 

If you are brave too often, people will come to expect it of you. - Mignon McLaughlin 

If you can't be generous when it's hard, you won't be when it's easy. - Anonymous 

If you obey all the rules, you miss all the fun. - Katherine Hepburn 

If your heart is a volcano, how shall you expect flowers to bloom? - Kahlil Gibran 

It is absurd to divide people into good and bad. People are either charming or tedious. - Oscar Wilde 

It is always the secure who are humble. - G.K.Chesterton 

It is better to be violent, if there is violence in our hearts, than to put on the cloak of nonviolence to cover 

impotence. - Mahatma Gandhi 

It is far more impressive when others discover your good qualities without your help. - Judith Martin 

It is hard to believe that a man is telling the truth when you know that you would lie if you were in his place. - H. L. 

Mencken 

It is not true that suffering ennobles the character; happiness does that sometimes, but suffering for the most part, 

makes men petty and vindictive. - William Somerset Maugham 

It is our duty not to suppress tenderness by suspicion; it is better to suffer wrong than to do it, and happier to be 

sometimes cheated than not to trust. - Samuel Johnson 

It is worse than immoral - it is a mistake. - Dean Acherson 

It used to be a good hotel, but that proves nothing I used to be a good boy. - Mark Twain 

It’s easier to fight for one's principles than to l ive up to them. - Adlai Stevenson 

It's discouraging to think how many people are shocked by honesty and how few by deceit. - Noel Coward 

It's going to be fun to watch and see how long the meek can keep the earth once they inherit it. - Kin Hubbard 

It's human to make mistakes and some of us are more human than others. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

It's innocence when it charms us, ignorance when it doesn't. - Mignon McLaughlin 

Kindness is in our power, even when fondness is not. - Samuel Johnson 



Lack of pep is often mistaken for patience. - Kin Hubbard 

Laziness is a good quality, laziness is the mother of genius, invention and ingenuity. - Anonymous 

Lead us not into temptation. Just tell us where it is we'll find it. - Sam Levenson 

Lying has a kind of respect and reverence with it. We pay a person the compliment of acknowledging his 

superiority whenever we lie to him. - Samuel Butler 

Man was created a l ittle lower than the angels and has been getting a l ittle lower ever since. - Josh Billings 

Many are saved from sin by being so inept at it. - Mignon McLaughlin 

Men are not punished for their for sins, but by them. - Kin Hubbard 

Men are only as loyal as their options. - Bill Maher 

Men blush less for their crimes than for their weaknesses and vanity. - Jean de la Bruyere 

Morality is doing what is right no matter what you are told. Obedience is doing what you are told no matter what 

is right. - Anonymous 

Morality is the theory that every human act must be either right or wrong, and that 99% of them are wrong. - H. L. 

Mencken 

Most of our faults are more pardonable than the means we use to conceal them. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

Most people would learn from their mistakes if they weren't so busy trying to place the blame on someone else. - 

Anonymous 

Most people would rather be ruined by praise than saved by criticism. - Anonymous 

Much of moral indignation is jealousy with a halo. - H. G. Wells 

Nature does not loathe virtue: it is unaware of its existence. - Francoise MalletJoris 

Never forget what a man says to you when he is angry. - Henry Ward Beecher 

No man can think clearly when his fists are clenched. - George Jean Nathan 

No one gossips about other people's secret virtues. - Bertrand Russell 

Nobody ever forgets where he buried the hatchet. - Kin Hubbard 

Not he who has much is rich, but he who gives much. - Erich Fromm 

Nothing is so aggravating as calmness. - Oscar Wilde 

Nothing is so strong as gentleness and nothing is so gentle as real strength. - Ralph W. Sockman 

Nothing so soothes our vanity as a display of greater vanity in others; it make us vain, in fact, of our modesty. - 

Louis Kronenberger 

Now people confuse morals with manners. - Vincent 

On the whole human beings want to be good, but not too good and not quite all the time. - George Orwell 

Opportunity may knock only once, but temptation leans on the doorbell. - Anonymous 

Our character is what we do when we think no one is looking. - H. Jackson Brown, Jr 

Patience has its limits. Take it too far and it's cowardice. - George Jackson 



Patience is a virtue, albeit a tedious one. - Anonymous 

Patience is not so much about waiting, as it is about how one behaves while waiting. - Anonymous 

Patience is the most necessary quality for business, many a man would rather you heard his story than grant his 

request. - Lord Chesterfield 

Patience, n. A minor form of despair, disguised as a virtue. - Ambrose Bierce 

Patriotism is the virtue of the vicious. - Oscar Wilde 

People praise virtue, but they hate it, they run away from it. It freezes you to death, and in this world you've got to 

keep your feet warm. - Denis Diderot 

People who fly into a rage always make a bad landing. - Will Rogers 

People who think they're generous to a fault usually think that's their only fault. - Sydney J. Harris 

Poirot: Every murderer is probably somebody's old friend. - Agatha Christie 

Politeness is a desire to be treated politely, and to be esteemed polite oneself. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

Politeness is to human nature what warmth is to wax. - Arthur Schopenhauer 

Politeness makes one appear outwardly as they should be within. - Jean de la Bruyere 

Praise, like gold and diamonds, owes its value only to its scarcity. - Samuel Johnson 

Pride does not wish to owe and vanity does not wish to pay. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it than the next man. - C. S. Lewis 

Pride, which inspires us with so much envy, is sometimes of use toward the moderating of it too. - Francois de La 

Rochefoucauld 

Procrastination gives you something to look forward to. - Anonymous 

Punctuality: the art of waiting for those who are unpunctual. - Anonymous 

Puritanism /n./: The haunting fear that someone, somewhere may be happy. - Anonymous 

Rather suffer an injustice than commit one. - Anonymous 

Repentance is not so much remorse for what we have done as the fear of the consequences. - Francois de La 

Rochefoucauld 

Rise above principle and do what's right. - Joseph Heller 

Rudeness is the weak man's imitation of strength. - Eric Hoffer 

Selfishness is not l iving as one wishes to l ive. It is asking other people to l ive as one wishes to l ive. - Oscar Wilde 

Sentimentality is the only sentiment that rubs you the wrong way. - William Somerset Maugham 

Should we all confess our sins to one another, we would all laugh at one another for our lack of originality. - Kahlil 

Gibran 

Shyness has a strange element of narcissism, a belief that how we look, how we perform, is truly important to 

other people. - Andre Dubus 

Since when do you have to agree with people to defend them from injustice? - Lillian Hellman 



Some have morals, some don't, most simply ignore them. - Anonymous 

Sometimes we deny being worthy of praise, hoping to generate an argument we would be pleased to lose. - Cullen 

Hightower 

Speak when you are angry - and you will make the best speech you'll ever regret. - Laurence J. Peter 

Speak when you are angry and you will make the best speech you will ever regret. - Ambrose Bierce 

The best remedy for a short temper is a long walk. - Jacqueline Schiff 

The commandment says 'Thou shalt not kill,' not 'Thou shalt not kill nice people!' - Law Order 

The devil does a nice business for such a lousy location. - Dan Bennett 

The fearless are merely fearless. People who act in spite of their fear are truly brave. - James A. LaFondLewis 

The final test of a leader is that he leaves behind him in other men the conviction and the will to carry on. - Walter 

Lippman 

The first victim of anger is the angry man. - Anonymous 

The good you do today may be quickly forgotten, but the impact of what you do will never disappear. - Anonymous 

The greatest of faults, I should say, is to be conscious of none. - Thomas Carlyle 

The greatest remedy for anger is delay. - Lucius Annaeus Seneca 

The head never rules the heart, but just becomes its partner in crime. - Mignon McLaughlin 

The higher the stakes, the greater the temptation to lose your temper. - C. S. Lewis 

The jealous are troublesome to others, but a torment to themselves. - William Penn 

The mere abhorrence of vice is not a virtue at all. - Bergen Evans 

The only courage that matters is the kind that gets you from one moment to the next. - Mignon McLaughlin 

The only people who should really sin are the people who can sin and grin. - Ogden Nash 

The only reward of virtue is virtue. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

The only way you can know where the line is, is if you cross it. - Dave Chappelle 

The opportunity for doing mischief is found a hundred times a day, and of doing good once in a year. - Voltaire 

The passage of time makes these men seem unhuman. We need to remember that they weren't dropped on the 

planet by leather-winged minions of Moloch. They were people. Hitler brushed his teeth; He may have clipped his 

toenails while l istening to l ight opera on the Gramophone. Being evil is not a full-time job. - James Lileks 

The problem with people who have no vices is that generally you can be pretty sure they're going to have some 

pretty annoying virtues. - Elizabeth Taylor 

The proud man can learn humility, but he will be proud of it. - Mignon McLaughlin 

The return we reap from generous actions is not always evident. - Francesco Guicciardini 

The sure mark of one born with noble qualities is being born without envy. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

The test of courage comes when we are in the minority; The test of tolerance comes when we are in the majority. - 

By Ralph W. Stockman 



The true measure of a man is how he treats someone who can do him absolutely no good. - Ann Landers 

The way to settle a disagreement is on the basis of what's right, not who's r ight. - Anonymous 

The world is a dangerous place to l ive, not because of the people who are evil, but because of the people who 

don't do anything about it. - Albert Einstein 

The world needs anger. The world often continues to allow evil because it isn't angry enough. - Bede Jarrett 

There are people who think that honesty is always the best policy. This is a superstition; there are times when the 

appearance of it is worth six of it. - Mark Twain 

There are several good protections against temptation, but the surest is cowardice. - Mark Twain 

There are two kinds of statistics, the kind you look up and the type you make up. - Rex Stout 

There are two types of people in this world, good and bad. The good sleep better, but the bad seem to enjoy the 

waking hours much more. - Woody Allen 

There are, in every age, new errors to be rectified, and new prejudices to be opposed. - Anonymous 

There is a charm about the forbidden that makes it unspeakably desirable. - Mark Twain 

There is no moral precept that does not have something inconvenient about it. - Denis Diderot 

There is nothing that makes us feel so good as the idea that someone else is an evil-doer. - Robert Lynd 

There is only one way to achieve happiness on this terrestrial ball, and that is to have either a clea r conscience or 

none at all. - Ogden Nash 

There is perhaps no phenomenon which contains so much destructive feeling as moral indignation, which permits 

envy or to be acted out under the guise of virtue. - Erich Fromm 

There is something in humility which strangely exalts the heart. - Saint Augustine 

There's no point in burying a hatchet if you're going to put up a marker on the site. - Sydney J. Harris 

There's only one corner of the universe you can be certain of improving, and that's your own self. - Aldous Huxley 

They that apply themselves to trifling matters commonly become incapable of great ones. - Francois de La 

Rochefoucauld 

This isn't right. This isn't even wrong. - Wolfgang Pauli 

Those are my principles, and if you don't like them... well, I have others. - Groucho Marx 

Those who are incapable of committing great crimes do not readily suspect them in others. - Francois de La 

Rochefoucauld 

Though I am not naturally honest, I am so sometimes by chance. - William Shakespeare 

To abstain from sin when one can no longer sin is to be forsaken by sin, not to forsake it. - Saint Augustine 

To be good is noble; but to show others how to be good is nobler and no trouble. - Mark Twain 

To err is human, but it feels divine. - Anonymous 

To err is human, to admit it superhuman. - Doug Larson 

To refuse praise is to seek praise twice. - Anonymous 



To say, 'You're angry over such a l ittle thing,' is like saying, 'The fire started with just a l ittle match.' It may well be 

true, but it does nothing to alleviate the present situation. - Graham Ericsson 

To speak ill of others is a dishonest way of praising ourselves. - Will Durant 

Too much mercy... often resulted in further crimes which were fatal to innocent victims who need not have been 

victims if justice had been put first and mercy second. - Agatha Christie 

Two wrongs don't make a right, but they make a good excuse. - Thomas Szasz 

Unless you're ashamed of yourself now and then, you're not honest. - William Faulkner 

Virtue herself is her own fairest reward. - Si lius Italicus 

We are more apt to catch the vices of others than their virtues, as disease is far more contagious than health. – C C 

Colton 

We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the dark; the real tragedy is when men are afraid of the light. - Plato 

We confess our little faults to persuade people that we have no large ones. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

We do what we must, and call it by the best names we can. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

We would all l ike a reputation for generosity and we'd all l ike to buy it cheap. - Mignon McLaughlin 

What is called generosity is usually only the vanity of giving; we enjoy the vanity more than the thing given. - 

Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

What most persons consider as virtue, after the age of 40 is simply a loss of energy. - Voltaire 

What really flatters a man is that you think him worth flattering. - George Bernard Shaw 

When a man sends you an impudent letter, sit right down and give it back to him with interest ten times 

compounded, and then throw both letters in the wastebasket. - Elbert Hubbard 

When angry, count to four; when very angry, swear. - Mark Twain 

When choosing between two evils, I always l ike to try the one I've never tried before. - Mae West 

When our vices desert us, we flatter ourselves that we are deserting our vices. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

When were the good and the brave ever in a majority? - Henry David Thoreau 

When you are in the right you can afford to keep your temper; and when you are in the wrong, you cannot afford 

to lose it. - Chester Bowles 

Where so many hours have been spent in convincing myself that I am right, is there not some reason to fear I may 

be wrong? - Jane Austen 

Who excuses himself accuses himself. - French Proverb 

Who steals my purse steals trash; 'tis something, nothing; ’Twas mine, 'tis his, and has been slave to thousands; 

But he that fi lches from me my good name, Robs me of that which not enriches him, And makes me poor indeed. - 

William Shakespeare 

With people of l imited ability modesty is merely honesty. But with those who possess great talent it is hypocrisy. - 

Arthur Schopenhauer 

Yield to temptation. It may not pass your way again. - Robert A. Heinlein 



You are not punished for your anger.  You are punished by your anger. - Zen saying 

You can tell  the size of a man by the size of the thing that makes him mad.   - Adlai Stevenson 

You can't comfort the afflicted with afflicting the comfortable. - Princess Diana 

You know, that might be the answer - to act boastfully about something we ought to be ashamed of. That's a trick 

that never seems to fail. - Joseph Heller 

You must be calm before you can utter oracles. - Henry David Thoreau 

You oughtn't to yield to temptation. Well, somebody must, or the thing becomes absurd. - Anthony Hope 

 

Family/Children/Relations 

A child miseducated is a child lost. - John F. Kennedy 

A child's wisdom is also wisdom. - Anonymous 

A family is a unit composed not only of children but of men, women, an occasional animal, and the common cold. - 

Ogden Nash 

A good education is the next best thing to a pushy mother. - Charles Schulz 

A happy family is but an earlier heaven. - George Bernard Shaw 

A man travels all over the world in search of what he needs and returns home to find it. - George Moore 

A man travels the world over in search of what he needs and returns home to find it. - George Moore 

A sparkling house is a fine thing if the children aren't robbed of their luster in keeping it that way. - Marcelene Cox 

A three year old child is a being who gets almost as much fun out of a $300 set of swings as it does out of finding a 

small green caterpillar. - Bill Vaughan 

Always end the name of your child with a vowel, so that when you yell the name will carry. - Bill Cosby 

Any child who is anxious to mow the lawn is too young to do it. - Bob Philips 

As a breastfeeding mother, you are basically meals on heels. - Kathy Lette 

As a child, my family's menu consisted of two choices: take it or leave it. - Buddy Hackett 

By the time a man realizes that maybe his father was right, he usually has a son who thinks he's wrong. - Charles 

Wadsworth 

Children ask better questions than adults. "May I have a cookie?" "Why is the sky blue?" and "What does a cow 

say?" are far more likely to elicit a cheerful response than "Where's your manuscript?" Why haven't you called?" 

and "Who's your lawyer?" - Fran Lebowitz 

Children begin by loving their parents; after a time they judge them; rarely, if ever, do they forgive them. - Oscar 

Wilde 

Children have never been good at l istening to their elders, but they have never failed imitate them. - James 

Baldwin 

Don't handicap your children by making their l ives easy. - Robert A. Heinlein 

Every child comes with the message that God is not yet discouraged of humanity. - Rabindranath Tagore 



Every child should have an occasional pat on the back as long as it is applied low enough and hard enough. - Bishop 

Fulton J. Sheen 

Every man sees in his relatives, and especially in his cousins, a series of grotesque caricatures of himself. - H. L. 

Mencken 

Everybody wants to save the earth; nobody wants to help Mom do the di shes. - P.J.O'Rourke 

Everyone is guilty at one time or another of throwing out questions that beg to be ignored, but mothers seem to 

have a market on the supply. 'Do you want a spanking or do you want to go to bed?' 'Don't you want to save some 

of the pizza for your brother?' - Erma Bombeck 

Fear of corrupting the mind of the younger generation is the loftiest form of cowardice. - Holbrook Jackson 

Few misfortunes can befall a boy which bring worse consequence than to have a really affectionate mother. - 

William Somerset Maugham 

Few things are more satisfying than seeing your own children have teenagers of their own. - Doug Larson 

From the minds and mouths of children we learn life's greatest truths. - Amanda Gier 

From the mouths of our children come words we never should have said. - Haim Ginott 

Getting caught is the mother of invention. - Robert Byrne 

Good families are generally worse than any others. - Anthony Hope 

Have you any idea how many kids it takes to turn off one light in the kitchen? Three. It takes one to say, 'What 

l ight?' and two more to say, 'I didn't turn it on.' - Erma Bombeck 

Having a family is l ike having a bowling alley installed in your head. Martin Mull - Anonymous 

Having children makes you no more a parent than having a piano makes you a pianist. - Michael Levine 

Heredity is what sets the parents of a teenager wondering about each other. - Laurence J. Peter 

Home is the place where, when you have to go there, they have to take you in. - Robert Frost 

I am beginning to suspect all elaborate and special systems of education. They seem to me to be built up on the 

supposition that every child is a kind of idiot who must be taught to think. - Anne Sullivan 

I don't believe in talking down to children. - Walt Disney 

I don't want to get the same looks I give people when they get on a plane holding a baby: 'That's a cute baby, just 

keep walking, keep walking, keep going, keep going....' - Anonymous 

I guess the real reason that my wife and I had children is the same reason that Napoleon had for invading Russia: it 

seemed like a good idea at the time. - Bil l Cosby 

I think Little League is wonderful. It keeps the kids out of the house. - Yogi Berra 

I think that parents only get so offended by television because they rely on it as a babysitter and the sole educator 

of their kids. - Trey Parker and Matt Stone 

I'd rather be black than gay because when you're black you don't have to tell  your mother. - Charles Pierce 

If a man character is to be abused there's nobody like a relative to do the business. - William Makepeace Thackeray 

If Abraham's son had been a teenager, it wouldn't have been a sacrifice. - Scott Spendlove 



If children grew up according to early indications, we should have nothing but geniuses. - Johann Wolfgang von 

Goethe 

If parents would only realize how they bore their children! - George Bernard Shaw 

If you want children to keep their feet on the ground, put some responsibility on their shoulders. - Abigail Van 

Buren 

In general my children refuse to eat anything that hasn't danced in television. - Erma Bombeck 

It goes without saying that you should never have more children than you have car windows. - Erma Bombeck 

It takes a whole village to raise a child. - Anonymous 

I've noticed that one thing about parents is that no matter what stage your child is in, the parents who have older 

children always tell you the next stage is worse. - Dave Barry 

Living en famille provides the strongest motives for rudeness combined with the maximum opportunity for 

displaying it. - Quentin Crisp 

Motherhood: All love begins and ends there. - Robert Browning 

Mothers all want their sons to grow up to be president, but they don't want them to become politicians in the 

process. - John F. Kennedy 

Mothers are angels that lift us when we cannot fly. - Anonymous 

Much worse then rebellious teenagers are those who don't rebel and refuse to leave home. - Bruce Lansky 

My mother never saw the irony in calling me a son-of-a-bitch. - Jack Nicholson 

My mother protected me from the world and my father threatened me with it. - Quentin Crisp 

My parents only had one argument in forty-five years. It lasted forty-three years. - Cathy Ladman 

My perspective on my mother has changed immensely. She was a lot taller when I was younger. - Howie Mandel  

No need to worry about your teenagers when they're not at home. A national survey revealed that they all go to 

the same place -'out'- and they all do the same thing -'nothing'. - Bruce Lansky 

Not to expose your true feelings to an adult seems to be instinctive from the age of seven or eight onwards. - 

George Orwell  

Oh, what a tangled web do parents weave when they think that their children are naive. - Ogden Nash 

One thing they never tell  you about child raising is that for the rest of your l ife, at the drop of a hat, you are 

expected to know your child's name and how old he or she is. - Erma Bombeck 

Our childhood is what we spend the rest of our l ives overcoming. - Amy Bennett 

Parents (...) are the last to know that their children are not children anymore. - Pierre Foglia 

Parents often talk about the younger generation as if they didn't have anything to do with it. - Haim Ginott 

Rather an unpleasant family, those Lears. - W.P.Ridge 

Self-Esteem is a good thing but anyone who has ever toilet trained a child knows that it is possible to make too 

much of the efforts of a child on the potty. One wonders if l ittle Ed Koch was told once too often what a great 

thing he'd done and began to think that all that emanated from his being was pretty great. - Peggy Noonan 



Setting a good example for your children does nothing but increase their embarrassment. - Doug Larson 

Some parents have difficulty deciding on a name for the new baby, but others have rich relatives. - Don McElory 

Sometimes we're so concerned about giving our children what we never had growing up, we neglect to give them 

what did they did have growing up. - James Dobson 

Sweater, n.: garment worn by child when its mother is feeling chilly. - Ambrose Bierce 

The best things you can give children, next to good habits, are good memories. - Sydney J. Harris 

The best time to give advice to your children is while they're still young enough to believe you know what you're 

talking about. - Anonymous 

The best way to keep children home is to make the home atmosphere pleasant-and let the air out of the tires. - 

Dorothy Parker 

The childless experts on child raising also bring tears of laughter to my eyes when they say, 'I love children because 

they're so honest.' There is not an agent in the CIA or the KGB who knows how to conceal the theft of food, how to 

fake being asleep, or how to forge a parent's signature like a child. - Bill Cosby 

The first day one is a guest, the second a burden, and the third a pest. - Jean de la Bruyere 

The first half of our l ives is ruined by our parents, and the second half by our children. - Clarence Darrow 

The first thing you have to do if you want to raise nice kids, is you have to talk to them like they are people instead 

of talking to them like they're property. - Frank Zappa 

The greatest thing in family life is to take a hint when a hint is intendedand not to take a hint when a hint isn't 

intended. - Robert Frost 

The hardest part of raising a child is teaching them to ride bicycles. A shaky child on a bicycle for the first time 

needs both support and freedom. The realization that this is what the child will always need can hit hard. - Sloan 

Wilson 

The law of heredity is that all undesirable traits come from the other parent. - Anonymous 

The main purpose of children's parties is to remind you that there are children worse than your own. - Katherine 

Whitehorn 

The most important thing a father can do for his children is to love their mother. - Ray Chenoweth 

The mother-child relationship is paradoxical and, in a sense, tragic. It requires the most intense love on the 

mother's side, yet this very love must help the child grow away from the mother, and to become fully 

independent. - Erich Fromm 

The object of teaching a child is to enable him to get along without his teacher. - Elbert Hubbard 

The place of the father in the modern suburban family is a very small one, particularly if he plays golf. - Bertrand 

Russell 

The thing that impresses me the most about America is the way parents obey their children. - King Edward VIII 

The truth is that parents are not really interested in justice. They just want quiet. - Bil l Cosby 

There is no need to do any housework at all. After the first four years the dirt doesn't get any worse. - Quentin 

Crisp 

There is no such thing as fun for the whole family. - Jerry Seinfeld 



There isn't a child who hasn't gone out into the brave new world who eventually doesn't return to the old 

homestead carrying a bundle of dirty clothes. - Art Buchwald 

Tranquilizers work only if you follow the advice on the bottle - keep away from children. - Phyllis Diller 

Treat the earth well. It was not given to you by your parents, it was loaned to you by your children. - Kenyan 

Proverb 

We are the people our parents warned us about. - Jimmy Buffett 

We promote family values here almost as often as we promote family members. - Larry Kersten 

Well, most grown-ups forget what it was like to be a kid. I vowed that I would never forget. - Matt Groening 

What I say is that, if a fellow really likes potatoes, he must be a pretty decent sort of fellow. - A. A. Milne 

When the phone rings, it's for your teenager. When the phone bill arrives, it's for you. - Bruce Lansky 

When your father says 'Do I look stupid?', don't answer. - Anonymous 

When your mother asks, 'Do you want a piece of advice?' it's a mere formality. It doesn't matter if you answer yes 

or no. You're going to get it anyway. - Erma Bombeck 

Who in their infinite wisdom decreed that Little League uniforms be white? Certainly not a mother. - Erma 

Bombeck 

You can take a boy out of country but you can't take the country out of a boy. - Arthur Boer 

You know your children have grown up when they stop asking you where they came from and refuse to tell  you 

where they're going. - P.J.O'Rourke 

  



Food/Drinking/Drugs 

A waist is a terrible thing to mind. - Jane Caminos 

Alcohol is necessary for a man so that he can have a good opinion of himself, undisturbed be the facts. - Finley 

Peter Dunne 

Always do sober what you said you would do drunk. That will teach you to keep your mouth shut. - Ernest 

Hemingway 

Ask not what you can do for your country. Ask what's for lunch. - Orson Welles 

At sea a fellow comes out. Salt water is l ike wine, in that respect. - Herman Melville 

Avoid all needle drugs, the only dope worth shooting is Richard Nixon. - Abbie Hoffman 

Avoid using cigarettes, alcohol, and drugs as alternatives to being an interesting person. - Marilyn vos Savant 

Be content to remember that those who can make omelettes properly can do nothing else. - Hilaire Belloc 

Be wary of strong drink. It can make you shoot at tax collectors... and miss. - Robert A. Heinlein 

Beauty is in the eye of the beer holder. - W.C.Fields 

Beer is proof that God loves us and wants us to be happy. - Benjamin Franklin 

Beer is the cause and solution to all of l ife's problems. - Homer Simpson 

Beer. Now there's a temporary solution. - Homer Simpson 

Booze is the answer. I don't remember the question - Denis Leary 

Brandy, n. A cordial composed of one part thunder and lightning, one part remorse, two parts bloody murder, one 

part death hell and the grave and four parts clarified Satan. - Ambrose Bierce 

Candy is dandy, But l iquor is quicker. - Ogden Nash 

Complete abstinence is easier than perfect moderation. - Saint Augustine 

Drinking when we are not thirsty and making love all year round, madam; that is all there is to distinguish us from 

other animals. - Pierre Augustin Caron de Beaumarchais 

Drunkenness is nothing else but a voluntary madness. - Lucius Annaeus Seneca 

Edible, adj.: Good to eat, and wholesome to digest, as a worm to a toad, a toad to a snake, a snake to a man, and a 

man to a worm. - Ambrose Bierce 

Empty wine bottles have a bad opinion of women. - Ambrose Bierce 

Everyone must believe in something. I believe I'll have another drink. - Anonymous 

First you take a drink, then the drink takes a drink, then the drink takes you. - Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald 

Health nuts are going to feel real stupid someday, lying in hospitals dying of nothing. - Anonymous 

Health what my friends are always drinking to before they fall down. - Phyllis Diller 

Hippies, hippies... they want to save the world but all they do is smoke pot and play Frisbee! - Eric Cartman 

How come if alcohol kills millions of brain cells, it never killed the ones that made me want to drink? - Anonymous 

I don't do drugs. I am drugs. - Salvador Dali 



I don't share blame, I don't share credit and I don't share desserts. - Anonymous 

I drink only to make my friends seem interesting. - Don Marquis 

I feel sorry for people who don't drink. When they wake up in the morning, that's as good as they're going to feel 

all  day. - Frank Sinatra 

I happened to stumble across a case of bourbon and went right on stumbling for several days thereafter. - 

W.C.Fields 

I hate to advocate drugs, alcohol, violence, or insanity to anyone, but they've always worked for me. - Hunter S. 

Thompson 

I have overcome my will-power and have taken up smoking again. - Mark Twain 

I have taken more out of alcohol than alcohol has taken out of me. - Winston Churchill 

I think a man ought to get drunk at least twice a year just on principle, so he won't let himself get snotty about it. - 

Raymond Chandler 

If a Sharma gets married to a Verma will their child be a Shawarma? -  Perky Tweets 

If you can't control your peanut butter, you can't expect to control your l ife. - Bill Watterson 

If you drink, don't drive. Don't even putt. - Dean Martin 

I'm off for a quiet pint - followed by fifteen noisy ones. - Gareth Chilcott 

Imprisoned in every fat man a thin one is wildly signalling to be let out. - Cyril Connolly 

In wine there is wisdom, in beer there is freedom, in water there is bacteria. - Benjamin Franklin 

It is a difficult matter, my fellow citizens, to argue with the belly since it has no ears. - M. P. Cato 

It's time to diet and exercise when you accept the fact that you can fool some of the people all of the time and all 

of the people some of the time - but not while you're wearing a bathing suit. - Gene Perret 

Money talks. Chocolate sings. - Anonymous 

My grandmother is over eighty and still doesn't need glasses. Drinks right out of the bottle. - Henny Youngman 

Never cry over spilt milk. It could've been whiskey. - In Maverick 

New! Improved! Instant asshole... just add alcohol! - Anonymous 

Not all chemicals are bad. Without chemicals such as hydrogen and oxygen, for example, there would be no way to 

make water, a vital ingredient in beer. - Dave Barry 

Nothing tastes as good as skinny feels. - Anonymous 

Nothing would be more tiresome than eating and drinking if God had not made them a pleasure as well as a 

necessity. - Voltaire 

Once, during Prohibition, I was forced to l ive for days on nothing but food and water. - W.C.Fields 

One martini is all right. Two are too many, and three are not enough. - James Thurber 

One of the disadvantages of wine is that it makes a man mistake words for thoughts. - Samuel Johnson 

One reason I don't drink is that I want to know when I am having a good time. - Nancy Astor 



Reality may not be the best of all possible worlds but it's still the only place where you can get a decent steak. - 

Woody Allen 

Reality may not be the best of all possible worlds but it's still the only place where you can get a decent steak. - 

Woody Allen 

Red meat is not bad for you. Now blue-green meat, that's bad for you! - Tommy Smothers 

Tabasco sauce is to bachelor cooking what forgiveness is to sin. - P.J.O'Rourke 

The chief reason for drinking is the desire to behave in a certain way, and to be able to blame it on alcohol. - 

Mignon McLaughlin 

The dipsomaniac and the abstainer both make the same mistake; they both regard wine as a drug and not as a 

drink. - G.K.Chesterton 

The first law of dietetics seems to be: if it tastes good, it's bad for you. - Isaac Asimov 

The only obvious advantage to being an adult is that you can eat your dessert without having eaten your 

vegetables. - Lisa Alther 

The only trouble with Seumas O'Sullivan is that when he is not drunk, he is sober. - William Butler Yeats 

The only way to keep your health is to eat what you don't want, drink what you don't l ike, and do what you'd 

rather not. - Mark Twain 

The second day of a diet is easier than the first. By the second day you're off it. - Jackie Gleason 

The toughest part of being on a diet is shutting up about it. - Gerald Nachman 

There are days when solitude is a heady wine that intoxicates you with freedom, others when it is a bitter tonic, 

and still others when it is a poison that makes you beat your head against the wall. - Sidonie Gabrielle Colette 

There are people in the world so hungry, that God cannot appear to them except in the form of bread. - Mahatma 

Gandhi 

There are some sluggish men who are improved by drinking; as there are fruits that are not good until they are 

rotten. - Samuel Johnson 

They say alcohol lessens your inhibitions. I say it lowers your standards. - Rejean Levesque 

This wine is too good for toast drinking, my dear. You don't want to mix emotions up with a wine like that. You lose 

the taste. - Ernest Hemingway 

Thought: Why does man kill? He kills for food. And not only food: frequently there must be a beverage. - Woody 

Allen 

To cease smoking is the easiest thing I ever did. I ought to know, I've done it a thousand times. - Mark Twain 

Wealth is like sea-water; the more we drink, the thirstier we become; and the same is true of fame. - Arthur 

Schopenhauer 

What my mother believed about cooking is that if you worked hard and prospered, someone else would do it for 

you. - Nora Ephron 

Whenever you eliminate the inedible, whatever remains, however unpalatable, must be food. - Anonymous 

Why don't you slip out of those wet clothes and into a dry Martini? - Robert Benchley 



Wine improves with age. I improve with wine. - Anonymous 

Young men are apt to think themselves wise enough, as drunken men are apt to think themselves sober enough. - 

Lord Chesterfield 

Hobbies/Leisure/Fun 

A laugh is a smile that bursts. - Mary H. Waldrip 

A perpetual holiday is a good working definition of hell. - George Bernard Shaw 

A table, a chair, a bowl of fruit and a violin; what else does a man need to be happy? - Albert Einstein 

An unfortunate thing about this world is that the good habits are much ea sier to give up than the bad ones. - 

William Somerset Maugham 

Give a man a fish and he eats for the day. Teach him how to fish and you've got rid of him for the whole weekend. - 

Zenna Schaffer 

Hard work often pays off after time, but laziness always pays off now. - Larry Kersten 

I am so busy doing nothing... that the idea of doing anything - which as you know, always leads to something - cuts 

into the nothing and then forces me to have to drop everything. - Jerry Seinfeld 

I find my life is a lot easier the lower I keep everyone's expectations. - Bill Watterson 

I l ike the word 'indolence'. It makes my laziness seem classy. - Bern Williams 

If I melt dry ice, can I swim without getting wet? - Steven Wright 

If you are losing your lesiure, Look out! You are losing your soul. - Logan Pearsall Smith 

It is impossible to enjoy idling thoroughly unless one has plenty of work to do. - Jerome K. Jerome 

It’s great to get up in the morning, but nicer to l ie in bed. - Anonymous 

Lying in bed would be an altogether perfect and supreme experience if only one had a colored pencil long enough 

to draw on the ceiling. - G.K.Chesterton 

No where to go, and all day to get there. - John A. Simone, Sr 

Nothing so needs reforming as other people's habits. - Mark Twain 

Seven-thirty is my time to rise, But I'm seldom bright of eye. Part of me says, “Look alive!” And the other part asks, 

“Why?” - Anonymous 

Sometimes I've believed as many as six impossible things before breakfast. - Lewis Carroll 

Sometimes the most urgent thing you can possibly do is take a complete rest. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

Tattoo: permanent proof of temporary insanity. - Anonymous 

The average tourist wants to go to places where there are no tourists. - Sam Ewing 

The chains of habit are too weak to be felt until they are too strong to be broken. - Samuel Johnson 

The devil tempts all men, but idle men tempt the devil. - Arab proverb 

The first time I see a jogger smiling, I'll consider it. - John Rivers 

The real character of a man is found out by his amusements. - Joshua Reynolds 



The right use of leisure is no doubt a harder problem than the right use of our working hours. The soul is dyed the 

color of its leisure thoughts. - Dean Inge 

The use of travelling is to regulate imagination by reality, and instead of thinking how things may be, to see them 

as they are. - Samuel Johnson 

The word 'good' has many meanings. For example, if a man were to shoot his grandmother at a range of 500 yards, 

I should call him a good shot but not necessarily a good man. - G.K.Chesterton 

There are a lot of mysterious things about boats, such as why anyone would get on one voluntarily. - P.J.O'Rourke 

There is a fine l ine between fishing and just standing on the shore like an idiot. - Steven Wright 

To knock a thing down, especially if it is cocked at an arrogant angle, is a deep delight of the blood. - George 

Santayana 

Weekends don't count unless you spend them doing something completely pointless. - Bill Watterson 

 

Individuality/Self/Ego/Personality 

A great man is one who leaves others at a loss after he is gone. - Paul Valery 

A man cannot be comfortable without his own approval. - Mark Twain 

A man has made great progress in cunning when he does not seem too clever to others. - Jean de la Bruyere 

A man may be so much of everything that he is nothing of a nything. - Samuel Johnson 

A man's true secrets are more secret to himself than they are to others. - Paul Valery 

A psychiatrist is a man who asks you a lot of expensive questions your wife asks you for nothing - Joey Adams 

A signature always reveals a man's character and sometimes even his name. - Evan Esar 

A sobering thought: what if, at this very moment, I am living up to my full potential? - Jane Wagner 

A thick skin is a gift from God. - Konrad Adenauer 

A word to the wise is infuriating. - Hunter S. Thompson 

Almost all absurdity of conduct arises from the imitation of those who we cannot resemble. - Samuel Johnson 

An empty man is full of himself. - Edward Abbey 

An unclean person is universally a slothful one. - Henry David Thoreau 

Anyone who goes to a psychiatrist needs his head examined. Sam Goldwyn 

Appreciate me now, and avoid the rush. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

Certain defects are necessary for the existence of individuality. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Consistency is the last refuge of the unimaginative. - Oscar Wilde 

Culture is one thing and varnish is another. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Do not let it be your aim to be something, but to be someone. - Victor Hugo 

Down to Gehenna, or up to the Throne, He travels the fastest who travels alone. - Rudyard Kipling 



Dreaming permits each and everyone of us to be quietly and safely insane every night of our lives. - Charles 

William Dement 

Every man has his dignity. I'm willing to forget mine, but at my own discretion and not when someone else tells me 

to. - Denis Diderot 

Every man has his follies and often they are the most interesting thing he has got. - Josh Billings 

Every morning when I awake, I experience a supreme pleasure - that of being Salvador Dali. - Salvador Dali 

Every time I try to define a perfectly stable person, I am appalled by the dullness of that person. - J. D. Griffin 

Existentialism means that no one else can take a bath for you. - Delmore Shwartz 

Fate tried to conceal him by naming him Smith - Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Few great men would have got past personnel. - Paul Goodman 

Find inner peace? I looked; it wasn't there. - Bob Geldorf 

Freedom is that instant between when someone tells you to do something and when you decide how to respond. - 

Dr. Jeffrey Borenstein 

He is great who is what he is from Nature, and who never reminds us of others. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

He is poor indeed that can promise nothing. - Thomas Fuller 

He was like a cock who thought the sun had risen to hear him crow. - George Eliot 

His mother gives him a see-through lunchbox so he can tell whether he is on his way to work or on his way home - 

Robert Klien 

Humility is no substitute for a good personality. - Fran Lebowitz 

I am convinced we do not only love ourselves in others but hate ourselves in others too. - Georg C. Lichtenberg 

I am only one; but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do something; I will not refuse to do 

something I can do. - Helen Keller 

I am the only person in the world I should l ike to know thoroughly. - Oscar Wilde 

I am, indeed, a king, because I know how to rule myself. - Pietro Aretino 

I don't know who my grandfather was I am much more concerned to know what his grandson will be. - Abraham 

Lincoln 

I don't mean to sound bitter, cold, or cruel, but I am, so that's how it comes out. - Bill Hicks 

I don't understand people with low self-esteem. Why hate yourself when you could hate others? - Amy Ashton 

I have never found a companion that was so companionable as solitude. - Henry David Thoreau 

I know the world isn't fair, but why isn't it ever unfair i n my favor? - Bill Watterson 

I may not be totally perfect, but parts of me are excellent. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

I never make stupid mistakes. Only very, very clever ones. - Doctor Who 

I refuse to endure months of expensive humiliation only to be told that a t the age of 4, I was in love with my 

rocking horse. - Noel Coward 

I tried being reasonable, I didn't l ike it. - Clint Eastwood 



I was a veteran, before I was a teenager. - Michael Jackson 

If 10 years from now, when you are doing something quick and dirty, you suddenly visualize that I am looking over 

your shoulders and say to yourself: 'Dijkstra would not have liked this', well that would be enough immortality for 

me. - Edsger Dijkstra 

If a person loves only one other person and is indifferent to all others, his love is not love but a symbiotic 

attachment, or an enlarged egotism. - Erich Fromm 

If God had wanted me otherwise, He would have created me otherwise. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

If you always do what interests you, at least one person is pleased. - Katherine Hepburn 

I'm in therapy now. I used to be in denial. Which is a lot cheaper. - Robin Greenspan 

I'm not confused. I'm just well mixed. - Robert Frost 

I'm not going through an odd phase, I really am odd. - Ally McBeal 

Individualism is rather l ike innocence: There must be something unconscious about it. - Louis Kronenberger 

It is also said of me that I now and then contradict myself. Yes, I improve wonderfully as time goes on. - George 

Jean Nathan 

It is also said of me that I now and then contradict myself. Yes, I improve wonderfully as time goes on. - George 

Jean Nathan  

It is better to be hated for what you are than to be loved for something you are not. - Andre Gide 

It is fortunate to be of high birth, but it is no less so to be of such character that people do not care to know 

whether you are or are not. - Jean de la Bruyere 

It is not the oath that makes us believe the man, but the man the oath. - Aeschylus 

It is our choices... that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities. - J. K. Rowling 

It is such a secret place, the land of tears. - Antoine de SaintExupery 

It is well to remember that the entire universe, with one trifling exception, is composed of others. - John Andrew 

Holmes 

It is with trifles, and when he is off guard, that a man best reveals his character. - Arthur Schopenhauer 

It takes courage to grow up and become who you really are. - e. e. cummings 

It's too bad I'm not as wonderful a person as people say I am, because the world could use a few people like that. - 

Alan Alda 

Just because you are paranoid doesn't mean they are not out to get you. 

Learn to enjoy your own company. You are the one person you can count on living with for the rest of your l ife. - 

Ann Richards 

Learn to... be what you are, and learn to resign with a good grace all that you are not. - Henri Frederic Amiel 

Luck is not something you can mention in the presence of self-made men. - E.B.White 

Madness does not always howl. Sometimes it is the quiet voice at the end of the day saying, 'Hey, is there room in 

your head for one more?' - Larry Kersten 



Make the most of yourself, for that is all there is of you. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Many a man is praised for his reserve and socalled shyness when he is simply too proud to risk making a fool of 

himself. - J. B. Priestley 

Modest people often have reason to be. - Friedrich Nietzsche 

My idea of an agreeable person is a person who agrees with me. - Benjamin Disraeli 

My sore throats are always worse than anyone's. - Jane Austen 

No matter how dull, or how mean, or how wise a man is, he feels that happiness is his indisputable right. - Helen 

Keller 

Nothing prevents one from appearing natural as the desire to appear natural. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

Of all  the things I have ever lost, I miss my mind the most. - Mark Twain 

Once you can accept the universe as matter expanding into nothing that is something, wearing stripes with plaid 

comes easy. - Albert Einstein 

One can be instructed in society, one is inspired only in solitude. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

One machine can do the work of a hundred ordinary men, but no machine can do the work of one extraordinary 

man. - Elbert Hubbard 

Only the shallow know themselves. - Oscar Wilde 

Our strength is often composed of the weakness that we're damned if we're going to show. - Mignon McLaughlin 

Promise me you'll always remember: You're braver than you believe, and stronger than you seem, and smarter 

than you think. - A. A. Milne 

Self-confidence is the first requisite to great undertakings. - Samuel Johnson 

Self-delusion is pulling in your stomach when you step on the scale. - Paul Sweeney 

Seriousness is the only refuge of the shallow. - Oscar Wilde 

Show me a sane man and I'll cure him for you. - Carl Jung 

Someone showed me a site, and half of it that said I wrote it, I didn't write. Recently, I saw one, and I didn't write 

any of it. What's disturbing is that with a few of these jokes, I wish I had thought of them. A giant amount of them, 

I'm embarrassed that people think I thought of them, because some are really bad. - Steven Wright 

Sometimes a cigar is just a cigar. - Sigmund Freud 

Sometimes I l ie awake at night and I ask, "Where have I gone wrong?". Then a voice says to me, "This is going to 

take more than one night" - Charlie Brown 

Sometimes you can't see yourself clearly until you see yourself through the eyes of others. - Ellen DeGeneres 

The average person thinks he isn't. - Larry Lorenzoni 

The best effect of fine persons is felt after we have left their presence. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

The desire to seem clever often keeps us from bei ng so. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

The downside of being better than everyone else is that people tend to assume you're pretentious. - Larry Kersten 



The fact that we are never of one kind, that we never love without reservations and never hate with all our being 

cannot prevent us from seeing others as wholly black or white. - Eric Hoffer 

The first principle is that you must not fool yourself - and you are the easiest person to fool. - Richard Feynman 

The greatest good you can do for another is not just to share your riches, but to reveal to him his own. - Benjamin 

Disraeli 

The last time I saw him he was walking down lover's lane holding his own hand. - Fred Allen 

The measure of a man's real character is what he would do if he knew he would never be found out. - Thomas B. 

Macaulay 

The necessary has never been man's top priority. The passionate pursuit of the nonessential and the extravagant is 

one of the chief traits of human uniqueness. Unlike other forms of l ife, man's greatest exertions are made in the 

pursuit not of necessities but of superfluities. - Eric Hoffer 

The only difference between myself and a madman is that I am not mad. - Salvador Dali 

The power of accurate observation is commonly called cynicism by those who have not got it. - George Bernard 

Shaw 

The reason people blame things on the previous generations is that there's only one other choice. - Doug Larson 

The thing that makes you exceptional, if you are at all, is inevitably that which must also make you lonely. - 

Lorraine Hansberry 

The world contrived to get on before I was born (I don't quite know how) and I dare say it will make some sort of 

lame shift after I am dead. - George Bernard Shaw 

There is a luxury in self-reproach. When we blame ourselves we feel no one else has a right to blame us. - Oscar 

Wilde 

There is always a l imit to self-indulgence, but none to self-restraint. - Mahatma Gandhi 

These are my principles. If you don't like them, I have others - Groucho Marx 

This great misfortune - to be incapable of solitude. - Jean de la Bruyere 

To be bored is an insult to yourself. - Jules Renard 

To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make you something else is the greatest accomplishment. - 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

To label me an intellectual is a misunderstanding of what that is. - Dick Cavett 

Try to be better than yourself. - William Faulkner 

Under my flabby exterior lies an enormous lack of character. - Oscar Levant 

We all  have faults, and mine is being wicked. - James Thurber 

We are all apt to believe what the world believes about us. - George Eliot 

We are all special cases. - Albert Camus 

We are what we pretend to be, so we must be careful what we pretend to be. - Kurt Vonnegut 

We boil at different degrees. - Clint Eastwood 



We don't know who we are until  we see what we can do. - Martha Grimes 

We don't see things as they are, we see things as we are. - Anais Nin 

We forfeit three-quarters of ourselves in order to be like other people. - Arthur Schopenhauer 

We know what we are, but we know not what we may be. - William Shakespeare 

We see things not as they are, but as we are. - H. M. Tomlinson 

We should be too big to take offense and too noble to give it. - Abraham Lincoln 

Wee Willie Winkie ran through the town, upstairs and downstairs in his nightgown and you think _I'm_ nuts? - 

Tommy Cooper 

What a wee little part of a person's life are his acts and his words! His real life is led in his head, and is known to 

none but himself. - Mark Twain 

What l ies behind us and what l ies ahead of us are tiny matters compared to what l ives within us. - Henry David 

Thoreau 

What we must decide is how we are valuable rather than how valuable we are. - Edgar Friedenberg 

Whatever you may be sure of, be sure of this: That you are dreadfully like other people. - James Russell Lowell 

When a man is wrapped up in himself, he makes a pretty small package. - John Ruskin 

When people do not respect us we are sharply offended; yet in his private heart no man much respects himself. - 

Mark Twain 

Wherever he sits, there is the head of the table. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Why should we be in such desperate haste to succeed, and in such desperate enterprises? If a man does not keep 

pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer. - Henry David Thoreau 

You'll  have to get used to Dr. Malcolm, he suffers from a deplorable excess of personality. - Jurassic Park 

  



Insults 

A graceful taunt is worth a thousand insults. - Louis Nizer 

A hat should be taken off when you meet a lady and left off for the rest of your life. Nothing looks more stupid 

than a hat. -P J O’Rourke 

A minutes thought would have shown him that it could not be true. But a minute is a long time and thought is 

difficult - A.E.Housman 

A stiff apology is a second insult. - G.K.Chesterton 

A wise man is superior to any insults which can be put upon him, and the best reply to unseemly behavior is 

patience and moderation. - Moliere 

All  modern men are descended from wormlike creatures, but it shows more on some people. - Will Cuppy 

An apple a day keeps the doctor away...as long as you aim well. (attributed) - Winston Churchill 

Behrman - forgotten but not gone. - George S Kaufman 

By accepting you as you are, I do not necessarily abandon all hope of your improving. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

Daniel Patrick Moynihan is the archetypical extremely smart person who went into politics anyway instead so 

doing something worthwhile for his country. So maybe he owes all of us an apology... - P.J.O'Rourke 

Don't approach a goat from the front, a horse from the back, or a fool from any side. - Anonymous 

Don't torture yourself. That is my job. - Morticia Addams 

Ed Sullivan will be around as long as someone else has talent. - Fred Allen 

Every man has his fault, and honesty is his. - William Shakespeare 

Every time I look at you I get a fierce desire to be lonesome. - Oscar Levant 

Everyone is entitled to be stupid, but some abuse the privilege. - Anonymous 

Give him enough rope and he will hang himself. - Charlotte Bronte 

God made man in his own image, and it would be a sad look out for Christians throughout the Globe if  God looked 

anything like you Baldrick. - Blackadder 

He had one of those minds capable of accommodating but one thought at a time. If that. - P.G.Wodehouse 

He hasn't been himself lately, so let's hope he stays that way - Irvin S. Cabb 

He is very fond of making things which he does not want, and then giving them to people who have no use for 

them. - Anthony Hope 

He looked like a man who's just realized that he's posted a love letter in the wrong envelope. - Hugh Laurie 

He must have a truly romantic nature, for he weeps when there is nothing at all to weep about. - Oscar Wilde 

Her hat looked as if it had made a forced landing on her head - Harriet Cobb      

Heywood Broun is a one-man slum. - Alexander Woollcott 

How did your meeting with the producer go? Terrific. He said I have the eyes of a 12 year old, the complexion of a 

20 year old and the legs of a 25 year old. What about your 60 year old cunt? You were never mentioned. - Ernest 

Borgnine and Ethel Merman 



How stupid can you get? How stupid do you want me? - Abbott and Costello 

I decided that the worst thing you can call Paul Keating quite frankly is Paul Keating. - John Hewson 

I described you in terms which were positively glowing, which is exactly how I'd like to see you in hell. - Li l ith Sterin 

I didn't attend the funeral, but I sent a nice letter saying I approved of it. - Mark Twain 

I have a mind to join a club and beat you over the head with it. - Groucho Marx 

I have no right, by anything I do or say, to demean a human being in his own eyes. What matters is not what I think 

of him; it is what he thinks of himself. To undermine a man's self-respect is a sin. - Antoine de SaintExupery 

I l ike long walks, especially when they are taken by people who annoy me. - Fred Allen 

I never forget a face, but in your case I'll be glad to make an exception. - Groucho Marx 

I think a lot of Bernstein - but not as much as he does. - Oscar Levant 

I was born in very sorry circumstances. My mother was sorry and my father was sorry as well - Norman Wisdom 

If Max Beaverbrook ever gets to heaven, he won't last long. He will be chucked out for trying to pull off a merger 

between heaven and hell. - H. G. Wells 

If there is any way to do it wrong, he'll find it. - Anonymous 

If this is coffee, please bring me some tea; if this is tea, please bring me some coffee. - Abraham Lincoln 

Ignoranus: a person who's both stupid and an asshole. - Anonymous 

Isn't it ironic that Alanis Morisette's song has little of it? - M. Perotto 

It is a pity that Marie Stopes's mother had not thought of birth control. - Muriel Spark 

It takes 8,460 bolts to assemble an automobile, and one nut to scatter it all over the road. - Anonymous 

I've got to make a speech to my old school, and talk to them about racing. What shall I tell them? Tell them you've 

got flu 

I've had a perfectly wonderful evening. But this wasn't it. - Groucho Marx 

I've had a wonderful evening but this wasn't it - Groucho Marx 

James Joyce - an essentially private man who wished his total indifference to public notice to be universally 

recognized. - Tom Stoppard 

Joyce is a poet and also an elephantine pedant. - George Orwell 

Mick Jagger told me the wrinkles on his face were laughter l ine but nothing is that funny - George Melly 

Mr. Robinson is suffering from delusions of adequacy. - Walter Kerr 

My boss has a brain l ike Einstien's - dead since 1955. - Gene Perret 

My father was a man of great principles, though what these principles were I cannot say - Eugene O'Neill 

Never insult anyone by accident. - Robert A. Heinlein 

No one can be as calculatedly rude as the British, which amazes Americans, who do not understand studied insult 

and can only offer abuse as a substitute. - Paul Gallico 

No one can make you feel inferior without your consent. - Eleanor Roosevelt 



Old Mr. Saxby looked like something stationed in a cornfield to discourage crows. - P G Wodehouse 

Paul Johnson is a red-haired, red-faced man of sixty-five, seemingly in transit between Dr.Jekyll and Mr.Hyde. - 

Peter McKay 

People who point at their wrist when asking for the time really annoy me. I know where my watch is pal, where the 

hell is yours? Do I point at my crotch when I ask where the toilet is? - Denis Leary 

Princess Anne loves nature in spite of what it did to her - Bette Midler 

Re-examine all that you have been told... dismiss that which insults your soul. - Walt Whitman 

Reject your sense of injury and the injury itself disappears. - Marcus Aurelius 

Say something stupid and your name will be remembered for forever and a day. - Anonymous 

Self-Esteem is a good thing but anyone who has ever toilet trained a child knows that it is possible to make too 

much of the efforts of a child on the potty. One wonders if l ittle Ed Koch was told once too often what a great 

thing he'd done and began to think that all that emanated from his being was pretty great. - Peggy Noonam 

She had a passion for hats, none of which returned her affection - Storm Jameson 

Sometimes I need what only you can provide - your absence. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

T S Eliots' face had deep lines. I cannot say the same for his poetry - Meliville Cane 

The Extraordinary Achievement Award goes to Billy Martin for having reached the age of 50 without being 

murdered by someone, to the amazement of all who knew him. - Murray Chase 

The only graceful way to accept an insult is to ignore it; if you can't ignore it, top it. If you can't top it, laugh at it. If 

you can't laugh at it, it's probably deserved. - Russell Lynes 

The Pope. Great guy. But in a fashion sense he’s one hat away from being the Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan - 

Jon Stewart 

There are only two people in this world who I trust - One is me and the other isn't you. - Anonymous 

There aren't many left l ike him nowadays, what with education and whiskey the price it is. - Evelyn Waugh 

Think twice before you speak, and then you may be able to say something more insulting than if you spoke right 

out at once. - Evan Esar 

Thomas Grey walks as if he had fouled his small clothes, and looks as if he smelt it. - Christopher Smart 

What a lovely gown you are wearing such a shame they didn't have it in your size - Tania Plant 

What a lovely hat! But may I make a teensy suggestion? If it blows off don’t chase it! - Miss Piggy 

What is the difference between God and a hospital consultant? God doesn't think he is a hospital consultant 

When Ann Widdecombe read out the Ten Commandments at the Westminister Cathedral it sounded as though 

she had written them herself - Father Micheal Seed 

Whenever anyone has offended me, I try to raise my soul so high that the offense cannot reach it. - Rene Descartes 

William Green hasn't got a head. His neck just grew up and haired over. - John L.Lewis 

  



Life/Fate/Destiny/Death 

A happy life is one which is in accordance with its own nature. - Lucius Annaeus Seneca 

A life spent in constant labor is a l ife wasted, save a man be such a fool as to regard a fulsome obituary notice as 

ample reward. - George Jean Nathan 

A lifetime of happiness! No man alive could bear it: it would be hell on earth. - George Bernard Shaw 

A loving person lives in a loving world. A hostile person lives i n a hostile world. Everyone you meet is your mirror. - 

Ken Keys 

A new wound makes all the old ones ache again. - Mignon McLaughlin 

A thing is not necessarily true because a man dies for it. - Oscar Wilde 

A tomb now suffices him for whom the world was not enough.(Regarding) - Alexander the Great 

A useless life is an early death. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Accident: A condition where presence of mind is good but absence of body better. - Mark Twain 

Achieving life is not the equivalent of avoiding death. - Ayn Rand 

Adversity is l ike a strong wind. It tears away from us all but the things that cannot be torn, so that we see ourselves 

as we really are. - Arthur Golden 

After I'm dead I'd rather have people ask why I have no monument than why I have one. - Cato the Elder 

All  animals except man know that the ultimate of l ife is to enjoy it. - Samuel Butler 

All  that is gold does not glitter. - J.R.R. Tolkien 

And remember, no matter where you go, there you are. - Confucius 

Anyone who says things cannot get any worse is a fool. Things can always get worse. - Richard Gosse 

Before we set our hearts too much on anything, let us examine how happy are those who already possess it. - 

Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

But what is all this fear of and opposition to Oblivion? What i s the matter with the soft Darkness, the Dreamless 

Sleep? - James Thurber 

But what is happiness except the simple harmony between a man and the life he leads? - Albert Camus 

Contemplation often makes life miserable. We should act more, think less, and stop watching ourselves l ive. - 

Nicolas de Chamfort 

Crude classifications and false generalizations are the curse of organized life. - George Bernard Shaw 

Death is a very dull, dreary affair, and my advice to you is to have nothing whatever to do with it. - William 

Somerset Maugham 



Disease generally begins that equality which death completes. - Samuel Johnson 

Do not outlive yourself. - George Bernard Shaw 

Do not try to l ive forever. You will not succeed. - George Bernard Shaw 

Do the thing you fear most and the death of fear is certain. - Mark Twain 

Don't let it end like this. Tell them I said something. - Pancho Villa (1877-1923) 

Dreams can come true.  Especially the boring ones. - Mike Baldwin 

Either I've been missing something or nothing has been going on. - Karen Elizabeth Gordon 

Enjoy life. There's plenty of time to be dead. - Anonymous 

Enjoy the little things, for one day you may look back and realize they were the big things. - Robert Brault 

Epitaph: a monumental l ie. - Jacob M. Braude 

Eternity is really long, especially near the end. - Woody Allen 

Eternity's a terrible thought. I mean, where's it all going to end? - Tom Stoppard 

Every man is wanted and no man is wanted much. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Everything has been figured out, except how to live. - Jean-Paul Sartre 

Everything in l ife is somewhere else, and you get there in a car. - E.B.White 

Experience is not what happens to a man. It is what a man does with what happens to him. It is a gift for dealing 

with the accidents of existence, not the accidents themselves. - Aldous Huxley 

Experience is what you get when you don't get what you want. - Anonymous 

Fear less, hope more; Whine less, breathe more; Talk less, say more; Hate less, love more; And all good things are 

yours. - Swedish Proverb 

For all the sad things of tounge or pen, the worst are these, 'it might have been.' - John Greenleaf Whittier 

For fast-acting relief try slowing down. - Lily Tomlin 

For three days after death, hair and fingernails continue to grow but phone calls taper off. - Johnny Carson 

Go with what you have, but make sure you have something. - Anonymous 

God gives every bird its food, but He does not throw it into its nest. - J.G. Holland 

Happiness is not a station you arrive at, but a manner of traveling. - Margaret Lee Runbeck 

Happy is the person who knows what to remember of the past, what to enjoy in the present, and what to plan for 

in the future. - Arnold H. Glasgow 



He attacked everything in l ife with a mix of extraordinary genius and naive incompetence, and it was often difficult 

to tell  which was which. - Douglas Adams 

He was a great patriot, a humanitarian, a loyal friend; provided, of course, he really is dead. - Voltaire 

He who dies with the most toys is, nonetheless, still dead. - Anonymous 

Hope for the Best. Expect the worst. Life is a play. We're unrehearsed. - Mel Brooks 

How far you go in l ife depends on your being tender with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic 

with the striving, and tolerant of the weak and strong. Because someday in your l ife you will have been all of these. 

- George Washington Carver 

I arise in the morning torn between a desire to improve the world and a desire to enjoy the world. This makes it 

hard to plan the day. - E.B.White 

I bet the worst part about dying is the part where your whole l ife passes before you. - Jane Wagner 

I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it. - S. G. Tallentyre 

I don't know why we are here, but I'm pretty sure that it is not in order to enjoy ourselves. - Ludwig Wittgenstein 

I don't want the cheese, I just want out of the trap. - Spanish Proverb 

I don't want to get to the end of my life and find that I l ived just the length of it. I want to have lived the width of it 

as well. - Diane Ackerman 

I love sleep. My life has the tendency to fall apart when I'm awake, you know? - Ernest Hemingway 

I may not have gone where I intended to go, but I think I have ended up where I intended to be. - Douglas Adams 

I shall not waste my days in trying to prolong them. - Ian Fleming 

I wanna live 'ti l I die, no more, no less. - Eddie Izzard 

I want to be all used up when I die. - George Bernard Shaw 

I wanted to be bored to death, as good a way to go as any. - Peter De Vries 

I wish life was not so short, he thought. Languages take such a time, and so do all the things one wants to know 

about. - J. R. R. Tolkien 

I’m always relieved when someone delivers a eulogy and I realize I’m listening to it. - George Carlin 

If all  misfortunes were laid in one common heap whence everyone must take an equal portion, most people would 

be contented to take their own and depart. - Socrates 

If 'ifs and buts' were 'candy and nuts', we'd have Christmas every day. - Anonymous 

If more of us valued food and cheer and song above hoarded gold, it would be a merrier world. - J. R. R. Tolkien 

If we could sell our experiences for what they cost us, we'd all be millionaires. - Abigail Van Buren 



If you don't design your own life plan, chances are you'll fall into someone else's plan. And guess what they have 

planned for you? Not much. - Jim Rohn 

If you're going to make every game a matter of l ife or death, you're going to have a lot of problems. For one thing, 

you'll be dead a lot. - Dean Smith 

I'm kind of jealous of the life I'm supposedly leading. - Zach Braff 

I'm not yet desperate enough to do anything about the conditions that are making me desperate. - Ashleigh 

Bril liant 

In fact, safety has no place anywhere. Everything that's fun in l ife is dangerous. Horse races, for instance, are very 

dangerous. But attempt to design a safe horse and the result is a cow (an appalling animal to watch at the 

trotters.) And everything that isn't fun is dangerous too. It is impossible to be alive and safe. - P.J.O'Rourke 

In three words I can sum up everything I've learned about l ife: it goes on. - Robert Frost 

It is a most mortifying reflection for a man to consider what he has done, compared to what he might have done. - 

Samuel Johnson 

It is a shallow life that doesn't give a person a few scars. - Garrison Keillor 

It is not a fragrant world. - Raymond Chandler 

It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves. - William Shakespeare 

It is said an eastern monarch once charged his wise men to invent a sentence, to be ever in view, and which should 

be true and appropriate in all times and situations. They presented him with the words, 'And this, too, shall pass 

away.' How much it expresses! How chastening in the hour of pride! How consoling in the depths of affliction! - 

Abraham Lincoln 

It’s a funny thing about life; if you refuse to accept anything but the best, you very often get it. - W. Somerset 

Maugham 

It's a strange world of language in which skating on thin ice can get you into hot water. - Franklin P. Jones 

It's easier to fight for one's principles than to l ive up to them. - Adlai Stevenson 

It's not true that l ife is one damn thing after another; it is one damn thing over and over. - Edna St. Vincent Millay 

Let not a man guard his dignity, but let his dignity guard him. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Let us l ive so that when we come to die even the undertaker will be sorry. - Mark Twain 

Life can be fun if you learn to enjoy the adventure. - Anonymous 

Life consists in what a man is thinking of all day. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Life consists not in holding good cards but in playing those you hold well. - Josh Billings 

Life didn't promise to be wonderful. - Teddy Pendergrass 



Life has meaning only if one barters it day by day for something other than itself. - Antoine de SaintExupery 

Life is a long lesson in humility. - Sir James M. Barrie 

Life is a tragedy when seen in close- up, but a comedy in long- shot. - Charlie Chaplin 

Life is l ike a dogsled team. If you ain't the lead dog, the scenery never changes. - Lewis Grizzard 

Life is l ike a horse - either you ride it or it rides you. - Anonymous 

Life is l ike playing a violin solo in public and learning the instrument as one goes along. - Samuel Butler 

Life is never fair, and perhaps it is a good thing for most of us that it is not. - Oscar Wilde 

Life is not long, and too much of it must not pass in idle deliberation how it shall be spent. - Samuel Johnson 

Life is one fool thing after another whereas love is two fool things after each other. - Oscar Wilde 

Life is too important to be taken seriously. - Oscar Wilde 

Life is too short to be small. - Anonymous 

Life is what happens to you while you're busy making other plans. - John Lennon 

Life isn't about finding yourself. Life is about creating yourself. - George Bernard Shaw 

Life isn't fair. - No, it's not, is it! - Anonymous 

Life may have no meaning. Or even worse, it may have a meaning of which I disapprove. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

Live a good, honorable l ife. Then when you get older and think back, you'll enjoy it a second time. - Anonymous 

Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to l ive forever. - Mahatma Gandhi 

Live dangerously and you live right. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Live every day as if it were your last, because one of these days, it will be. - Jeremy Schwartz 

Live truth instead of professing it. - Elbert Hubbard 

Lots of folks confuse bad management with destiny. - Elbert Hubbard 

Make a difference about something other than yourselves. - Toni Morrison 

Man is a strange animal. He generally cannot read the handwriting on the wall until his back is up against it.  

Many a man has decided to stay alive not because of the will to l ive, but because of the determination not to give 

assorted surviving bastards the satisfation of his death. - Brendan Francis 

May you have warmth in your igloo, oil in your lamp, and peace in your heart. - Eskimo Proverb 

May you live every day of your life. - Jonathan Swift 



Men fear death as children fear to go in the dark; and as that natural fear in children is increased by tales, so is the 

other. - Francis Bacon 

Minds, like bodies, will often fall into a pimpled, i llconditioned state from mere excess of comfort. - Charles 

Dickens 

Most men lead lives of quiet desperation and go to the grave with the song still in them. - Henry David Thoreau 

Most modern calendars mar the sweet simplicity of our lives by reminding us that each day that passes is the 

anniversary of some perfectly uninteresting event. - Oscar Wilde 

Next to knowing when to seize an opportunity, the most important thing in life is to know when to forego an 

advantage. - Benjamin Disraeli 

No trumpets sound when the important decisions of our life are made. Destiny is made known silently. - Agnes De 

Mille 

Not all who wander are lost. - J. R. R. Tolkien 

Not everything that can be counted counts, and not everything that counts can be counted. - Albert Einstein 

Not l ife, but good life, is to be chiefly valued. - Socrates 

Nowadays men lead lives of noisy desperation. - James Thurber 

Once the game is over, the king and the pawn go back in the same box. - Italian Proverb 

One can survive everything, nowadays, except death, and live down everything except a good reputation. - Oscar 

Wilde 

One death is a tragedy; one million is a statistic. - Joseph Stalin 

One lives and learns, doesn't one? That is certainly one of the more prevalent delusions. - George Bernard Shaw 

One of the many lessons that one learns in prison is, that things are what they are and will be what they will be. - 

Oscar Wilde 

Our l ife is frittered away by detail... simplify, simplify. - Henry David Thoreau 

Prudent people are very happy; 'tis an exceeding fine thing, that's certain, but I was born without it, and shall 

retain to my day of Death the Humour of saying what I think. - Mary Wortley Montagu 

Sleep is the interest we have to pay on the capital which is called in at death; and the higher the rate of interest 

and the more regularly it is paid, the further the date of redemption is postponed. - Arthur Schopenhauer 

So, what's it l ike in the real world? Well, the food is better, but beyond that, I don't recommend it. - Bil l Watterson 

Someday my boat will come in, and with my luck I'll be at the airport. - Anonymous 

Some people are always late, l ike the late King George V. 

Strange as it may seem, my life is based on a true story. - Ashleigh Brilliant 



That some good can be derived from every event is a better proposition than that everything happens for the best, 

which it assuredly does not. - James K. Feibleman 

The beaten path is the safest, but the traffic's terrible.- Jeff Taylor  

The best use of l ife is to spend it for something that outlasts life. - William James 

The cost of l iving hasn't affected its popularity. - Anonymous 

The difficulties of life are intended to make us better, not bitter. - Anonymous 

The game of l ife is not so much in holding a good hand as in playing a poor hand well. - H.T. Leslie 

The golden rule is that there are no golden rules. - George Bernard Shaw 

The grass may be greener on the other side, but it’s just as hard to cut. - Little Richard 

The great use of l ife is to spend it for something that will outlast it. - William James 

The indispensable first step to getting the things you want out of l ife is this: decide what you want. - Ben Stein 

The meaning of l ife is anything you want it to be, because if something hasn't got an answer how can your answer 

be wrong? - Anonymous 

The most unfair thing about l ife is the way it ends. I mean, l ife is tough. It takes up a lot of your time. What do you 

get at the end of it? A Death. What's that, a bonus? I think the life cycle is all backwards. You should die first, get it 

out of the way. Then you live in an old age home. You get kicked out when you're too young, you get a gold watch 

and you go to work. You work forty years until you're young enough to enjoy your retirement. You do drugs, 

alcohol, you party, you get ready for high school. You go to grade school, you become a kid, you play, you have no 

responsibilities. You become a l ittle baby, you go back into the womb, spend your last nine months floating...and 

you finish off as an orgasm. - Anonymous 

The only thing you take with you when you're gone is what you leave behind. - John Allston 

The purpose of l ife is a life of purpose. - Robert Byrne 

The real question of l ife after death isn't whether or not it exists, but even if it does, what problems this really 

solves. - Ludwig Wittgenstein 

The three hardest tasks in the world are neither physical feats nor intellectual achievements, but moral acts: to 

return love for hate, to include the excluded, and to say, 'I was wrong' - Sydney J. Harris 

The tragedy of l ife is not that it ends so soon, but that we wait so long to begin it. - W. M. Lewis 

The trouble with using experience as a guide is that the final exam often comes first and then the lesson. - 

Anonymous 

The world is so exquisite, with so much love and moral depth, that there is no reason to decei ve ourselves with 

pretty stories for which there's little good evidence. Far better, it seems to me, in our vulnerability, is to look Death 

in the eye and to be grateful every day for the brief but magnificent opportunity that l ife provides. - Carl Sagan 



There are lots of ways of being miserable, but there's only one way of being comfortable, and that is to stop 

running round after happiness. If you make up your mind not to be happy there's no reason why you shouldn't 

have a fairly good time. - Edith Wharton 

There are moments that you'll remember for the rest of your life and there are moments that you think you'll 

remember for the rest of your l ife, and it's not often they turn out to be the same moment. - Anonymous 

There are only two tragedies in l ife: one is not getting what one wants, and the other is getting it. - Oscar Wilde 

There is a loftier ambition than merely to stand high in the world. It is to stoop down and lift mankind a little 

higher. - Henry Van Dyke 

There is more to l ife than increasing its speed. - Mahatma Gandhi 

There is no cure for birth and death save to enjoy the interval. - George Santayana 

There is no satisfaction in hanging a man who does not object to it. - George Bernard Shaw 

There is no such thing as an omen. Destiny does not send us heralds. She is too wise or too cruel for that. - Oscar 

Wilde 

There's no limit to how complicated things can get, on account of one thing always leading to another. - E.B.White 

They say such nice things about people at their funerals that it makes me sad to realize that I'm going to miss mine 

by just a few days. - Garrison Keillor 

To be perfectly happy it does not suffice to possess happiness, it is necessary to have deserved it. - Victor Hugo 

We do survive every moment, after all, except the last one. - John Updike 

We have no more right to consume happiness without producing it than to consume wealth without producing it. - 

George Bernard Shaw 

We have no right to ask when sorrow comes, 'Why did this happen to me?' unless we ask the same question for 

every moment of happiness that comes our way. - Anonymous 

We live in a world which is full of misery and ignorance, and the plain duty of each and all of us is to try to make 

the little corner he can influence somewhat less miserable and somewhat less ignorant than it was before he 

entered it. - Anonymous 

We run is search of our destiny at such breakneck speed that we pass it by. - Jose Narosky 

What a wonderful l ife I've had! I only wish I'd realized it sooner. - Sidonie Gabrielle Colette 

What is reality, anyway? Just a collective hunch. - Lily Tomlin 

What you have become is the price you paid to get what you used to want. - Mignon McLaughlin 

When I hear somebody sigh, 'Life is hard,' I am always tempted to ask, 'Compared to what?' - Sydney J. Harris 

When life hands you a lemon, say 'Oh yeah, I l ike lemons. What else you got?' - Henry Rollins 



When two people are under the influence of the most violent, most insane, most delusive, and most transient of 

passions, they are required to swear that they will remain in that excited, abnormal and exhausting condition until 

death do them part. - George Bernard Shaw 

When we remember we are all mad, the mysteries disappear and life stands explained. - Mark Twain 

Why should I fear death? If I am, death is not. If death is, I am not. Why should I fear that which can only exist 

when I do not? - Epicurus 

You cannot change your destination overnight, but you can change your direction overnight. - Jim Rohn 

You cannot desire what you do not know. - Ovid 

You can't have everything. Where would you put it? - Steven Wright 

You have freedom of choice, but not freedom from choice. - Wendell Jones 

You see sir; death is an intellectual matter, but dying is pure pain. - John Steinbeck 

You take your l ife in your own hands, and what happens? A terrible thing: no one to blame. - Erica Jong 

 

Love/Sex/Marriage/Men/Women  

A broken heart is mostly a broken pride. - Michel Tremblay 

A good girl is good, but I'm even Better! - Bumper Sticker 

A hard man is good to find. - Mae West 

A Harris survey was released showing that 70 percent of men do not view birth control as their responsibility. This 

resulted in the usual round of male-bashing by the usual critics, who as usual failed to note the many areas in 

which men take on MORE than their fair share of responsibility; such as spider-killing, channel-changing, referee-

critiquing, scratching, and traffic gestures. - Dave Barry 

A lot of girls go out with me just to further their careers. Damn anthropologists. - Emo Phillips 

A man admires a woman not for what she says, but what she listens to. - George Jean Nathan 

A man can be happy with any woman, as long as he does not love her. - Oscar Wilde 

A man can keep another's secret better than his own. A woman her own better than others. - Jean de la Bruyere 

A man chases a woman until she catches him. - Anonymous 

A man is already halfway in love with any woman who listens to him. - Brendan Francis 

A man is as good as he has to be, and a woman as bad as she dares. - Elbert Hubbard 

A man is in general better pleased when he has a good dinner upon his table, than when his wife talks Greek. - 

Samuel Johnson 

A man likes his wife to be just clever enough to comprehend his cleverness and just stupid enough to admire it. - 

Israel Zangwill 



A man marries to have a home, but also because he doesn't want to be bothered with sex and all that sort of thing. 

- William Somerset Maugham 

A man may be a fool and not know it, but not if he is married. - H. L. Mencken 

A man must marry only a very pretty woman in case he should ever want s ome other man to take her off his 

hands. - Sacha Guitry 

A man snatches the first kiss, pleads for the second, demands the third, takes the fourth, accepts the fifth and 

endures all the rest. - Helen Rowland 

A man's as old as he's feeling. A woman as old as she looks. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

A man's face is his autobiography. A woman's face is her work of fiction. - Oscar Wilde 

A man's only as old as the woman he feels. - Groucho Marx 

A man's womenfolk, whatever their outward show of respect for his merit and authority, always regard him 

secretly as an ass and with something akin to pity. - H. L. Mencken 

A pair of powerful spectacles has sometimes sufficed to cure a person in love. - Friedrich Nietzsche 

A pessimist is a man who thinks all women are bad. An optimist is a man who hopes they are. - Chauncey Mitchell 

Depew 

A woman can say more in a sigh than a man can say in a sermon. - Arnold Haultain 

A woman drove me to drink and I never even had the courtesy to thank her. - W.C.Fields 

A woman is an occasional pleasure but a cigar is always a smoke. - Groucho Marx 

A woman is like a teabag only in hot water do you realize how strong she is. - Eleanor Roosevelt 

A woman should soften but not weaken a man. - Sigmund Freud 

A woman with a big fat ass should dump him. - Bumper Sticker 

A woman, especially, if she have the misfortune of knowing anything, should conceal it as well as she can. - Jane 

Austen 

Absence makes the heart go wander. - Anonymous 

Adam and Eve had an ideal marriage. He didn't have to hear about all the men she could have married, and she 

didn't have to hear about the way his mother cooked. - Kimberly Broyles 

Adolescence is the time in a boy's life when he notices that a girl notices he is noticing her. - Wilson Mizner 

After a few years of marriage a man can look right at a woman without seeing her and a woman can see right 

through a man without looking at him. - Helen Rowland 

After all, what is your host's purpose in having a party? Surely not for you to enjoy yourself; if that were their sole 

purpose, they'd have simply sent champagne and women over to your place by taxi. - P.J.O'Rourke 

AGRIPPA: Well versed in the natural sciences and mathematics. She speaks seven languages proficiently. Were she 

not a woman one would consider her to be an intellectual. - Joseph Mankiewicz 

Ah, women. They make the highs higher and the lows more frequent. - Friedrich Nietzsche 

Alimony is a system by which two people make a mistake; one of them continues to pay for it. - Liberman 



All men are idiots, and I married their King. - Bumper Sticker 

All  my life affection has been showered upon me, and every forward step I have made has been taken in spite of it. 

- George Bernard Shaw 

All the unhappy marriages come from husbands having brains. What good are brains to a man? They only unsettle 

him. - P.G.Wodehouse 

All the world loves a lover - Unless he is in a telephone booth. - Dave Tomick 

All  this fuss about women priests. Most of them look life men anyway and the male priests have been wearing 

dresses for years. If they had kept quiet about it, nobody would have noticed the difference. - Warren Mitchell 

All  thoughts, all passions, all delights,\nWhatever stirs this mortal frame,\nAll are but ministers of Love,\nAnd feed 

his sacred flame. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

All tragedies are finish'd by a death,All comedies are ended by a marriage;The future states of both are left to faith. 

- Lord Byron 

An ideal wife is one who remains faithful to you but tries to be just as charming as if she weren't. - Sacha Guitry 

Any man who can drive safely while kissing a pretty girl is simply not giving the kiss the attention it deserves. - 

Albert Einstein 

Anybody who believes that the way to a man's heart is through his stomach flunked geography. - Robert Byrne 

Anyone can be passionate, but it takes real lovers to be silly. - Rose Franken 

Anyone who says he can see through women is missing a lot. - Groucho Marx 

At every party there are two kinds of people those who want to go home and those who don't. The trouble is, they 

are usually married to each other. - Ann Landers 

At whatever stage you apologise to your wife, the answer is always the same - 'it's too late now' - Anonymous 

Bachelors have consciences, married men have wives. - Samuel Johnson 

Bachelors know all about parties. In fact, a good bachelor is a l iving, breathing party all by himself. At least that is 

what my girlfriend said when she found the gin bottles under the couch. I believe her exact words were, 'You're a 

disgusting, drunken mess.' And that's a good description of a party, if it's done right. - P.J.O'Rourke 

Before marriage, a man will lay down his l ife for you; after marriage he won't even lay down his newspaper. - 

Helen Rowland 

Behind every great man is a woman rolling her eyes. - Jim Carrey 

Behind every successful man stands a surprised mother-in-law. - Voltaire 

Behind every successful woman...... is a basket of dirty laundry. - Sally Forth 

Being a woman is of interest only to aspiring male transsexuals. To actual women, it is simply a good excuse not to 

play football. - Fran Lebowitz 

Being in therapy is great. I spend an hour just talking about myself. It's kinda like being the guy on a date. - Caroline 

Rhea 

Between men and women there is no friendship possible. There is passion, enmity, worship, love, but no 

friendship. - Oscar Wilde 



Bigamy is having one wife too many. Monogamy is the same. - Oscar Wilde 

Blessed are the hearts that can bend; they shall never be broken. - Albert Camus 

Brain work will cause her to become bald, while increasing masculinity and contempt for duty will induce the 

growth of hair on her face. In the future, therefore, women will be bald and wear long mustaches and patriarchal 

beards. - Hans Friedenthal 

BRIAN: Screw Maximilian! SALLY: I do! BRIAN: So do I! - Jay Presson Allen 

Brigands demand your money or your l ife - women require both. - Samuel Butler 

By love, of course, I refer to romantic love - the love between man and woman, rather that between mother and 

child, or a boy and his dog, or two headwaiters. - Woody Allen 

By taking a second wife he pays the highest compliment to the first, by showing that she made him so happy as a 

married man, that he wishes to be so a second time. - Samuel Johnson 

Can you imagine a world without men? No crime and lots of happy fat women. - Nicole Hollander/Marion Smith 

Chaperons, even in their days of glory, were almost never able to enforce morality; what they did was to force 

immorality to be discreet. This is no small contribution. - Judith Martin 

Christ and The Church: If he were to apply for a divorce on the grounds of cruelty, adultery and desertion, he 

would probably get one. - Samuel Butler 

Clairvoyant, n.: A person, commonly a woman, who has the power of seeing that which is invisible to her patron 

namely, that he is a blockhead. - Ambrose Bierce 

Cleaning, like seduction, should be done from the top down - P.J.O'Rourke 

Contraceptives should be used on every conceivable occasion. - Spike Milligan 

Curve: The loveliest distance between two points. - Mae West 

Dancing is a vertical manifestation of a horizontal desire. - Anonymous 

Distrust all those who love you extremely upon a very slight acquaintance and without any visible reason. - Lord 

Chesterfield 

Don't be reckless with other people's hearts, and don't put up with people who are reckless with yours. - Kurt 

Vonnegut 

Don't have sex man. It leads to kissing and pretty soon you have to start talking to them. - Steve Martin 

During divorce proceedings she's had to go through the three stages of grieving—-anger, denial, and dancing 

around with the settlement check. - Anonymous 

Eighty percent of married men cheat in America. The rest cheat in Europe. - Jackie Mason 

Ever wonder why god-centered religions make a woman responsible for messing up the world? - Anonymous 

Every man I meet wants to protect me. I can't figure from what. - Mae West 

Every man is wise when attacked by a mad dog; fewer when pursued by a mad woman; only the wisest survive 

when attacked by a mad notion. - Robertson Davies 

Every man wants a woman to appeal to his better side, his nobler instincts, and his higher nature and another 

woman to help him forget them. - Helen Rowland 



Every man who is high up loves to think that he has done it all himself; and the wife smiles and lets it go at that. - 

James M Barrie 

Every woman is supposed to have the same set of motives, or else to be a monster. - George Eliot 

Everyone admits that love is wonderful and necessary, yet no one agrees on just what it is. - Diane Ackerman 

Excellence is the best deterrent to racism or sexism. - Oprah Winfrey 

Face it, girl, Prince Charming isn't coming. He's l iving with Mr. Right. - Bumper Sticker 

Father told me that if I ever met a lady in a dress l ike yours, I must look her straight in the eyes. - Prince Charles 

Feminism encourages women to leave their husbands, kill their children, practice wi tchcraft, destroy capitalism, 

and become lesbians. - Rev. Pat Robertson 

Few women admit their age. Few men act theirs. - Anonymous 

Few women care what a man looks like, and a good thing too. - Mignon McLaughlin 

First love is only a l ittle foolishness and a lot of curiosity. - George Bernard Shaw 

Flirting is the gentle art of making a man feel pleased with himself. - Helen Rowland 

For small creatures such as we the vastness is bearable only through love. - Carl Sagan 

For true love is inexhaustible; the more you give, the more you have. - Antoine de SaintExupery 

For two people in a marriage to l ive together day after day is unquestionably the one miracle the Vatican has 

overlooked. - Bill Cosby 

Friends need not agree in everything or go always together, or have no comparable other friendships of the same 

intimacy. On the contrary, in friendship union is more about ideal things; and in that sense it is more ideal and less 

subject to trouble than marriage is. - George Santayana 

From 30 feet away she looked like a lot of class. From 10 feet away she looked like something made up to be seen 

from 30 feet away. - Raymond Chandler 

Getting divorced just because you don't love a man is almost as silly as getting married just because you do. - Zsa 

Zsa Gabor 

Girls we love for what they are; young men for what they promise to be. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Give a man a free hand and he'll run it all over you. - Mae West 

God gave us all a penis and a brain, but only enough blood to run one at a time. - Robin Williams 

God made Adam before Eve because he didn't want any advice on the matter. - Patrick Murray 

Good name in man and woman, dear my lord, Is the immediate jewel of their souls: Who steals my purse steals 

trash; 'tis something, nothing;'Twas mine, 'tis his, and has been slave to thousands; But he that fi lches from me my 

good name, Robs me of that which not enriches him, And makes me poor indeed. - William Shakespeare 

Guys are l ike roses. You've got to watch out for the pricks. - Anonymous 

He is happiest, be he king or peasant, who finds peace in his home. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

He is not a lover who does not love forever. - Euripides 

He was a dreamer, a thinker, a speculative philosopher... or, as his wife would have it, an idiot. - Douglas Adams 



He was happily married - but his wife wasn't. - Victor Borge 

Her kisses left something to be desired... the rest of her. - Anonymous 

Heterosexuality is not normal, it's just common. - Anonymous 

Hey Santa, how much for your list of naughty girls? - Anonymous 

His father had a weak heart and habitually threatened to drop dead if anybody hurt his feelings. You may have 

noticed that people with weak hearts are the tyrants of English married life. - George Bernard Shaw 

Home cooking: where many a man thinks his wife is - Jimmy Durante 

Home cooking: where many a man thinks his wife is. - Anonymous 

Housework is what a woman does that nobody notices unless she hasn't done it. - Anonymous 

How can a woman be expected to be happy with a man who insists on treating her as if she were a perfectly 

normal human being. - Oscar Wilde 

How many husbands have I had? You mean apart from my own? - Zsa Zsa Gabor 

How marriage ruins a man! It is as demoralizing as cigarettes, and far more expensive. - Oscar Wilde 

How wrong is it for women to expect the man to build the world she wants, rather than set out to create it herself. 

- Anais Nin 

How wrong it is for a woman to expect the man to build the world she wants, rather than to create it herself. - 

Anais Nin 

Husbands never become good; they merely become proficient. - H. L. Mencken - Anonymous 

I always wanted to be the last guy on earth, just to see if any of those women were lying to me. - Ronnie Shakes 

I am a marvellous housekeeper. Every time I leave a man I keep his house. - Zsa Zsa Gabor 

I am certainly not an authority on love because there are no authorities on love, just those who've had luck with it 

and those who haven't. - Bill Cosby 

I am going away with him to an unknown country where I shall have no past and no name, and where I shall be 

born again with a new face and an untried heart. - Sidonie Gabrielle Colette 

I became a feminist as an alternative to becoming a masochist. - Sally Kempton 

I believe that sex is one of the most beautiful, natural, wholesome things that money can buy. - Steve Martin 

I can remember when the air was clean and sex was dirty. - George Burns 

I don't mind living in a man's world as long as I can be a woman in it. - Marilyn Monroe 

I don't understand you. You don't understand me. What else do we have in common? - Ashleigh Brilliant 

I had no idea when I married Mr. Right that his first name would be 'always' - Bumper Sticker 

I hate women because they always know where things are. - Voltaire 

I have a total irreverence for anything connected with society except that which makes the roads safer, the beer 

stronger, the food cheaper and the old men and old women warmer in the winter and happier in the summer. - 

Brendan Behan 

I have half a mind to get married and that is all I need. - Bob Philips 



I have just returned from a trip to paris and let me tell  you lads, that sex in Ireland is only in its infancy. - 

Anonymous 

I have learned that only two things are necessary to keep one's wife happy. First, let her think she's having her 

way. And second, let her have it. - Lyndon Baines Johnson 

I know you've been married to the same woman for 69 years. That is marvelous. It must be very inexpensive. - 

Johnny Carson 

I learned long ago that racehorses, women and fish are smarter than I am. - Raymond Myers 

I l ike not only to be loved, but also to be told I am loved. - George Eliot 

I love being married. It's so great to find that one special person you want to annoy for the rest of your life. - 

Anonymous 

I married my wife for her looks... But not the ones she's been giving me lately! - Bumper Sticker 

I myself have never been able to find out precisely what feminism is; I only know that people call me a feminist 

whenever I express sentiments that differentiate me from a doormat. - Rebecca West 

I never hated a man enough to give him his diamonds back. - Zsa Zsa Gabor 

I never married because I have three pets at home that answer the same purpose as a husband. I have a dog that 

growls every morning, a parrot that swears all afternoon and a cat that comes home late at night. - Marie Corelli 

I sti l l miss my Ex ... but my aim is improving. - Woody Woodbury 

I think men who have a pierced ear are better prepared for marriage. They've experienced pain and bought 

jewelry. - Rita Rudner 

I think; therefore, I'm single. - Lizz Winstead 

I want a man who's kind and understanding. Is that too much to ask of a millionaire? - Zsa Zsa Gabor 

I wonder why it is, that young men are always cautioned against bad girls. Anyone can handle a bad girl. It's the 

good girls men should be warned against. - David Niven 

If a man is talking in the woods, and there is no woman there to hear him, is he still wrong? - Anonymous 

If a man makes a stupid mistake, men say, 'what a fool that man is'; If a woman does the same, men say, 'what 

fools women are' - Mark Twain 

If a woman rebels against highheeled shoes, she should take care to do it in a very smart hat. - Anonymous 

If a woman wants to learn to drive, don't stand in her way. - Bumper Sticker 

If civilization had been left in female hands we would still be l iving in grass huts. - Camille Paglia 

If I love you, what business is it of yours? - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

If love is the answer, could you rephrase the question? - Lily Tomlin 

If marriage is your object, you'd better start loving the subject. - Anonymous 

If men can run the world, why can’t they stop wearing neckties? How intelligent is it to start the day by tying a little 

noose around your neck? - Linda Ellerbee 

If men had more up top we'd need less up front. - Jaci Stephen 



If sex is such a natural phenomenon, how come there are so many books on how to? - Bette Midler 

If so many men, so many minds, certainly so many hearts, so many kinds of love. - Leo Tolstoy 

If they can put one man on the moon why can't they put them all there? - Chocolate Waters 

If we are to judge of love by its consequences, it more nearly resembles hatred than friendship. - Francois de La 

Rochefoucauld 

If we discovered that we had only five minutes left to say all that we wanted to say, every telephone booth would 

be occupied by people calling other people to stammer that they loved them. - Charles Morley 

If women believed in their husbands they would be a good deal happier and also a good deal more foolish. - H. L. 

Mencken 

If you are afraid of being lonely, don't try to be right. - Jules Renard 

If you haven't seen your wife smile at a traffic cop, you haven't seen her smile her prettiest. - Kin Hubbard 

If you judge people, you have no time to love them. - Mother Teresa 

If you love somebody, let them go. If they return, they were always yours. If they don't, they never were. - 

Anonymous 

If you made a l ist of reasons why any couple got married, and another l ist of the reasons for their divorce, you'd 

have a hell of a lot of overlapping. - Mignon McLaughlin 

If you never want to see a man again, say, 'I love you, I want to marry you. I want to have children...' they leave 

skid marks. - Rita Rudner 

If you really want to hurt your parents and you don't have nerve enough to be homosexual, the least you can do is 

go into the arts. - Kurt Vonnegut 

If you think women are the weaker sex, try pulling the blankets back to your side. - Stuart Turner 

If you want to be loved, be lovable. - Ovid 

If you want to know about a man you can find out an awful lot by looking at who he married. - Kirk Douglas 

If you want to know how old a woman is, ask her sister-in-law - Ed Howe 

If you were standing in the middle of a bridge spanning a wilderness gorge, at the bottom of which was a 

spectacular whitewater river, what would you do? FEMALE RESPONSE: Admi re the view. MALE RESPONSE: Spit. - 

Dave Barry 

If you wish to be loved, show more of your faults than your virtues. - Edward G. Bulwer-Lytton 

If you would have a good wife, marry one who has been a good daughter. - Thomas Fuller 

I'l l  believe it when girls of 20 with money marry paupers turned 60. - Elbert Hubbard 

I'm a babe magnet... just the wrong end. - Anonymous 

I'm a Woman, not a Womb! - Bumper Sticker 

I'm furious about the Women's Liberationists. They keep getting up on soapboxes and proclaiming that women are 

brighter than men. That's true, but it should be kept very quiet or it ruins the whole racket. - Anita Loos 

I'm just a person trapped inside a womans body. - Elayne Boosler 



Imagine what will happen to this nation if large numbers of American women start using the Wonderbra. It will be 

catastrophic. The male half of the population will be nothing but mindless drooling Zombies of Lust. Granted, this 

is also true now, but it will be even worse. - Dave Barry 

In her first passion, woman loves her lover. In all others, all she loves is love. - Don Juan De Marco 

In Hollywood, brides keep the bouquets and throw away the groom. - Groucho Marx 

In how many lives does love really play a dominant part? The average taxpayer is no more capable of a 'grand 

passion' than of a grand opera. - Israel Zangwill 

In less enlightened times, the best way to impress women was to own a hot car. But women wised up and realized 

it was better to buy their own hot cars so they wouldn't have to ride around with jerks. - Scott Adams 

In matters of marriage or religion I never give advice, for I will not have no man's torment in this world or the next 

laid to my charge. - Lord Chesterfield 

In olden times, sacrifices were made at the altar, a practice that still continues. - Helen Rowland 

In our monogamous part of the world, to marry means to halve one's rights and double one's duties. - Arthur 

Schopenhauer 

In the history of l ife, no good news has followed that sentence ['We have to talk.']. - Paul Reiser 

Instead of getting married again, I'm going to find a woman I don't l ike and just give her a house. - Rod Stewart 

It is an infantile superstition of the human spirit that virginity would be thought a virtue and not the barrier that 

separates ignorance from knowledge. - Voltaire 

It is an infantile superstition of the human spirit that virginity would be thought a virtue and not the barrier that 

separates ignorance from knowledge. - Voltaire 

It is difficult for a woman to define her feelings in language which is chiefly made by men to expres s theirs. - 

Thomas Hardy 

It is not enough to conquer; one must learn to seduce. - Voltaire 

It is not Scripture that creates hostility to homosexuality, but rather hostility to homosexuality that prompts 

certain Christians to retain a few passages from an otherwise discarded law code. - Rev. William Sloane Coffin 

It is now quite lawful for a Catholic woman to avoid pregnancy by resorting to mathematics, though she is still 

forbidden to resort to physics or chemistry. - H. L. Mencken 

It is often necessary to know how to obey a woman in order sometimes to have the right to command her. - Victor 

Hugo 

It is one of the superstitions of the human mind to have imagined that virginity could be a virtue. - Voltaire 

It serves me right for keeping all my eggs in one bastard. - Anonymous 

It takes a lot of experience for a girl to kiss l ike a beginner. - Anonymous 

It takes a woman twenty years to make a man of her son, and another woman twenty minutes to make a fool of 

him. - Helen Rowland 

It was a perfect marriage. She didn't want to and he couldn't. - Spike Milligan 

It's a funny thing that when a man hasn't anything on earth to worry about, he goes off and gets married. - Robert 

Frost 



It's better to be a real woman than an imitation man. - Anonymous 

It's better to have loved and lost than to do forty pounds of laundry a week. - Laurence J. Peter 

It's called a breakup because it's broken. - Greg Behrendt 

It's the heart afraid of breaking that never learns to dance. - Bette Midler 

I've had bad luck with both my wives. The fi rst one left me and the second one didn't - Patrick Murray 

I've sometimes thought of marrying - and then I've thought again. - Noel Coward 

Kindness is loving people more than they deserve. - Joseph Joubert 

Laugh and the world laughs with you, snore and you sleep alone. - Anthony Burgess 

Life after death is as improbable as sex after marriage. - Madeline Kahn 

Life has taught us that love does not consist in gazing at each other but in looking outward in the same direction. - 

Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

Like attracts like and we attract just what we are in mind. - Ernest Holmes 

Like the ski resort of girls looking for husbands and husbands looking for girls, the situation is not as symmetrical as 

it might seem. - Alan McKay 

Literature is mostly about having sex and not much about having children. Life is the other way round. - David 

Lodge 

Living in provincial England is like being married to a stupid but exqusitely beautiful wife. - Margaret Halsey 

Looking back, I have this to regret, that too often when I loved, I did not say so. - David Grayson 

Love and cough cannot be hid. - George Herbert 

Love can sometimes be magic. But magic can sometimes...just be an illusion. - Javan 

Love has reasons which reason cannot understand. - Blaise Pascal 

Love is a fire. But whether it is going to warm your heart or burn down your house, you can never tell. - Joan 

Crawford 

Love is a gross exaggeration of the difference between one person and everybody else. - George Bernard Shaw 

Love is an irresistable desire to be irresistably desired. - Robert Frost 

Love is grand; divorce is a hundred grand. - Anonymous 

Love is much like a wild rose, beautiful and calm, but willing to draw blood in its defense. - Mark A. Overby 

Love is never having to say "How much?" - Anonymous 

Love is not enough. It must be the foundation, the cornerstone- but not the complete structure. It is much too 

pliable, too yielding. - Quentin Crisp 

Love is nothing but the discovery of ourselves in others and the delight in the recognition. - Anonymous 

Love is only a dirty trick played on us to achieve continuation of the species. - William Somerset Maugham 

Love is or it ain't. Thin love ain't love at all. - Toni Morrison 

Love is the answer, but while you are waiting for the answer, sex raises some pretty good questions. - Woody Allen 



Love is the delightful interval between meeting a beautiful girl and discovering that she looks like a haddock. - John 

Barrymore 

Love is the delusion that one woman differs from another. - H. L. Mencken 

Love is the same as like except you feel sexier. - Judith Viorst 

Love is union with somebody, or something, outside oneself, under the condition of retaining the separateness and 

integrity of one's own self. - Erich Fromm 

Love like you've never been hurt. - Anonymous 

Love looks not with the eyes, and therefore is winged Cupid painted blind. - William Shakespeare 

Love unlocks doors and opens windows that weren't even there before. - Mignon McLaughlin 

Love vanquishes all except poverty and toothache. - Marguerite Gardiner 

Love's l ike the measles - all the worse when it comes late in l ife. - Douglas Jerrold 

Lust is what keeps you wanting to do it even when you have no desire to be with each other. Love is what makes 

you want to be with each other even when you have no desire to do it. - Judith Viorst 

Maids want nothing but husbands, and when they have them, they want everything. - William Shakespeare 

Man will do many things to get himself loved, he will do all things to get himself envied. - Mark Twain 

Many a man in love with a dimple makes the mistake of marrying the whole girl. - Stephen Leacock 

Many a man owes his success to his first wife, and his second wife to his success. - Jim Backus 

Marriage has no guarantees. If that's what you're looking for, go live with a car battery. - Erma Bombeck 

Marriage is a process much like a cafeteria you carefully look over the choices, select what looks the best and pay 

later. - Anonymous 

Marriage is a very expensive way to get your laundry done. - Anonymous 

Marriage is a very good thing, but I think it's a mistake to make a habit out of it. - William Somerset Maugham 

Marriage is an alliance entered into by a man who can't sleep with the window shut, and a woman who can't sleep 

with the window open. - George Bernard Shaw 

Marriage is give and take. You'd better give it to her or she'll take it anyway. - Joey Adams 

Marriage is like a violin. After the music is over, you still have the strings. - Anonymous 

Marriage is like pi natural, irrational, and very important. - Lisa Hoffman 

Marriage is not just spiritual communion, it is also remembering to take out the trash. - Dr. Joyce Brothers 

Marriage is the triumph of imagination over intelligence. Second marriage is the triumph of hope over experience. 

- Oscar Wilde 

Masturbation is not i llegal, but if it were, people would probably take the law into their own hands. - George Carlin 

May you live as long as you wish and love as long as you live. - Robert A. Heinlein 

Men always want to be a woman's first love women like to be a man's last romance. - Oscar Wilde 

Men are from earth. Women are from earth. Deal with it. - Anonymous 



Men are idiots and I married their king. - Bumper Sticker 

Men are l ike a deck of cards. You'll find the occasional king, but most are jacks. - Laura Swenson 

Men are l ike a fine wine. They start out l ike grapes, and it's our job to stomp on them and keep them in the dark 

until  they mature into something you'd l ike to have dinner with. - Anonymous 

Men are proof that women can take a joke. - Bumper Sticker 

Men don't care what's on TV. They only care what else is on TV. - Jerry Seinfeld 

Men get laid, but women get screwed. - Quentin Crisp 

Men know that women are an overmatch for them, and therefore they choose the weakest or most ignorant. If 

they did not think so, they never could be afraid of women knowing as much as themselves. - Samuel Johnson 

Men look at themselves in mirrors. Women look for themselves. - Elissa Melamed 

Men marry because they are tired; women, because they are curious; both are disappointed. - Oscar Wilde 

Men only think they are cleverer than women, but did you ever see a woman marrying a dumb bloke because of 

his shape? - Zsa Zsa Gabor 

Men should be like Kleenex...soft, strong, and disposable. - Mrs. White, Clue 

Men should think again aboout making widowhood women's only path to power. - Gloria Steinheim 

Men want a woman whom they can turn on and off l ike a l ight switch. - Ian Fleming 

Men who don't l ike girls with brains don't l ike girls. - Mignon McLaughlin 

Men who treat women as helpless and charming playthings deserve women who treat men as delightful and 

generous bank accounts. - GQ 

Menstruation, Menopause, Mental Breakdowns... ever notice how all our problems begin with Men? - Anonymous 

Most vegetables are something God invented to let women get even with their children. - P.J.O'Rourke 

Mother-in-law: A woman who destroys her son-in-law's peace of mind by giving him a piece of hers. - Anonymous 

My husband and I divorced over religious differences. He thought he was God and I didn't. - Anonymous 

My husband and I divorced over rel igious differences. He thought he was God and I didn't. - Bumper Sticker 

My masculinity isn't hinged on whether or not I knit. - Robin Green 

My parents stayed together for 40 years but that was out of spite. - Woody Allen 

My wedding ring has done its job. It has been a status symbol in the maternity ward. - Erma Bombeck 

My wife and I tried to breakfast together but we had to stop or our marriage would have be wrecked. - Winston 

Churchill 

My wife and I were happy for twenty years. Then we met. - Rodney Dangerfield 

My wife Mary and I have been married for forty-seven years and not once have we had an argument serious 

enough to consider divorce; murder, yes, but divorce, never. - Jack Benny 

Never date a woman whose father calls her 'Princess'. Chances are she believes it. - Anonymous 

Never go to bed mad. Stay up and fight. - Phyllis Diller 



Never go to your high school reunion pregnant or they will think that is all you have done since you graduated. - 

Erma Bombeck 

Never is the history of fashion has so little material been raised so high to reveal so much that needs to be covered 

so badly. - Cecil Beaton 

Never marry for money. You will borrow it cheaper. - Scottish Proverb 

Never trust a husband too far, nor a bachelor too near. - Helen Rowland 

No matter how happi ly a woman may be married, it always pleases her to discover that there is a nice man who 

wishes that she were not. - H. L. Mencken 

No matter how much you love your spouse, eventually the smooth unblemished surface of your relationship will 

be marred by a small pimple of anger, which, if ignored, can grow into a really disgusting metaphor that I don't 

wish to pursue any further here. - Dave Barry 

No one has ever loved anyone the way everyone wants to be loved. - Mignon McLaughlin 

No woman should ever be qui te accurate about her age. It looks so calculating. - Oscar Wilde 

Nobody works as hard for his money as the man who marries it. - Kin Hubbard 

Not all women are fools. Some are single. - Bumper Sticker 

Nothing is more distaseful to me than that entire complacency and satisfaction which beam in the countenances of 

a new married couple. - Charles Lamb 

Now that you're after me, wanna get married? - Bumper Sticker 

Nowadays it is rather very difficult to say why girl think a man vulgar hen he stares at what they are trying so hard 

to display. - Anonymous 

Nymphomaniac: a woman as obsessed with sex as an average man. - Anonymous 

Of all  forms of caution, caution in love is perhaps the most fatal to true happiness. - Bertrand Russell 

Oh my God, I think I'm becoming the man I wanted to marry! - Bumper Sticker 

Oh sir! I must not tell my age. They say women and music should never be dated. - Oliver Goldsmith 

Ok. Sex is fine. Sex is good. Sex is GREAT! Okay, okay, we need men for sex... Do we need so many? - Martin Sage 

and Sybil Adelman 

Okay, so God made man first, but doesn't everyone make a rough draft before they make a masterpiece? - 

Courtney Huston 

Once a woman has given you her heart you can never get rid of the rest of her. - John Vanbrugh 

Once women made it public that they could do things better than men, they were of course forced to do precisely 

that. - P.J.O'Rourke 

One can find women who have never had one love affair, but it is rare indeed to find any who have had only one. - 

Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

One forgives to the degree that one loves. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

One of the best parts of growing older? You can flirt all you like since you’ve become harmless. - Liz Smith 



One of the most difficult things in the world is to convince a woman that even a bargain costs money. - Edgar 

Watson Howe 

One of the most important things a father can do for his children is to love their mother. - Ray Chenoweth 

One of the oldest human needs is to have someone to wonder where you are when you don't come home at night. 

- Margaret Mead 

One should always be in love. That is the reason one should never marry. - Oscar Wilde 

One sure way to lose another woman's friendship is to try to improve her flower arrangements. - Marcelene Cox 

Only 10% of women go to heaven, cuz if they all went it would be hell. - Craig Arbour 

Only choose in marriage a woman who you would choose as a friend if she were a man. - Joseph Joubert 

Our vocabulary is defective; we give the same name to women's lack of temptation and man's lack of opportunity. 

- Ambrose Bierce 

People are more passionately opposed to wearing fur than leather because it's safer to harass rich women than 

bikers. - Bumper Sticker 

People are more violently opposed to fur than leather because it's safer to harass rich women tha n motorcycle 

gangs. - Anonymous 

People change and forget to tell  each other. - Lil lian Hellman 

People who get married because they're in love make a ridiculous mistake. It makes much more sense to marry 

your best friend. You like your best friend more than anyone you're ever going to be in love with. You don't choose 

your best friend because they have a cute nose. - Fran Lebowitz 

Plain women know more about men than beautiful ones do. - Katherine Hepburn 

Remember men, we're fighting for this woman's honor; which is probably more than she ever did. - Groucho Marx 

Remember, if you smoke after sex you're doing it too fast. - Woody Allen 

Safe sex is in the palm of your hand. - Bumper Sticker 

Science is a lot l ike sex. Sometimes something useful comes of it, but that's not the reason we're doing it. - Richard 

Feynman 

Scratch a lover, and find a foe. - Anonymous 

Scratch most feminists and underneath there is a woman who longs to be a sex object. The difference is that is not 

all  she longs to be. - Betty Rollin 

Sex and golf are the two things you can enjoy even if you're not good at them. - Kevin Costner, Tin Cup 

Sex hasn't been the same since women started to enjoy it. - Lewis Grizzard 

Sex is l ike art. Most of it is pretty bad, and the good stuff is out of your price range. - Scott Roeben 

Sex is l ike bridge: If you don't have a good partner, you better have a good hand. - Charles Pierce 

Sex is l ike hacking. You get in, you get out, and you hope you didn't leave something behind that can be traced 

back to you. - Anonymous 

Sex without love is an empty experience, but, as empty experiences go, it's one of the best. - Woody Allen 



Sex without love is merely healthy exercise. - Robert A. Heinlein 

Sex: the pleasure is momentary, the position ridiculous, and the expense damnable. - Lord Chesterfield 

Sex: the thing that takes up the least amount of time and causes the most amount of trouble. - John Barrymore 

Sexy Unix Commands: date; unzip; touch; strip; finger; mount; gasp; yes; uptime. - Anonymous 

She gave me a smile I could feel in my hip pocket. - Raymond Chandler 

She had stayed a virgin so she wouldn't be called a tramp or a slut; had married so she wouldn't be called an old 

maid; faked orgasms so she wouldn't be called frigid; had children so she wouldn't be called barren; had not been 

a feminist because she didn't want to be called queer and a man hater; never nagged or rasied her voice so she 

wouldn't be called a bitch. - Anonymous 

She jerked away from me like a startled fawn might, if I had a startled fawn and it jerked away from me. - Raymond 

Chandler 

She thoroughly understands what no other Church has ever understood, how to deal with enthusiasts. - Thomas B. 

Macaulay 

She wore far too much rouge last night and not quite enough clothes. That is always a sign of despair i n a woman. - 

Oscar Wilde 

Show me a woman who doesn't feel guilty and I'll show you a man. - Erica Jong 

So, when Adam and Eve were in the Garden of Eden, if you go for all these fairy tales, that 'evil' woman convinced 

the man to eat the apple, but the apple came from the Tree of Knowledge. And the punishment that was then 

handed down, the woman gets to bleed and the guy's got to go to work, is the result of a man desiring, because his 

woman suggested that it would be a good idea, that he get all  the knowledge that was supposedly the property 

and domain of God. So, that right away sets up Christianity as an anti-intellectual religion. - Frank Zappa 

Some men don't give a woman a second thought the first one covers everything. - Anonymous 

Some men feel that the only thing they owe the woman who married them is a grudge. - Helen Rowland 

Some people go to church only when they are being baptized, married or buried - hatched, matched and 

dispatched. - James Hewett 

Some women can be fooled all of the time, and all women can be fooled some of the time, but the same woman 

can't be fooled by the same man in the same way more than half of the time. - Helen Rowland 

Spouse, n: Someone who'll stand by you through all the trouble you wouldn't have had if you'd stayed single in the 

first place. - Anonymous 

Talk not of wasted affection - affection never was wasted. - Henry Longfellow 

Teach not thy l ip such scorn, for it was made For kissing, lady, not for such contempt. - William Shakespeare 

Teenagers are interesting for many reasons _ for their sex l ives, their unshakeable belief in the suitablility of jeans 

for every social occasion _ but one thing you passion, politely but firmly, is their poetry. - Tom Shone 

Telling l ies is a fault in a boy, and art in a lover, an achievement in a bachelor, and second nature in a married man. 

- Helen Rowland 

That girl  on the omnibus had one of those faces of marvellous beauty which are seen casually in the streets but 

never among ones friends. Where do these women come from? Who marries them? Who knows them? - Thomas 

Hardy 



The #1 cause of divorce is Marriage. - Bumper Sticker 

The appropriate age for marriage is around eighteen for girls and thirty-seven for men. - Aristotle 

The average girl would rather have beauty than brains because she knows the average guy can see better than he 

can think. - Anonymous 

The best mannered people make the most absurd lovers. - Denis Diderot 

The best way to get a husband to do anything is to suggest that he is too old to do it. - Shirley Maclainer 

The Bible contains 6 admonishments to homosexuals and 362 admonishments to heterosexuals. That doesn't 

mean that God doesn't love heterosexuals. It's just that they need more supervision. - Lynn Lavner 

The big difference between sex for money and sex for free is that s ex for money usually costs a lot less. - Brendan 

Behan 

The chief excitement in a woman's l ife is spotting women who are fatter than she is. - Helen Rowland 

The confusion of marriage with morality has done more to destroy the conscience of the human race than any 

other single error. - Anonymous 

The consciousness of loving and being loved brings a warmth and richness to l ife that nothing else can bring. - 

Oscar Wilde 

The difference between a lady and a flower girl is not how she behaves, but how she’s treated. - George Bernard 

Shaw 

The difference between pornography and erotica is lighting. - Gloria Leonard 

The difficulty with marriage is that we fall in love with a personality, but must l ive with a character. - Peter De Vries 

The emotional, sexual, and psychological stereotyping of females begins when the doctor says: 'It's a girl.' - Shirley 

Chisholm 

The faults of husbands are often caused by the excess virtues of their wives. - Sidonie Gabrielle Colette 

The fickleness of the women I love is only equaled by the infernal constancy of the women who love me. - George 

Bernard Shaw 

The first duty of love is to l isten. - Paul Tillich 

The first man to compare the cheeks of a young woman to a rose was obviously a poet the first to repeat it was 

possibly an idiot. - Salvador Dali 

The first symptom of love in a young man is timidity; in a girl boldness. - Victor Hugo 

The first time Adam had a chance he laid the blame on woman. - Nancy Astor 

The fucking you get is not worth the fucking you get. - Anonymous 

The good old days: When sex was dirty and Michael Jackson was black. - Bumper Sticker 

The grand essentials of happiness are: something to do, something to love, and something to hope for. - Allan K. 

Chalmers 

The greatest weakness of most humans is their hesitancy to tell others how much they love them while they're still 

alive. - Orlando A. Battista 

The heart has reasons that reason cannot know. - Blaise Pascal 



The husband who decides to surprise his wife is often very much surprised himself. - Voltaire 

The hypothalamus controls the 'Four F's': 1. fighting 2. fleeing 3.feeding and 4. mating. - Anonymous 

The key to success? Work hard, stay focused and marry a Kennedy. - Arnold Schwarzenegger 

The main reason Santa is so jolly is because he knows where all the bad girls live. - Bumper Sticker 

The man's desire is for the woman; but the woman's desire is rarely other than for the desire of the man. - Samuel 

Taylor Coleridge 

The mini-skirt enables young ladies to run faster and because of it, they may have to. - John V. Lindsay 

The Miss World has always had its fair share of Knockers. - Julia Morley 

The most mediocre of males feels himself a demigod as compared with women. - Simone De Beauvoir 

The nature documentaries are as absurdly action-packed as the soap operas, where a l ife's worth of divorce, 

adultery, and sudden death are crammed into a weeks’ worth of watching trying to understand 'nature' from 

watching Wild Kingdom is as tough as trying to understand 'l ife' from watching Dynasty. - Bill McKibben 

The only consistent feature of all of your dissatisfying relationships is you. - Larry Kersten 

The only difference about being married is that you don't have to get out of bed to fart. - Jimmy Goldsmith 

The only time most women give their orating husbands unavoided attention is when the old boys mumble in their 

sleep. - Wilson Mizner 

The proper behavior all through the holiday season is to be drunk. This drunkenness culminates on New Year's Eve, 

when you get so drunk you kiss the person you're married to. - P.J.O'Rourke 

The secret of a good marriage is forgiving your partner for marrying you in the first place. - Sacha Guitry 

The supply of good women far exceeds that of the men who deserve them. - Robert Graves 

The supreme happiness in life is the conviction that we are loved -- loved for ourselves, or rather, loved in spite of 

ourselves. - Victor Hugo 

The test if a man or woman's breeding is how they behave in a quarrel. - George Bernard Shaw 

The trouble is that sex is a force of nature, and reason is not. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

The trouble with some women is that they get all  excited about nothing and then marry him. - Cher 

The way to love anything is to realize that it may be lost. - G.K.Chesterton 

The woman you notice is beautiful. The woman who notices you is enchanting. - Adlai Stevenson 

The world has grown suspicious of anything that looks like a happily married life. - Oscar Wilde 

There are only two kinds of men; the dead and the deadly. - Helen Rowland 

There are three things men can do with women: love them, suffer for them, or turn them into literature. - Stephen 

Stil ls 

There are very few people who are not ashamed of having been in love when they no longer love each other. - 

Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

There is a road from the eye to the heart that does not go through the intellect. - G.K.Chesterton 

There is always some madness in love. But there is also always some reason in madness. - Friedrich Nietzsche 



There is more pleasure in loving than in being beloved. - Thomas Fuller 

There is no disguise which can hide love for long where it exists, or simulate it where it does not. - Francois de La 

Rochefoucauld 

There is no female Mozart because there is no female Jack the Ripper. - Camille Paglia 

There is no lonelier man than that man who has l ived many years with a good wife and then outlived her. If two 

people love each other there can be no happy end to it. - Ernest Hemingway 

There is no need to waste pity on young girls who are having their moments of disillusionment, for in another 

moment they will recover their illusion. - Sidonie Gabrielle Colette 

There is no surprise more magical than the surprise of being loved. It is the finger of God on a man's shoulder. - 

Charles Morgan 

There is nothing like a good dose of another woman to make a man appreciate his wife. - Clare Boothe Luce 

There is one thing more exasperating than a spouse who can cook and won't... and that's a spouse who can't cook 

and will. - Anonymous 

There is only one kind of love, but there are a thousand imitations. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

There is so l ittle difference between husbands you might as well keep the first. - Adela Rogers St. John 

There is, indeed, nothing that so much seduces reason from vigilance, as the thought of passing life with an 

amiable woman. - Samuel Johnson 

There's very l ittle advice in men's magazines, because men don't think there's a lot they don't know. Men think, 'I 

know what I'm doing, just show me somebody naked.' - Jerry Seinfeld 

They have come up with a perfect understanding. He won't try to run her l ife, and he won't try to run his, either. - 

Anonymous 

They kept mistresses of such dowdiness that they might as well have been wives - Anonymous 

Three wise men are you serious? - Anonymous 

To an ordinary human being, love means nothing if it does not mean loving some people more than others. - 

George Orwell  

To fear love is to fear l ife, and those who fear life are already three parts dead. - Bertrand Russell 

To keep your marriage brimming, With love in the loving cup, Whenever you're wrong, admit it; Whenever you're 

right, shut up. - Ogden Nash 

To say 'I love you' one must first be able to say the 'I.' - Ayn Rand 

Too much phone sex will give you hearing AIDS. - Anonymous 

Treaties, you see, are l ike girls and roses; they last while they last. - Charles de Gaulle 

Vanity is as ill at ease under indifference as tenderness is under a love which it cannot return. - George Eliot 

We always believe our first love is our last, and our last love our first. - Anonymous 

We always deceive ourselves twice about the people we love - first to their advantage, then to their disadvantage. 

- Albert Camus 



We are not the same persons this year as last; nor are those we love. It is a happy chance if we, changing, continue 

to love a changed person. - William Somerset Maugham 

We don't believe in rheumatism and true love until after the first attack. - Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach 

We have a criminal jury system which is superior to any in the world; and its efficiency is only marred by the 

difficulty of finding twelve men every day who don't know anything and can't read. - Mark Twain 

We stil l think of a powerful man as a born leader and a powerful woman as an anomaly. - Margaret Atwood 

Well behaved women rarely make history. - Laurel Thatcher Ulrich 

Well, you're either lovers or you're wanting to be lovers or you're trying not to be lovers so you can be friends, but 

any way you look at it, sex is always looming in the picture l ike a shadow, like an undertow. - Diane Frolov 

Were kisses all the joys in bed, one woman would another wed. - William Shakespeare 

We're women. We have a double standard to l ive up to. - Ally McBeal 

What a grand thing, to be loved! What a grander thing still, to love! - Victor Hugo 

What do I wear in bed? Why, Chanel No. 5, of course. - Marilyn Monroe 

What is the difference between men and women? A woman wants one man to satisfy her every need, and a man 

wants every woman to satisfy his one need. - Anonymous 

What passes for woman's intuition is often nothing more than man's transparency. - George Jean Nathan 

What power has love but forgiveness? In other words, by its intervention what has been done can be undone. 

What good is it otherwise? - William Carlos Williams 

What's a nice girl like you doing with a face like that? - Bumper Sticker 

What's the most popular pastime in America? Autoeroticism, hands down. - Scott Roeben 

What's with you men? Would hair stop growing on your chest if you asked directions somewhere? - Erma 

Bombeck 

When a girl marries she exchanges the attention of many men for the inattention of one. - Helen Rowland 

When a man brings his wife flowers for no reason, there's a reason. - Molly McGee 

When a man makes a woman his wife, it's the highest compliment he can pay her, and it's usually the last. - Helen 

Rowland 

When a man must force himself to be faithful in his love, this is hardly better than unfaithfulness. - Francois de La 

Rochefoucauld 

When a man of forty falls in love with a girl of twenty, it isn't her youth he is seeking but his own. - Lenore Coffee 

When a man spends his time giving his wife criticism and advice instead of compliments, he forgets that it was not 

his good judgment, but his charming manners, that won her heart. - Helen Rowland 

When a man steals your wife, there is no better revenge than to let him keep her. - Sacha Guitry 

When a man talks dirty to a woman, it's sexual harassment. When a woman talks dirty to a man, it's $3.95 a 

minute. - Anonymous 

When a woman tells you her age, it is all right to look surprised, but don't scowl. - Wilson Mizner 



When authorities warn you of the sinfulness of sex, there is an important lesson to be learned. Do not have sex 

with the authorities. - Matt Groening 

When on the ladder of success, dont let boys look up your dress! - Anonymous 

When two people decide to get a divorce, it isn't a sign that they 'don't understand' one another, but a sign that 

they have, at last, begun to. - Helen Rowland 

When women are depressed they either eat or go shopping. Men invade another country. - Elayne Boosler 

When you don't have any money, the problem is food. When you have money, it's sex. When you have both, it's 

health. If everything is simply jake, then you're frightened of death. - J. P. Donleavy 

When you find someone you want to spend the rest of your life with, you want the rest of your l ife to begin as 

soon as possible. - Anonymous 

When you see a married couple coming down the street, the one is two, three steps ahead is the one that is mad. - 

Helen Rowland 

When you see what some girls marry, you realise how they must hate to work for a l iving. - Helen Rowland 

When you're bored with yourself, marry and be bored with someone else. - King Edward VIII 

When you're in love, it's the most glorious two-and-a-half minutes of your l ife. - Richard Lewis 

Where do babies come from? Don't bother asking adults. They lie l ike pigs. However, diligent independent 

research and hours of playground consultation have yielded fruitful, if tentative, results. There are several 

theories. Near as we can figure out, it has something to do with acting ridiculous in the dark. We believe it is 

similar to dogs when they act peculiar and ride each other. This is called 'making love'. Careful study of popular 

song lyrics, advertising catchlines, TV sitcoms, movies, and TShirt inscriptions offers us significant clues as to its 

nature. Apparently it makes grownups insipid and insane. Some graffiti was once observed that said, 'Sex is good'. 

All  available evidence, however, points to the contrary. - Matt Groening 

Where love is concerned, too much is not even enough. - Pierre Beaumarchais 

Where there is marriage without love, there will be love without marriage. - Benjamin Franklin 

Who of us is mature enough for offspring before the offspring themselves arrive? The value of marriage is not that 

adults produce children but that children produce adults. - Peter De Vries 

Who would not make her husband a cuckold to make him a monarch? - William Shakespeare 

Who, being loved, is poor? - Oscar Wilde 

Why always sexual names? And why, when men wanted to degrade other men, why do they call them pussies? As 

if that was the worst thing in the world. What have we done to be thought of that way? - Anonymous 

Why do I have to get married? I didn't do anything wrong. - Bumper Sticker 

Why does a man take it for granted that a girl who flirts with him wants him to kiss her, when, nine times out of 

ten, she only wants him to want to kiss her? - Helen Rowland 

Will work for food... Will beg for sex. - Bumper Sticker 

Wink at a homely girl, it costs you so little and does her so much good. - H. L. Mencken 

Wit is the sudden marriage of ideas which before their union were not perceived to have any relation. - Mark 

Twain 



Woman begins by resisting a man's advances and ends by blocking his retreat. - Oscar Wilde 

Woman make great leaders, you're following one! - Bumper Sticker 

Women and cats will do as they please, and men and dogs should relax and get used to the idea. - Robert A. 

Heinlein 

Women are afraid of mice and of murder, and of very little in between. - Mignon McLaughlin 

Women are made to be loved, not understood. - Oscar Wilde 

Women are one of the Almighty's enigmas to prove to men that He knows more than they do. - Ellen Glasgow 

Women cannot complain about men anymore until they start getting better taste in them. - Bil l Maher 

Women give themselves to God when the devil wants nothing more to do with them. - Sophie Arnould 

Women love us for our defects. If we have enough of them, they will forgive us everything, even our gigantic 

intellects. - Oscar Wilde 

Women may be able to fake orgasms, but men can fake whole relationships. - James Shubert 

Women need a reason to have sex. Men just need a place. - Billy Crystal 

Women often ask, 'What do men really want, deep in their souls?' The best answer is that, deep in their souls, men 

want to watch stuff go 'bang.' - Dave Barry 

Women who seek to be equal to men lack ambition. - Bumper Sticker 

Women's virtue is frequently nothing but a regard to their own quiet and a tenderness for their reputation. - 

Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

Yes, being an adult is a drag, but the orgasms are terrific. - Matt Groening 

You don't love a woman because she is beautiful, but she is beautiful because you love her. - Anonymous 

You have to accept the fact that part of the sizzle of sex comes from the danger of sex. You can be overpowered. - 

Camille Paglia 

You know that look women get when they want sex? Me neither. - Steve Martin 

You know what I did before I got married? Anything I wanted to. - Henry Youngman 

You know, women always could endure more than men. Not only physically, but mentally did you ever get a peek 

at some of the husbands? - Will Rogers 

You may try but you can never imagine what it is to have a man's form of genius in you, and to suffer the slavery of 

being a girl. - George Eliot 

Your task is not to seek for love, but merely to seek and find all the barriers within yourself that you have built 

against it. - Anonymous 

  



People/Social Behavior/Manners/Friendship 

A collective tyrant, spread over the length and breadth of the land, is no more acceptable than a single tyrant 

ensconced on his throne. - Georges Clemenceau 

A compromise is the art of dividing a cake in such a way that everyone believes he has the biggest piece. - Ludwig 

Erhard 

A conservative is a man who believes that nothing should be done for the first time. - Thomas Fuller 

A dwarf standing on the shoulders of a giant may see farther than a giant himself. - Robert Burton 

A friend in power is a friend lost. - Henry Adams 

A friend may well be reckoned the masterpiece of nature. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

A friend who ain't in need is a friend indeed. - Anonymous 

A genius is still a genius, regardless of the number of morons who belong to the same race. - Ayn Rand 

A good compromise leaves everybody mad. - Bill Watterson 

A great civilization is not conquered from without until it has destroyed itself from within. - William Durant 

A great many people think they are thinking when they are actually rearranging their prejudices. - William James 

A long dispute means both parties are wrong. - Voltaire 

A lot of men think that if they smile for a second somebody will take advantage of them and they are right. - 

Anonymous 

A man generally has two reasons for doing a thing: one that sounds good, and a real one. - J. P. Morgan 

A person who is nice to you, but rude to the waiter, is not a nice person. - Dave Barry 

A petition is a list of people who didn't have the courage to say no. - Evan Esar 

A real friend is someone who walks in when the rest of the world walks out. - Anonymous 

A sense of duty is useful in work, but offensive in personal relations. People wish to be liked, not be endured with 

patient resignation. - Bertrand Russell 

A true friend is the greatest of all blessings, and that which we take the least care of all to acquire. - Francois de La 

Rochefoucauld 

A true friend never gets in your way unless you happen to be going down. - Arnold H. Glasgow 

Abuse a man unjustly, and you will make friends for him. - Edgar Watson Howe 

Adoration of fools is bad for the soul. - George Bernard Shaw 

All men are alike in their dreams, and all men are alike in the promises they make. The difference is what they do. - 

Moliere 

Allowing an unimportant mistake to pass without comment is a wonderful social grace. - Judith Martin 

Always when I see a man fond of praise I always think it is because he is an affectionate man craving for affection. - 

William Butler Yeats 

Am I not destroying my enemies when I make friends of them? - Abraham Lincoln 



Americans are a broad minded people. They will accept the fact that a person can be an alcoholic, a dope fiend, a 

wife beater and even a newspaperman, but if a man doesn't drive there's something wrong with him. - Art 

Buchwald 

An excellent man; he has no enemies; and none of his friends l ike him. - Oscar Wilde 

And then there is the Tenth Commandment. 'Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, thou shalt not covet thy 

neighbor's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy 

neighbor's.' The Ten Commandments are God's basic rules about how we should l ive — a brief l ist of sacred 

obligations and solemn moral precepts. The first nine Commandments concern theological principles and social 

law. But then, right at the end, is 'Don't envy your buddy's cow.' How did that make the top ten? What's it doing 

there? Why would God, with just ten things to tell  Moses, choose as one of those things jealousy about the starter 

mansion with in-ground pool next door? Yet think how important the Tenth Commandment is to a community, to 

a nation, indeed to a presidential election. If you want a mule, if you want a pot roast, if you want a cleaning lady, 

don't be a jerk and whine about what the people across the street have - go get your own. The Tenth 

Commandment sends a message to all the jerks who want redistribution of wealth, higher taxes, more government 

programs, more government regulation, more government, less free enterprise, and less freedom. And the 

message is clear and concise: Go to hell. - P.J.O'Rourke 

Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what it can STOP doing AGAINST you. - Abu Zeresh 

Be able to cite three good qualities of every relative or acquaintance that you dislike. - Marilyn vos Savant 

Be above it! Make the world serve your purpose, but do not serve it. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Be nice to people on your way up because you meet them on your way down. - Jimmy Durante 

Beware of the man who does not return your blow: he neither forgives you nor allows you to forgive yourself. - 

George Bernard Shaw 

Beware of your habits. The better they are the more surely they will be your undoing. - Holbrook Jackson 

By swallowing evil words unsaid, no one has ever harmed his stomach. - Winston Churchill 

Candor is a compliment; it implies equality. It's how true friends talk. - Peggy Noonan 

Charm: A way of getting the answer yes, without having asked a clear question. - Albert Camus 

Choose your friends by their character and your socks by their colour. Choosing your socks by their character 

makes no sense, and choosing your friends by their colon is unthinkable. - Anonymous 

Civilization is an enormous improvement on the lack thereof. - P.J.O'Rourke 

Civilization is unbearable, but it is less unbearable at the top. - Timothy Leary 

Contemporaries appreciate the person rather than their merit, posterity will regard the merit rather than the 

person. - C.C.Colton 

Correction does much, but encouragement does more. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Culture is the process by which a person becomes all that they were created capable of being. - Thomas Carlyle 

Do great actions, but make no great promises. - Pythagoras 

Do not bother about being modern. - Salvador Dali 

Do not unto others as you would they should do unto you, their tastes may not be the same. - George Bernard 

Shaw 



Don't abuse your friends and expect them to consider it criticism. - Edgar Watson Howe 

Don't flatter yourself that friendship authorizes you to say disagreeable things to your intimates. The nearer you 

come into relation with a person, the more necessary do tact and courtesy become. - Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Don't go around saying the world owes you a l iving. The world owes you nothing. It was here first. - Mark Twain 

Don't judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds that you plant. - Robert Louis Stephenson 

Don't reserve your best behavior for special occasions. You can't have two sets of manners, two social codes one 

for those you admire and want to impress, another for those whom you consider unimportant. You must be the 

same to all people. - Lil lian Eichler Watson 

Don't talk about yourself; it will be done when you leave. - Wilson Mizner 

Don't tell  your problems to people: eighty percent don't care; and the other twenty percent are glad you have 

them. - Lou Holtz 

Don't walk behind me; I may not lead. Don't walk in front of me; I may not follow. Just walk beside me and be my 

friend. - Albert Camus 

Early to rise, early to bed, Makes a man healthy but socially dead. - Animaniacs 

Effective communication is 20% what you know and 80% how you feel about what you know. - Jim Rohn 

Everybody lies, but it doesn't matter because nobody listens. - Anonymous 

Expecting the world to treat you fairly because you are good is l ike expecting the bull not to charge because you 

are a vegetarian. - Dennis Wholey 

Experience informs us that the first defence of weak minds is to recriminate. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Fame - anyone who says he doesn't l ike it is crazy. - Bennett Cerf 

Fame usually comes to those who are thinking about something else. - Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Few people can see genius in someone who has offended them. - Robertson Davies 

Fine manners need the support of fine manners in others. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Folks never understand the folks they hate. - James Russell Lowell 

Forgive him, for he believes that the customs of his tribe are the laws of nature! - George Bernard Shaw 

Friends are those rare people who ask how we are and then wait to hear the answer. - Ed Cunningham 

Friends come and go, but enemies accumulate. - Thomas F. Jones, Jr 

Friends love misery, in fact. Sometimes, especially if we are too lucky or too successful or too pretty, our misery is 

the only thing that endears us to our friends. - Erica Jong 

Friendship will not stand the strain of very much good advice for very long. - Robert Lynd 

Good friends are hard to find, harder to leave, and impossible to forget. - Anonymous 

Good friends are l ike stars - you don't always see them, but you know they are always there. - Anonymous 

Good manners: The noise you don't make when you're eating soup. - Bennett Cerf 

Gossip is the opiate of the oppressed. - Erica Jong 

Gossip is what you say about the objects of flattery when they aren't present. - P.J.O'Rourke 



Guests, l ike fish, begin to smell after three days. Benjamin Franklin - Anonymous 

Had this been an actual emergency, we would have fled in terror and you wouldn't have been notified. - 

Anonymous 

Half of the harm that is done in this world is due to people who want to feel important. - George Eliot 

Half the people you know are below average. - Steven Wright 

Half the world is composed of idiots, the other half of people clever enough to take indecent advantage of  them. - 

Walter Kerr 

He has a right to criticize who has a heart to help. - Abraham Lincoln 

He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by his friends. - Oscar Wilde 

He who has learned to disagree without being disagreeable has discovered the most valuable secret of a diplomat. 

- Robert Estabrook 

He who knows how to flatter also knows how to slander. - Napoleon Bonaparte 

He who praises everybody praises nobody. - Samuel Johnson 

He who trims himself to suit everyone will soon whittle himself away. - Raymond Hull 

He who wishes to be obeyed must know how to command. - Niccolo Machiavelli 

Heck, what's a l ittle extortion among friends? - Bill Watterson 

Honesty has come to mean the privilege of insulting you to your face without expecting redress. - Judith Martin 

However rare true love may be, it is less so than true friendship. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

Human beings pity their ancestors for being so ignorant and forget that their descendants will pity them for the 

same reason. - Edward Harrison 

Human beings, who are almost unique in having the ability to learn from the experience of others, are also 

remarkable for their apparent disinclination to do so. - Douglas Adams 

I am patient with stupidity but not with those who are proud of it. - Edith Sitwell 

I argue very well. Ask any of my remaining friends. I can win an argument on any topic, against any opponent. 

People know this, and steer clear of me at parties. Often, as a sign of their great respect, they don't even invite me. 

- Dave Barry 

I do not believe that friends are necessarily the people you like best, they are merely the people who got there 

first. - Peter Ustinov 

I do not l ike to get the news, because there has never been an era when so many things were going so right for so 

many of the wrong persons. - Ogden Nash 

I hate to spread rumours. But what else one can do with them? - Amanda Lear 

I have found out that there ain't no surer way to find out whether you like people or hate them than to travel with 

them. - Mark Twain 

I have much more faith in a kind man than I do in mankind. - Anonymous 

I have no faith in human perfectability. Man is now only more active not more happy nor more wise, than he was 

6000 years ago. - Edgar Allan Poe 



Ideological differences are no excuse for rudeness. - Judith Martin 

If it's very painful for you to criticize your friends, you're safe in doing it. But if you take the slightest pleasure in it, 

that's the time to hold your tongue. - Alice Duer Miller 

If it's worth fighting for...it's worth fighting dirty for. - Anonymous 

If something goes wrong... blame the guy who can't speak English. - Homer Simpson 

If there were in the world today any large number of people who desired their own happiness more than they 

desired the unhappiness of others, we could have a paradise in a few years. - Bertrand Russell 

If thou art a master, be sometimes blind; if a servant, sometimes deaf. - Thomas Fuller 

If we were to wake up some morning and find that everyone was the same race, creed and colour, we would find 

some other cause for prejudice by noon. - George Aiken 

If you find yourself struggling with loneliness, you're not alone. And yet you are alone. So very alone. - Larry 

Kersten 

If you have one true friend you have more than your share. - Thomas Fuller 

If you want to get to the top, prepare to kiss a lot of the bottom. - Larry Kersten 

If your reputation is bad, you might as well have a bad character. - Pete Rozelle 

If you're gonna go, go obnoxiously. - Anonymous 

I'm always annoyed about why black people have to bear the brunt of everybody else's contempt. If we are not 

totally understanding and smiling, suddenly we're demons. - Toni Morrison 

I'm sick of just l iking people. I wish to God I could meet somebody I could respect. - J. D. Salinger 

In Genesis, it says that it is not good for a man to be alone; but sometimes it is a great relief. - John Barrymore 

In order to be an immaculate member of a flock of sheep, one must above all be a sheep oneself. - Albert Einstein 

Indeed, Miss Manners has come to believe that the basic political division in this country is not between liberals 

and conservatives but between those who believe that they should have a say in the love lives of strangers and 

those who do not. - Judith Martin 

Isn't it amazing how nice people are to you when they know you're leaving? - Anonymous 

It is better for civilization to be going down the drain than to be coming up it. - Henry Allen 

It is easier to love humanity than to love your neighbor. - Eric Hoffer 

It is important to our friends to believe that we are unreservedly frank with them, and important to friendship that 

we are not. - Mignon McLaughlin 

It takes a great man to be a good listener. - Calvin Coolidge 

It’s only when the tide goes out that you learn who's been swimming naked. - Warren Buffet 

It's a lot l ike nature. You only have as many animals as the ecosystem can support and you only have as many 

friends as you can tolerate the bitching of. - Randy K. Milholland 

It's better to leave while staying is welcomed than to stay while leaving is welcomed. - Anonymous 

It's lonely at the top. But it's comforting to look down upon everyone at the bottom. - Larry Kersten 



It's no good trying to keep up old friendships. It's painful for both sides. The fact is, one grows out of people, and 

the only thing is to face it. - William Somerset Maugham 

Laugh and the world laughs with you. Cry and you cry with your girlfriends. - Laurie Kuslansky 

Leadership is the art of getting someone else to do something you want done because he wants to do it. - Dwight 

D Eisenhower 

Live in such a way that you would not be ashamed to sell your parrot to the town gossip. - Will Rogers 

Loneliness is the first thing which God's eye nam'd not good. - John Milton 

Love thy neighbour as yourself, but choose your neighbourhood. - Louise Beal 

Man gives every reason for his conduct save one, every excuse for his crimes save one, every plea for his safety 

save one; and that one is his cowardice. - George Bernard Shaw 

Man is the only animal that blushes - or needs to. - Mark Twain 

Man loves company - even if it is only that of a small burning candle. - Georg C. Lichtenberg 

Manufacturers may be able to make the automobile safer in collisions, but there seems to be no way to redesign 

the pedestrian. - Bill Vaughan 

Men are cruel, but man is kind. - Rabindranath Tagore 

Men, it has been well said, think in herds; it will be seen that they go mad in herds, while they only recover their 

senses slowly, and one by one. - Charles Mackay 

Most human beings are quite l ikeable if you do not see too much of them. - Robert Lynd 

Most of us believe in trying to make other people happy only if they can be happy in ways which we approve. - 

Robert Lynd 

Most people are other people. Their thoughts are someone else's opinions, their l ives a mimicry, their passions a 

quotation. - Oscar Wilde 

My dear friend, clear your mind of can't. - Samuel Johnson 

Never ascribe to malice that which can adequately be explained by incompetence. - Napoleon Bonaparte 

Never explain yourself. Your friends don't need it and your enemies won't believe it. - Belgicia Howell 

Never ruin an apology with an excuse. - Kimberly Johnson 

Never underestimate the power of stupid people in large groups. - Anonymous 

Newspaper - device for amusing one half of the world with the other half's trouble. - Anonymous 

No man can discover his own talents. - Brendan Francis 

No man is rich enough to buy back his past. - Oscar Wilde 

No matter how great your triumphs or how tragic your defeats remember that approximately one billion Chinese 

people couldn't care less. - Abraham Lazlo 

No one can eliminate prejudices just recognize them. - Edward R. Murrow 

No one is l istening until you make a mistake. - Anonymous 

Nothing Brings People together more, than mutual hatred. - Henry Rollins 



Nothing is more consuming, or more illogical, than the desire for remembrance. - Ellen Glasgow 

Nothing is so commonplace as to wish to be remarkable. - William Shakespeare 

Nothing needs reforming as much as other people's habits. - Anonymous 

One friend in a l ifetime is much; two are many; three hardly possible. - Henry Adams 

One man alone can be pretty dumb sometimes, but for real bona fide stupidity, there ain't nothin' can beat 

teamwork. - Edward Abbey 

One of the tests of leadership is the ability to recognize a problem before it becomes an emergency. - Arnold 

Glasgow 

One of the worst things in life is not how nasty the bad people are, You know that already. It is how nasty the good 

people can be. - Anthony Powell 

Only the spoon knows what is stirring in the pot. - Sicilian Proverb 

People are morons. I don't have any other explanation. I really don't. - Joss Whedon 

People are pretty much alike. It's only that our differences are more susceptible to definition than our similarities. - 

Linda Ellerbee 

People of humor are always in some degree people of genius. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

People take different roads seeking fulfilment and happiness. Just because they're not on your road doesn't mean 

they've gotten lost. - H. Jackson Brown, Jr 

People who have no weaknesses are terrible; there is no way of taking advantage of them. - Anatole France 

People who have what they want are fond of telling people who haven't what they want that they really don't 

want it. - Ogden Nash 

People who look down on other people don't end up being looked up to. - Robert Half 

People who mean wel l - Always a poisonous class. - E.V.Lucas 

People who say they don't care what people think are usually desperate to have people think they don't care what 

people think. - George Carlin 

Prejudices save time. - Robert Byrne 

Quarrel? Nonsense; we have not quarreled. If one is not to get into a rage sometimes, what is the good of being 

friends? - George Eliot 

Reputation is only a candle, of wavering and uncertain flame, and easily blown out, but it is the light by which the 

world looks for and finds merit. - James Russell Lowell 

Severities should be dealt out all at once, so that their suddenness may give less offense; benefits ought to be 

handed ought drop by drop, so that they may be relished the more. - Niccolo Machiavelli 

She is a friend of my mind. She gather me, man. The pieces I am, she gather them and give them back to me in all 

the right order. - Toni Morrison 

So far is it from being true that men are naturally equal, that no two people can be half an hour together, but one 

shall acquire an evident superiority over the other. - Samuel Johnson 

Society exists only as a mental concept; in the real world there are only individuals. - Oscar Wilde 



Society has always seemed to demand a l ittle more from human beings than it will get in practice. - George Orwell 

Some cause happiness wherever they go; others whenever they go. - Oscar Wilde 

Some men never feel small, but these are the few men who are. - G.K.Chesterton 

Some people are so heavenly minded that they are no earthly good. - Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Some people come into our lives and quickly go.Some people move our souls to dance.They awaken us to 

understanding with the passing whisper of their wisdom.Some people make the sky more beautiful to gaze 

upon.They stay in our l ives for awhile, leave footprints on our hearts. - Anonymous 

Some people weave burlap into the fabric of our l ives, and some weave gold thread. Both contribute to make the 

whole picture beautiful and unique. - Anonymous 

Some people will believe anything if you whisper it to them. - Louis Nizer 

Sometimes people are layered like that. There's something totally different underneath than what's on the surface. 

But sometimes, there's a third, even deeper level, and that one is the same as the top surface one. Like with pie. - 

Joss Whedon 

Stress: The confusion created when one's mind overrides the body's desire to beat or choke the living shit out of 

some asshole, who desperately needs it. - Anonymous 

Such is the human race, often it seems a pity that Noah and his party didn't miss the boat. - Mark Twain 

Sufficiently advanced political correctness is indistinguishable from sarcasm. - Eric Naggum 

Tact is the art of making a point without making an enemy. - Howard W. Newton 

Tact is the art of making guests feel at home when that's where you wish they were. - Anonymous 

Tart words make no friends: A spoonful of honey will catch more fl ies than a gallon of vinegar. - Benjamin Franklin 

Television is more interesting than people. If it were not, we would have people standing in the corners of our 

rooms. - Alan Coren 

Tell me who admires and loves you, and I will tell you who you are. - Antoine de SaintExupery 

Tell  me who admires you and loves you, and I will tell you who you are. - Charles Augustin Sainte-Beauve 

The absent are always in the wrong. - Philippe Destouches 

The accent of one's birthplace remains in the mind and in the heart as in one's speech. - Francois de La 

Rochefoucauld 

The actions of men are the best interpreters of their thoughts. - John Locke 

The best car safety device is a rearview mirror with a cop in it. - Dudley Moore 

The best index to a person's character is how he treats people who can't do him any good, and how he treats 

people who can't fight back. - Abigail Van Buren 

The best rule of thumb for character is to remember that if you can't be big, don't belittle. - Anonymous 

The best time to make friends is before you need them. - Ethel Barrymore 

The best way to find out if you can trust somebody is to trust them. - Ernest Hemingway 



The best way to get on in the world is to make people believe is to make people believe it's to their advantage to 

help you. - Jean de la Bruyere 

The best way to keep one's word is not to give it. - Napoleon Bonaparte 

The difference between news and gossip l ies in whether you raise your voice or lower it. - Franklin P. Jones 

The difference between outlaws and in-laws is that outlaws don't promise to pay it back - Kin Hubbard 

The early bird gets the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese. - Steven Wright 

The end of the human race will be that it will eventually die of civilization. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

The Four Levels of Comedy: Make your friends laugh, Make strangers laugh, Get paid to make strangers laugh, and 

Make people talk l ike you because it's so much fun. - Jerry Seinfeld 

The friendship which can cease has never been real. - St. Jerome 

The great secret, Eliza, is not having bad manners or good manners or any other particular sort of manners, but 

having the same manner for all human souls: in short, behaving as if you were in Heaven, where there are no 

thirdclass carriages, and one soul is as good as another. - George Bernard Shaw 

The hardest thing about earning a title is the ability to l ive up to it. - W. A. Welker 

The leader of genius must have the ability to make different opponents appear as if they belonged to one 

category. - Adolf Hitler 

The less secure a man is, the more likely he is to have extreme prejudice. - Clint Eastwood 

The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation. - Henry David Thoreau 

The minority is sometimes right; the majority a lways wrong. - George Bernard Shaw 

The more things a man is ashamed of, the more respectable he is. - George Bernard Shaw 

The most I can do for my friend is simply be his friend. - Henry David Thoreau 

The nice thing about being a celebrity is that when you bore people, they think it's their fault. - Henry Kissinger 

The only exercise some people get is jumping to conclusions, running down their friends, sidestepping 

responsibility, and pushing their luck! - Anonymous 

The only man who is really free is the one who can turn down an invitation to dinner without giving an excuse. - 

Jules Renard 

The only normal people are the ones you don't know very well. - Joe Ancis 

The only substitute for good manners is fast reflexes. - Stephen Wright 

The real test of friendship is: can you literally do nothing with the other person? Can you enjoy those moments of 

l ife that are utterly simple? - Eugene Kennedy 

The right to be heard does not automatically include the right to be taken seriously. - Hubert Humphrey 

The society which scorns excellence in plumbing as a humble activity and tolerates shoddiness in philosophy 

because it is an exalted activity will have neither good plumbing nor good philosophy: neither its pipes nor its 

theories will hold water. - John W. Gardner 

The superiority of some men is merely local - they are great because their associates are little. - Anonymous 



The sure way to be cheated is to think one's self more cunning than others. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

The telephone is a good way to talk to people without having to offer them a drink. - Fran Lebowitz 

The Texan turned out to be good-natured, generous and likable. In three days no one could stand him. - Joseph 

Heller 

The things most people want to know about are usually none of their business. - George Bernard Shaw 

The two kinds of people on earth are the people who lift and the people who lean. - Anonymous 

The weirder you're going to behave, the more normal you should look. It works in reverse, too. When I see a kid 

with three or four rings in his nose, I know there is absolutely nothing extraordinary about that person. - 

P.J.O'Rourke 

The world is divided into two classes, those who believe the incredible, and those who do the improbable. - Oscar 

Wilde 

The world is full of people who have never, since childhood, met an open doorway with an open mind. - E.B.White 

The world is quickly bored by the recital of misfortune, and willing avoids the sight of distress. - William Somerset 

Maugham 

There are many humorous things in the world: among them the white man's notion that he is less savage than the 

other savages. - Mark Twain 

There are minds so impatient of inferiority that their gratitude is a species of revenge, and they return benefits, 

not because recompense is a pleasure, but because obligation is a pain. - Samuel Johnson 

There are only two kinds of people who are really fascinating - people who know absolutely everything, and people 

who know absolutely nothing. - Oscar Wilde 

There are people who are very resourceful, at being remorseful, and who apparently feel that the best way to 

make friends is to do something terrible and then make amends. - Ogden Nash 

There are people, who the more you do for them, the less they will do for themselves. - Jane Austen 

There are times when one would like to hang the whole human race, and finish the farce. - Mark Twain 

There are two kinds of people in one's l ife - people whom one keeps waiting, and the people for whom one waits. - 

Anonymous 

There are two types of people in this world, one thinks the world is divided into two groups, and others who know 

better. - Anonymous 

There are two types of people those who come into a room and say, Well 'Here I am' and those who come in and 

say 'Ah! There you are' - Fredrick Collins 

There is a scarcity of friendship, but not of friends. - Thomas Fuller 

There is danger that we lose sight of what our friend is absolutely, while considering what she is to us alone. - 

Henry David Thoreau 

There is no safety in numbers, or in anything else. - James Thurber 

There's a big difference between kneeling down and bending over. - Frank Zappa 

There's always somebody who is paid too much, and taxed too little - and it's always somebody else. - Cullen 

Hightower 



They may forget what you said, but they will never forget how you made them feel. - Carl W. Buechner 

They say that 'guns don't kill people, people kill people.' Well I think the gun helps. If you just stood there and 

yelled BANG, I don't think you'd kill too many people. - Eddie Izzard 

This unusual and highly successful species spends a great deal of time examining his higher motives and an equal 

amount of time ignoring his fundamental ones. - Desmond Morris 

Those who seek faultless friends will remain friendless. - Anonymous 

To live a pure unselfish life, one must count nothing as one's own in the midst of abundance. - Buddha 

To see ourselves as others see us is a most salutary gift. Hardly less important is the capacity to see others as they 

see themselves. - Aldous Huxley 

To succeed in the world it is not enough to be stupid, you must also be well-mannered. - Voltaire 

Treat a person as he is, and he will remain as he is. Treat him as he could be, and he will become what he should 

be. - Anonymous 

True friendship starts with the moment one person says to another, 'What You too? I thought I was the only one!' - 

Anonymous 

True heroism is remarkably sober, very undramatic. It is not the urge to surpass all others at whatever cost, but the 

urge to serve others at whatever cost. - Arthur Ashe 

True remorse is never just a regret over consequence; it is a regret over motive. - Mignon McLaughlin 

We are all born charming, fresh and spontaneous and must be civilized before we are fit to participate in society. - 

Judith Martin 

We are more interested in making others believe we are happy than in trying to be happy ourselves. - Francois de 

La Rochefoucauld 

We are rarely proud when we are alone. - Voltaire 

We are so accustomed to disguise ourselves to others that in the end we become disguised to ourselves. - Francois 

de La Rochefoucauld 

We call that person who has lost his father, an orphan; and a widower that man who has lost his wife. But that 

man who has known the immense unhappiness of losing a friend, by what name do we call him? Here every 

language is silent and holds its peace in impotence. - Joseph Roux 

We cannot always oblige; but we can always speak obligingly. - Voltaire 

We can't all be heroes because someone has to sit on the curb and clap as they go by. - Will Rogers 

We cherish our friends not for their ability to amuse us, but for ours to amuse them. - Evelyn Waugh 

We hate some persons because we do not know them; and will not know them because we hate them. - 

C.C.Colton 

We know no spectacle so ridiculous as the British public in one of its periodical fits of morality. - Thomas B. 

Macaulay 

We're all in this alone. - Lily Tomlin 

We're not primarily put on this earth to see through one another, but to see one another through. - Peter De Vries 



What I don't l ike about office Christmas parties is looking for a job the next day. - Phyllis Diller 

What loneliness is more lonely than distrust? - George Eliot 

What people say behind your back is your standing in the community. - E. W. Howe 

When a man laughs at his troubles he loses a great many friends. They never forgive the loss of their prerogative. - 

Francis Bacon 

When a place gets crowded enough to require ID's, social collapse is not far away. - Robert A. Heinlein 

When a society abandons its ideals just because most people can't l ive up to them, behavior gets very ugly indeed. 

- Judith Martin 

When a stupid man is doing something he is ashamed of, he always declares that it is his duty. - George Bernard 

Shaw 

When cancer cells run amok and burst out of the prostate and take over the liver and lymph glands and end up 

kil ling everything in the body including themselves, they certainly are acting like some humans we know. - 

P.J.O'Rourke 

When Miss Manners observes people behaving rudely, she never steps in to correct them. She behaves politely to 

them, and then goes home and snickers about them afterward. That is what the wellbred person does. - Judith 

Martin 

When people are free to do as they please, they usually imitate each other. - Eric Hoffer 

When the judgement's weak, the prejudice is strong. - Kane O'Hara 

When you are down and out something always turns up - and it is usually the noses of your friends. - Orson Welles 

When you are in trouble, people calling to sympathise are really only looking for the particulars. - Edgar Watson 

Howe 

When you choose your friends, don't be shortchanged by choosing personality over character. - William Somerset 

Maugham 

When you're looking for a friend don't look for perfection, just look for friendship. - Anonymous 

Whenever two people meet there are really six people present. There is each man as he sees himself, each man as 

the other person sees him, and each man as he really is. - William James 

Wherever you are - be there. - Anonymous 

Whoever gossips to you will gossip about you. - Spanish Proverb 

Why do you have to be a nonconformist l ike everybody else? - James Thurber 

You can catch more flies with honey than with vinegar. Of course, you could do even better with a dead squirrel. - 

Anonymous 

You can let your conscience alone if you're nice to the second housemaid. - Henry James 

You can make up a quarrel, but it will always show where it was patched. - Edgar Watson Howe 

You cannot contribute anything to the ideal condition of mind and heart known as Brotherhood, however much 

you preach, posture, or agree, unless you live it. - Faith Baldwin 



You cannot help men permanently by doing for them what they could and should do for themselves. - Abraham 

Lincoln 

You cannot shake hands with a clenched fist. - Indira Gandhi 

You cannot use your friends and have them too. - Anonymous 

You can't be truly rude until you understand good manners. - Rita Mae Brown 

You can't go around hoping that most people have sterling moral characters. The most you can hope for is that 

people will pretend that they do. - Fran Lebowitz 

You can't hold a man down without staying down with him. - Booker T. Washington 

You can't know too much, but you can say too much. - Calvin Coolidge 

You do not have to do everything disagreeable that you have a right to do. - Judith Martin 

You don't have to be a 'person of influence' to be influential. In fact, the most influential people in my life are 

probably not even aware of the things they've taught me. - Scott Adams 

You have no idea how much it costs to look this cheap - Dolly Parton 

You laugh at me because I am different, but I laugh at you because you are all the same. - Anonymous 

You take people as far as they will go, not as far as you would like them to go. - Jeannette Rankin 

You're basically killing each other to see who's got the better imaginary friend. - Richard Jeni 

 

Politics/War/Government 

A country cannot simultaneously prepare and prevent war. - Albert Einstein 

A government big enough to give you everything you want, is strong enough to take everything you have. - Thomas 

Jefferson 

A government that robs Peter to pay Paul can always depend on the support of Paul. - George Bernard Shaw 

A liberal is a conservative who has gone to jail. A conservative is a liberal who has been mugged. - Anonymous 

A man cannot be too careful in his choice of enemies. - Oscar Wilde 

A man who won't die for something is not fit to l ive. - Martin Luther King, Jr 

A nation is a society united by a delusion about its ancestry and by a common hatred of its neighbors. - William 

Ralph Inge 

A nation that conceives many odd inventions for getting somewhere but can think of nothing to do when it gets 

there. - Will Rogers 

A position of eminence makes a great person greater and a small person less. - Jean de la Bruyere 

A promising young man should go into politics so that he can go on promising for the rest of his life. - Robert Byrne 

A wise man thinks i t more advantageous not to join the battle than to win. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

After hearing two eyewitness accounts of the same accident, you begin to wonder about history. - Anonymous 

All I want is a warm bed and a kind word and unlimited power. - Ashleigh Brilliant 



All Reformers, however strict their social conscience, l ive in houses just as big as they can pay for. - Logan Pearsall 

Smith 

All  the president is, is a glorified public relations man who spends his time flattering, kissing, and kicking people to 

get them to do what they are supposed to do anyway. - Harry S Truman 

All the time I feel I must justify my existence. - Prince Charles 

America is a country that doesn't know where it is going but is determined to set a speed record getting ther e. - 

Laurence J. Peter 

America is a mistake, a giant mistake. - Sigmund Freud 

America is a society which believes that God is dead but Elvis is alive. - Irving Kupeinet 

America is the only nation in history which miraculously has gone directly from barbarism to degeneration without 

the usual interval of civilization. - Georges Clemenceau 

America wasn't founded so that we could all be better. America was founded so we could all be anything we 

damned well pleased. - P.J.O'Rourke 

America: A country where they lock up the jury and let the criminal out. - Anonymous 

America: The last abode of romance and other medieval phenomena. - Eric Lineleter 

American: A man who is free to change his own form of Government blond, brunette or redhead. - Joe Crossman 

American: A person who isn't afraid to bawl out the President, but who is always polite to a policeman. - Agatha 

Christie 

Americans adore me and will go on adoring me until I say something nice about them. - George Bernard Shaw 

Americans will put up with anything provided it doesn't block traffic. - Dan Rather 

America's one of the finest countries anyone ever stole. - Bobcat Goldthwaite 

An honest politician is one who, when he is bought, will stay bought. - Simon Cameron 

An ideal form of government is democracy tempered with assassination. - Voltaire 

Any nation that thinks more of its ease and comfort than its freedom will soon lose its freedom; and the ironical 

thing about it is that it will lose its ease and comfort too. - William Somerset Maugham 

As I would not be a slave, so I would not be a master. This expresses my idea of democracy. - Abraham Lincoln 

As I write, highly civilized human beings are flying overhead, trying to kill me. - George Orwell 

As long as people believe in absurdities they will continue to commit atrocities. - Voltaire 

As soon as men decide that all means are permitted to fight an evil, then their good becomes indistinguishable 

from the evil  that they set out to destroy. - Christopher Dawson 

As you journey through life take a minute every now and then to give a thought for the other fellow. He could be 

plotting something. - Hagar the Horrible 

Be thankful we're not getting all the government we're paying for. - Will Rogers 

Being powerful is like being a lady. If you have to tell  people you are, you aren't. - Margaret Thatcher 

Boy, those French: they have a different word for everything! - Steve Martin 



But, as frightening as terrorism is, it's the weapon of losers. The minute somebody sets off a suicide bomb, you can 

be sure that person doesn't have 'career prospects.' And no matter how horrendous a terrorist attack is, it's still 

conducted by losers. Winners don't need to hijack airplanes. Winners have an Air Force. - P.J.O'Rourke 

By the year 2050, I do not know what language we will be speaking i n the United States, but it will be called English 

and will sound a lot like Spanish. - Mark A. Trevino 

Communism is the corruption of a dream of justice. - Adlai Stevenson 

Congress is so strange. A man gets up to speak and says nothing. Nobody listens and then everybody disagrees. - 

Boris Marshalov 

Democracy consists of choosing your dictators, after they've told you what it is you want to hear. - Alan Coren 

Democracy is a device that ensures we shall be governed no better than we deserve. - George Bernard Shaw 

Democracy is being allowed to vote for the candidate you dislike least. - Robert Byrne 

Democracy is the only system that persists in asking the powers that be whether they are the powers that ought to 

be. - Sydney J. Harris 

Democracy is the recurrent suspicion that more than half of the people are right more than half of the time. - 

E.B.White 

Democracy means that anyone can grow up to be president, and anyone who doesn't grow up can be vice 

president. - Johnny Carson 

Democracy must be something more than two wolves and a sheep voting on what to have for dinner. - James 

Bovard 

Devilishly clever race the French. How they speak that unspeakable language of theirs defeats me. - Leslie Howard 

Diplomacy is the art of letting someone have your own way. - Danielle Vare 

Diplomacy is the art of saying, 'Nice doggie,' until you can find a rock. - Will Rogers 

Discussion in America means dissent. - James Thurber 

Every day I get up and look through the Forbes l ist of the richest people in America. If I'm not there, I  go to work. - 

Robert Orben 

Every form of government tends to perish by excess of its basic principle. - Will Durant 

Every reform, however necessary, will by weak minds be carried to an excess, that itself will need reforming. - 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Every war when it comes, or before it comes, is represented not as a war but as an act of self-defense against a 

homicidal maniac. - George Orwell 

Everyday we're told we live in the greatest country on earth and it's always stated as an undeniable fact. Having 

grown up with this in our ears, it's startling to realize that other countries have nationalistic slogans too, none of 

which are 'We're number two! - Dave Sedaris 

Feeling good about government is l ike looking on the bright side of any catastrophe. When you quit looking on the 

bright side, the catastrophe is still there. - P.J.O'Rourke 

Fighting for peace is like screwing for virginity. - George Carlin 

Fools take to themselves the respect that is given to their office. - Aesop 



For a nation which has an almost evil reputation for bustle, bustle, bustle, and rush, rush, rush, we spend an 

enormous amount of time standing around in line in front of windows, just waiting. - Robert Benchley 

For every action, there is an equal and opposite government program. - Bob Wells 

Freedom is not worth having if it does not include the freedom to make mistakes. - Mahatma Gandhi 

Freedom is the right to be wrong, not the right to do wrong. - Anonymous 

Freedom of the press is l imited to those who own one. - A. J. Liebling 

Germans are flummoxed by humor, the Swiss have no concept of fun, the Spanish think there is nothing at all 

ridiculous about eating dinner at midnight, and the Italians should never, ever have been let in on the invention of 

the motor car. - Bill Bryson 

Giving money and power to government is l ike giving whiskey and car keys to teenage boys. - P.J. O'Rourke 

Government is like junior high. Your status depends upon whom you're able to persecute. - Jonathan Kellerman 

Government is powerless to protect you, not powerless to punish you. - Chief Wiggum 

Government philosophy: If it ain't broke, fix it 'ti l it is. - Anonymous 

Government proposes, bureaucracy disposes. And the bureaucracy must dispose of government proposals by 

dumping them on us. - P.J.O'Rourke 

Government, even in its best state, is but a necessary evil; in its worst state, an intolerable one. - Thomas Paine 

Groveling is good ... however, this position is uncomfortable if you want to kiss the hand of the one kicking you in 

the backside. - Erik Satie 

He who does not have the courage to speak up for his rights cannot earn the respect of others. - Rene G. Torres 

He who dreads hostility too much is unfit to rule. - Lucius Annaeus Seneca 

History is a vast early warning system. - Norman Cousins 

History is merely a list of surprises. It can only prepare us to be surprised yet again. - Kurt Vonnegut 

Holy Roman Empire was neither holy nor Roman not an Empire - Voltaire 

I believe in God, but I detest theocracy. For every Government consists of mere men and if it adds to its commands 

'Thus saith the Lord,' it l ies, and lies dangerously. - C.S. Lewis 

I can picture in my mind a world without war, a world without hate. And I can picture us attacking that world, 

because they would never expect it. - Jack Handey 

I can understand why mankind hasn't given up war. During a war you get to drive tanks through the sides of 

buildings and shoot foreigners— two things that are usually frowned on during peacetime. - P.J.O'Rourke 

I contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into prosperity is like a man standing in a bucket and trying to l ift 

himself up by the handle. - Winston Churchill 

I don't mind what Congress does, as long as they don't do it in the streets and frighten the horses. - Victor Hugo 

I don't want to know what the law is, I want to know who the judge is. - Roy.M.Cohn 

I either want less corruption, or more chance to participate in it. - Ashleigh Brilliant 



I hate American simplicity. I glory in the piling up of complications of every sort. If I could pronounce the name 

James in any different or more elaborate way I should be in favor of doing it. - Henry James 

I have a dream, that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour 

of their skin but by the content of their character. I have a dream today! - Martin Luther King, Jr 

I have just returned from Boston. It is the only thing to do if you find yourself up there. - Fred Allen 

I have never seen a situation so dismal that a policeman couldn't make it worse. - Brendan Behan 

I have strong feelings about gun control. If there's a gun around, I want to be controlling it. - Clint Eastwood 

I realize that patriotism is not enough. I must have no hatred or bitterness towards anyone. - Edith Cavell 

I shall be an autocrat, that's my trade; and the good Lord will forgive me, that's his. - Catherine the Great 

I suppose there'll be a war now, hmm? You would have thought sooner or later it'd go out of fashion. - J. Michael 

Straczynski 

I swear to the Lord I sti ll can't see Why Democracy means Everybody but me. - Langston Hughes 

I swear, by my life and my love of it, that I will never l ive for the sake of another man, nor ask another man to l ive 

for mine. - Ayn Rand 

Ideology, politics and journalism, which luxuriate in failure, are impotent in the face of hope and joy. - P.J.O'Rourke 

If I care to l isten to every criticism, let alone act on them, then this shop may as well be closed For all other 

businesses. I have learned to do my best, and if the end result is good then I do not care for any criticism, but if the 

end result is not good, then even the praise of ten angels would not make the difference. - Abraham Lincoln 

If man asks for many laws it is only because he is sure that his neighbor needs them; privately he is an 

unphilosophical anarchist, and thinks laws in his own case superfluous. - Will Durant 

If my theory of relativity is proven successful, Germany will claim me as a German and France will declare that I am 

a citizen of the world. Should my theory prove untrue, France will say I am a German and Germany will declare 

that I am a Jew. - Albert Einstein 

If our country is worth dying for in time of war let us resolve that it is truly worth living for in time of peace. - 

Hamilton Fish 

If pro is opposite of con, then what is the opposite of progress? - Anonymous 

If the enemy is in range, so are you. - Anonymous 

If there is a God, the phrase that must disgust him is holy war. - Steve Allen 

If there's anything a public servant hates to do it's something for the public. - Kin Hubbard 

If we cannot now end our differences, at least we can help make the world safe for diversity. - John F. Kennedy 

If we don't believe in freedom of expression for people we despise, we don't believe in it at all. - Noam Chomsky 

If you can't convince them, confuse them. - Harry S Truman 

If you command wisely, you'll be obeyed cheerfully. - Thomas Fuller 

If you speak three languages, you are trilingual. If you speak two languages, you're bilingual. If you speak one 

language, you're American. - Sonny Spoon 



If you think of yourselves as helpless and ineffectual, it is certain that you will create a despotic government to be 

your master. The wise despot, therefore, maintains among his subjects a popular sense that they are helpless and 

ineffectual. - Frank Herbert 

If you want to know where the apathy is, you're probably sitting on it. - Florynce R. Kennedy 

Il legal aliens have always been a problem in the United States. Ask any Indian. - Robert Orben 

I'm fed up to the ears with old men dreaming up wars for young men to die in. - George McGovern 

Immigration is the sincerest form of flattery. - Jack Paar 

In a rational society we would want our presidents to be teachers. In our actual society we insist they be 

cheerleaders. - Steve Allen 

In America everybody is of opinion that he has no social superiors, since all men are equal, but he does not admit 

that he has no social inferiors. - Bertrand Russell 

In America policemen shout 'Stop or I'll shoot, bang bang'. In Los Angeles policemen shout 'bang bang, stop or I'll 

shoot. In England policemen shout 'Stop or I'll shout stop again' - Robin Williams 

In America the President reigns for four years, and Journalism governs forever and ever. - Oscar Wilde 

In California virtually everyone has had their teeth whitened. If they all smiled at once, they would give us a 

headache. - Garrison Keillor 

In Germany, they first came for the communists, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a communist. Then they 

came for the Jews, and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a Jew. Then they came for the trade unionists, and I 

didn't speak up because I wasn't a trade unionist. Then they came for the Catholics and I didn't speak up because I 

wasn't a Catholic. Then they came for me and by that time there was nobody left to speak up. - Martin Niemoller 

In Italy for thirty years under the Borgias they had warfare, terror, murder and bloodshed but they produced 

Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci and the Renaissance. In Switzerland, they had brotherly love; they had five 

hundred years of democracy and peace and what did they produce? The cuckoo clock. - Orson Welles 

In my many years I have come to a conclusion that one useless man is a shame, two is a law firm, and three or 

more is a congress. - John Adams 

In politics, if you want anything said, ask a man; if you want anything done, ask a woman. - Margaret Thatcher 

In this country American means white. Everybody else has to hyphenate. - Toni Morrison 

Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. - Martin Luther King, Jr 

It is a well known fact that those people who must want to rule people are, ipso facto, those least suited to do it... 

anyone who is capable of getting themselves made President should on no account be allowed to do the job. - 

Douglas Adams 

It is astonishing with how little wisdom mankind can be governed, when that little wisdom is its own. - W. R. Inge 

It is dangerous to be right when the government is wrong. - Voltaire 

It is forbidden to kill; therefore all murderers are punished unless they kill in large numbers and to the sound of 

trumpets. - Voltaire 

It is indeed fitting that we gather here today to pay tribute to Abraham Lincoln, who was born in a log cabin that 

he built with his own hands. - Ronald Reagan 



It is much more secure to be feared than to be loved. - Niccolo Machiavelli 

It is no exaggeration to say that the undecideds could go one way or the other. - George Bernard Shaw 

It might be a good idea if the various countries of the world would occasionally swap history books, just to see 

what other people are doing with the same set of facts. - Bill Vaughan 

It only stands to reason that where there's sacrifice, there's someone collecting the sacrificial offerings. Where 

there's service, there is someone being served. The man who speaks to you of sacrifice is speaking of slaves and 

masters, and intends to be the master. - Ayn Rand 

It was wonderful to find America, but it would have been more wonderful to miss it. - Mark Twain 

Its easy to understand why the cat has eclipsed the dog as modern America's favorite pet. People l ike pets to 

possess the same qualities they do. Cats are irresponsible and recognize no authority, yet are completely 

dependent on others for their material needs. Cats cannot be made to do anything useful. Cats are meant for the 

fun of it. - P.J.O'Rourke 

It's good to know that if I behave strangely enough, society will take full responsibility for me. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

It's not the world that's gotten so much worse, but the news coverage that's gotten so much better. - 

G.K.Chesterton 

Liberty means responsibility. That is why most men dread it. - George Bernard Shaw 

Make it too tough for the enemy to get in and you can't get out. - Anonymous 

Man is free at the moment he wishes to be. - Voltaire 

Many politicians are in the habit of laying it down as a self-evident proposition that no people ought to be free til l 

they are fit to use their freedom. The maxim is worthy of the fool in the old story who resolved not to go into the 

water ti l l he had learned to swim. - Thomas B. Macaulay 

Many things do not happen as they ought. Most things do not happen at all. It is for the conscientious historian to 

correct these defects. - Herodotus 

Mr. Clarke played the King all evening as though under constant fear that someone else was about to play the Ace. 

- Margaret Thatcher 

My brother Bob doesn't want to be in government he promised Dad he'd go straight. - John F. Kennedy 

My country, right or wrong' is a thing no patriot would ever think of saying except in a desperate case. It is like 

saying 'My mother, drunk or sober.' - G.K.Chesterton 

My definition of a free society is a society where it is safe to be unpopular.   - Adlai Stevenson 

National Service did the country a lot of good, but it darned near killed the army. - Richard Hull 

Nations l ike to drive their rulers out, but they object when strangers do it for them. - Jeannine Baticle 

Naturally the common people don't want war: Neither in Russia, nor in England, nor for that matter in Germany. 

That is understood. But, after all, it is the leaders of the country who determine the policy and it is always a simple 

matter to drag the people along, whether it is a democracy, or a fascist dictatorship, or a parliament, or a 

communist dictatorship. Voice or no voice, the people can always be brought to the bidding of the leaders. That is  

easy. All  you have to do is tell them they are being attacked, and denounce the peacemakers for lack of patriotism 

and exposing the country to danger. It works the same in any country. - Hermann Goering 

Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man's character, give him power. - Abraham Lincoln 



Never build a dungeon you wouldn't be happy to spend the night in yourself. The world would be a happier place if 

more people remembered that. - Terry Pratchett 

Never give a person more power than he can use, for use it he will. - Cotton Mather 

Never has there been a good war or a bad peace. - Benjamin Franklin 

Never interrupt your enemy when he is making a mistake. - Napoleon Bonaparte 

Never pick a fight with people who buy ink by the barrel. - William J. Clinton 

Never run against a war hero. (Response when asked if he had any advice to give to a young politician)- Adlai 

Stevenson 

Ninety eight percent of the adults in this country are decent, hardworking, honest Americans. It's the other lousy 

two percent that get all the publicity. But then, we elected them. - Lily Tomlin 

Nixons motto is, if two wrongs don't make a right, try three - Laurence J Peter 

No diet will  remove all the fat from your body because the brain is entirely fat. Without a brain, you might look 

good, but all you could do is run for public office. - George Bernard Shaw 

No man is good enough to govern another man without that others consent. - Abraham Lincoln 

No one in this world, so far as I know-and I have searched the record for years, and employed agents to help me-

has ever lost money by underestimating the intelligence of the great masses of the plain people. - HL Mencken  

No, it turns out Saddam Hussein didn't have weapons of mass destruction. And how crazy does that make 

Saddam? All he had to do was tell Hans Blix, 'Look anywhere you want. Look under the bed. Look beneath the 

couch. Look behind the toilet tank in the third presidential palace on the left, but keep your mitts off my copies of 

Maxim.' And Saddam could have gone on dictatoring away until Donald Rumsfeld gets elected head of the World 

Council of Churches. But NO . . . - P.J.O'Rourke 

None are more hopelessly enslaved than those who falsely believe they are free. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Not even a great leader can get very far without great people to lead. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

Nowadays a citizen can hardy distinguish between a tax and a fine, except that the fine is generally much lighter. - 

G.K.Chesterton 

Of Course, if one had enough money to go to America, one wouldn't go. - Oscar Wilde 

On the planet Earth, man had always assumed that he was more intelligent than dolphins because he invented so 

much the wheel, New York, wars and so on whilst all the dolphins had ever done was muck about in the water 

having a good time. But, conversely, the dolphins had always believed that they were far more intelligent than 

man for precisely the same reasons. - Douglas Adams 

One cannot subdue a man by holding back his hands. Lasting peace comes not from force. - David Borenstein 

One difference between death and taxes is that death doesn't get worse every time Congress meets. - Roy L. 

Schaefer 

One good thing about l iving in America is that there is no neurosis too insignificant to merit its own paperback. - 

Deborah Solomon 

One of the most time-consuming things is to have an enemy. - E.B.White 



One of the penalties for refusing to participate in politics is that you end up being governed by your inferiors. - 

Plato 

One thing I will say about the Germans, they are always perfectly willing to give somebody's land to somebody 

else. - Will Rogers 

Other people have a nationality. The Irish and the Jews have a psychosis. - Brendan Behan 

Patriot: the person who can holler the loudest without knowing what he is hollering about. - Mark Twain 

Patriotism is often an arbitrary veneration of real estate above principles. - George Jean Nathan 

Patriotism is the last refuge of the scoundrel. - Samuel Johnson 

Patriotism is the willingness to kill and be killed for trivial reasons. - Bertrand Russell 

Patriotism is your conviction that this country is superior to all other countries because you were born in it. - 

George Bernard Shaw 

People try to l ive within their income so they can afford to pay taxes to a government that can't l ive within its 

income. - Robert Half 

Poetry is about the grief. Politics is about the grievance. - Robert Frost 

Political language... is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respectable, and to give an appearance of 

solidity to pure wind. - George Orwell 

Politicians, public buildings, and whores all get respectable if they last long enough. - Robert Towne 

Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it, misdiagnosing it and then misapplying the wrong remedies. - 

Anonymous 

Politics: A strife of interests masquerading as a contest of principles. - Ambrose Bierce 

Power corrupts. Absolute power corrupts absolutely. But it rocks absolutely, too. - Larry Kersten 

Power without abuse loses its charm. - Paul Valery 

Pro and con are opposites, that fact is clearly seen. If progress means to move forward, then what does congress 

mean? - Nipsey Russell 

Rome didn't create an Empire by holding meetings - they did it by killing their enemies. - Chris Johnson 

Sure, the government l ies and the media lies, but in a democracy, they're different lies. - Anonymous 

Talk is cheap - except when Congress does it. - Cullen Hightower 

Television is the first truly democratic culture the first culture available to everyone and entirely governed by what 

the people want. The most terrifying thing is what people do want. - Clive Barnes 

Telling us to obey instinct is l ike telling us to obey 'people.' People say different things: so do instincts. Our instincts 

are at war.... Each instinct, if you listen to it, will claim to be gratified at the expense of the rest.... - C. S. Lewis 

The Americans don't really understand what is going on in Bosnia. To them, it's the unspellables killing the 

unpronouncables. - P.J.O'Rourke 

The best argument against democracy is a five minute talk with the average voter. - Winston Churchill 

The direct use of force is such a poor solution to any problem, it is generally employed only by small children and 

large nations. - David Friedman 



The draft is white people sending black people to fight yellow people to protect the country they stole from the 

red people. - Hair (musical) 

The English think of an opinon as something which a decent person, if he has the misfortune to have one, does all 

he can to hide. - Margaret Halsey 

The fact that [someone is] an unattractive character with followers holding rather odd theology, does not mean 

that they have no civil, legal or constitutional rights. Calling such a group a 'cult' should not deprive them of their 

rights. - Alex McColl 

The first duty of a revolutionary is to get away with it. - Abbie Hoffman 

The first thing that strikes a visitor to Paris is a taxi. - Fred Allen 

The government solution to a problem is usually as bad as the problem. - Milton Friedman 

The government's view of the economy could be summed up in a few short phrases: If it moves, tax it. If it keeps 

moving, regulate it. And if it stops moving, subsidize it. - Ronald Reagan 

The great nations have always acted like gangsters, and the smallest l ike prostitutes. - Stanley Kubrick 

The great thing about Glasgow now is that if there is a nuclear attack it'll look exactly the same afterwards. - Billy 

Connolly 

The Holy Roman Empire is neither Holy, nor Roman, nor an Empire. - Voltaire 

The inherent vice of capitalism is the unequal sharing of blessings; the inherent virtue of s ocialism is the equal 

sharing of miseries. - Sir Winston Churchill 

The legislative branch of the US Government; has proven to be a much more hostile environment for scientific 

spacecraft than the vastness of space. - Bil l Arnett 

The level of civilization in a society may be determined by entering its prisons. - Fyodor Dostoevsky 

The most radical revolutionary will become a conservative the day after the revolution. - Hannah Arendt 

The nationalist not only does not disapprove of atrocities committed by his own side, but he has a remarkable 

capacity for not even hearing about them. - George Orwell 

The object of war is not to die for your country, but to make the other bastard die for his. - General George Patton 

The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing. - Edmund Burke 

The opponents in the American Civil War are cutting each other's throats because one half of them prefer hiring 

their servants for l ife and the other for the hour. - Thomas Carlyle 

The poor have sometimes objected to being governed badly; the rich have always objected to being governed at 

all. - G.K.Chesterton 

The price of l iberty is eternal vigilance. - Thomas Jefferson 

The purpose of all wars, is peace. - Saint Augustine 

The quickest way of ending a war is to lose it. - George Orwell 

The shepherd always tries to persuade the sheep that their interest and his own are the same. - Stendhal 

The Shepherd drives the wolf from the sheep's throat, for which the sheep thanks the shephard as a l iberator, 

while the wolf denounces him for the same act as a destroyer of l iberty. - Abraham Lincoln 



The shortest distance between two points is usually under construction. - Noelie Altito 

The Soviet constitution guarantees everyone a job. A pretty scary idea, I'd say. - P.J.O'Rourke 

The standardized American is largely a myth created not least by Americans themselves. - Irwin Edman 

The study of history is a powerful antidote to contemporary arrogance. It is humbling to discover how many of our 

glib assumptions, which seem to us novel and plausible, have been tested before, not once but many times and in 

innumerable guises; and discovered to be, at great human cost, wholly false. - Paul Johnson 

The ultimate measure of a person is not where he/she stands in moments of comfort, but where he/she stands at 

times of challenge and controversy. - Martin Luther King Jr 

The very ink with which history is written is merely fluid prejudice. - Mark Twain 

The world is governed more by appearance than realities so that it is fully as necessary to seem to know something 

as to know it. - Daniel Webster 

The worst form of inequality is to try to make unequal things equal. - Aristotle 

There are two organizations pushing for change- al Qaeda and the Democratic party. And they both have the same 

message: 'We're going to fix you, America.' On the whole, the terrorists have a more straightforward plan for fixing 

things. - P.J.O'Rourke 

There are two ways to conquer and enslave a nation. One is by the sword. The other is by debt. - John Adams 

There is a tendency to judge a race, a nation or any distinct group by its least worthy members. - Eric Hoffer 

There is no king who has not had a slave among his ancestors, and no slave who has not had a king among his. - 

Helen Keller 

There is nothing more likely to start disagreement among people or countries than an agreement. - E.B.White 

There is nothing wrong with America that cannot be cured by what is right with America. - William J. Clinton 

There ought to be one day - just one- when there is open season on senators. - Will Rogers 

There's no trick to being a humorist when you have the whole government working for you. - Will Rogers 

Thinking isn't agreeing or disagreeing. That's voting. - Robert Frost 

This is a Washigton, D.C., kind of lie. It is when the other person knows you're lying and also knows you know he 

knows. - John Sergeant 

Those who cast the votes decide nothing. Those who count the votes decide everything. - Joseph Stalin 

Those who do not do politics will be done in by politics. - French proverb 

Those who make peaceful revolution impossible will make violent revolution inevitable. - John F. Kennedy 

Though there are some disagreeable things in Venice there is nothing so disagreeable as the visitors. - Henry James 

To consider persons and events and situations only in the light of their effect upon myself is to l ive on the doorstep 

of hell. - Thomas Merton 

To grasp the true meaning of socialism, imagine a world where everything is designed by the post office, even the 

sleaze. - P.J.O'Rourke 

To like an individual because he's black is just as insulting as to dislike him because he isn't white. - e. e. cummings 



To say nothing, especially when speaking, is half the art of diplomacy. - Will Durant 

To sit back and do nothing is to cooperate with the oppressor. - Jane Elliot 

To survive it is often necessary to fight and to fight you have to dirty yourself. - George Orwell 

Violence is interesting. This is a great obstacle to world peace and also to more thoughtful television programming. 

- P.J.O'Rourke 

War: a massacre of people who don't know each other for the profit of people who know each other but don't 

massacre each other. - Paul Valery 

We Americans have no commission from God to police the world. - Benjamin Harrison 

We have no interest in oppressing other people. We are not moved by hatred against any other nation. We bear 

no grudge. I know how grave a thing war is. I wanted to spare our people such an evil. It is not so much the country 

of Czechoslovakia; it is rather its leader, Edward Benes. He has led a reign of terror. He has hurled countless people 

into the profoundest misery. Through his continuous terrorism, he has succeeded in reducing millions of his people 

to silence. The Czech maintenance of a tremendous military arsenal can only be regarded as a focus of danger. We 

have displayed a truly unexampled patience, but I am no longer willing to remain inactive while this madman 

il ltreats millions of human beings. - Adolf Hitler 

We may not imagine how our l ives could be more frustrating or complex but Congress can. - Cullen Hightower 

What difference does it make to the dead, the orphans, and the homeless, whether the mad destruction is 

wrought under the name of totalitarianism or the holy name of l iberty and democracy? - Mahatma Gandhi 

What experience and history teach is this that people and governments never have learned anything from history. 

- George Wilhelm Hegel  

What luck for rulers that men do not think. - Adolf Hitler 

What one Christian does is his (her) own responsibility, what one Jew does is thrown back to all Jews. - Anne Frank 

When asked by an anthropologist what the Indians called America before the white man came, an Indian said 

simply, 'Ours.' - Vine Deloria, Jr 

When I am abroad, I always make it a rule never to criticize or attack the government of my country. I make up for 

lost time when I am at home. - Winston Churchill 

When liberty becomes license, dictatorship is near. - Will Durant 

When small men begin to cast big shadows, it means that the sun is about to set. - Lin Yutang 

When the silent majority opens its mouth it is usually to yawn. - Gerd de Ley 

When two elephants fight it is the grass that suffers. - African Proverb 

When you think of the long and gloomy history of man, you will find more hideous crimes have been committed in 

the name of obedience than have ever been committed in the name of rebellion. - C. P. Snow 

When you travel, remember that a foreign country is not designed to make you comfortable. It is designed to 

make its own people comfortable. - Clifton Fadiman 

When you've seen one nuclear war, you've seen them all. - Anonymous 

Whenever I hear anyone arguing for slavery, I feel a strong impulse to see it tried on him personally. - Abraham 

Lincoln 



Who knows? Maybe my life belongs to God. Maybe it belongs to me. But I do know one thing: I'm damned if it 

belongs to the government. - Arthur W. Hoppe 

Why should freedom of speech and freedom of press be allowed? Why should a government which is doing what it 

believes to be right allow itself to be criticized? It would not allow opposition by lethal weapons. Ideas are much 

more fatal things than guns. Why should any man be allowed to buy a printing press and disseminate pernicious 

opinions calculated to embarrass the government? - Vladimir Lenin 

Yes, we love peace, but we are not willing to take wounds for it, as we are for war. - John Andrew Holmes 

You can discover what your enemy fears most by observing the means he uses to frighten you. - Eric Hoffer 

You can do anything you set your mind to when you have vision, determination, and an endless supply of 

expendable labor. - Larry Kersten 

You can fool some of the people all of the time, and all the people some of the time, which is just long enough to 

be president of the United States. - Spike Milligan 

You can fool some of the people all the time, and those are the ones you want to concentrate on. - George W. 

Bush 

You can fool too many of the people too much of the time. - James Thurber 

You can get more with a kind word and a gun than you can with a kind word alone. - Al Capone 

You can no more win a war than you can win an earthquake. - Jeannette Rankin 

You can tell  the ideals of a nation by its ads. - Norman Douglas 

You cannot antagonize and influence at the same time. - John Knox 

You do not examine legislation in the light of the benefits it will convey if properly administered, but in the light of 

the wrongs it would do and the harms it would cause if improperly administered. - Lyndon Baines Johnson 

You don't need to be 'straight' to fight and die for your country. You just need to shoot straight. - Barry Goldwater 

You have enemies? Good. That means you've stood up for something, sometime in your l ife. - Winston Churchill 

You must not fight too often with one enemy, or you will teach him all your tricks of war. - Napoleon Bonaparte 

You shall have joy, or you shall have power, said God; you shall not have both. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

You'll  never have a quiet world ti ll you knock the patriotism out of the human race. - George Bernard Shaw 

Problem/Solution 

A common mistake that people make when trying to design something completely foolproof is to underestimate 

the ingenuity of complete fools. - Douglas Adams 

A crisis brings out the best in the best of us, and the worst in the worst of us. - Anonymous 

A good scapegoat is nearly as welcome as a solution to the problem. - Anonymous 

A good time to keep your mouth shut is when you're in deep shit. - Anonymous 

Diamonds are nothing more than chunks of coal that stuck to their jobs. - Malcolm Forbes 

I am prepared for the worst, but hope for the best. - Benjamin Disraeli 



I don't have any solution, but I certainly admire the problem. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

I have little patience with scientists who take a board of wood, look for its thinnest part, and drill a great number 

of holes where drilling is easy. - Albert Einstein 

If we knew what it was we were doing, it would not be called research, would it? - Albert Einstein 

If you are not part of the problem, you're part of the precipitate. - Steven Wright 

If you break your neck, if you have nothing to eat, if your house is on fire, then you got a problem. Everything else 

is inconvenience. - Robert Fulghum 

If you can't go around it, over it, or through it, you had better negotiate with it. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

If your ship doesn't come in, swim out to it. - Jonathan Winters 

It is easier to stay out than get out. - Mark Twain 

It is tempting, if the only tool you have is a hammer, to treat everything as if it were a nail. - Abraham Maslow 

It's not easy taking my problems one at a time when they refuse to get in l ine. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

Letting your mind play is the best way to solve problems. - Bill Watterson 

Not only do I not know what's going on, I wouldn't know what to do about it if I did. - George Carlin 

Nothing will ever be accomplished if all possible objections mus t be first overcome. - Samuel Johnson 

Nothing would be done at all if a man waited until he could do something so well that no one could find fault with 

it. - John Henry Newman 

The ability to delude yourself may be an important survival tool. - Jane Wagner 

The best way out is always through. - Robert Frost 

The easiest way to solve a problem is to pick an easy one. - Franklin P. Jones 

The major difference between a thing that might go wrong and a thing that cannot possibly go wrong is that when 

a thing that cannot possibly go wrong goes wrong it usually turns out to be impossible to get at and repair. - 

Douglas Adams 

The man who is in real danger is the man who thinks he is perfectly safe. - James M. Barrie 

The more keys a household owns, then more frequently will members of the family lock themselves out. - Faith 

Hines 

The problems that exist in the world today cannot be solved by the level of thinking that created them. - Albert 

Einstein 

The reward of a thing well done is to have done it. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 



The significant problems we face cannot be solved at the same level of thinking we were at when we created 

them. - Albert Einstein 

The wheel that squeaks the loudest is the one that gets the grease. - Josh Billings 

Think l ike a man of action and act l ike a man of thought. - Henri Bergson 

To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first, and call whatever you hit the target. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

We can easily become as much slaves to precaution as we can to fear. - Randolph Bourne 

When written in Chinese the word 'crisis' is composed of two characters one represents danger and the other 

represents opportunity. - John F. Kennedy 

 

Science/Technology/Internet 

317 is a prime, not because we think so, or because our minds are shaped in one way rather than another, but 

because it is so, because mathematical reality is built that way. - Godfrey Hardy 

A computer lets you make more mistakes faster than any invention in human history - with the possible exceptions 

of handguns and tequila. - Mitch Ratliffe 

A stitch in time would have confused Einstein. - Anonymous 

A successful tool is one that was used to do something undreamed of by its author. - S. C. Johnson 

A thousand words are worth a picture, and they load a heck of a lot faster. - Anonymous 

Any fool can make things bigger, more complex, and more violent. It takes a touch of genius and a lot of courage to 

move in the opposite direction. - Albert Einstein 

Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic. - Arthur C. Clarke 

Any technological advance can be dangerous. Fire was dangerous from the start, and so (even more so) was 

speech and both are still dangerous to this day but human beings would not be human without them. - Isaac 

Asimov 

Basic research is what I am doing when I don't know what I am doing. - Wernher von Braun 

Besides a mathematical inclination, an exceptionally good mastery of one's native tongue is the most vital asset of 

a competent programmer. - Edsger Dijkstra 

Don't compete with me: firstly, I have more experience, and secondly, I have chosen the weapons. - Edsger Dijkstra 

f u cn rd ths, u cn gt a gd jb n cmptr prgmmng. - Anonymous 

First we thought the PC was a calculator. Then we found out how to turn numbers into letters with ASCII and we 

thought it was a typewriter. Then we discovered graphics, and we thought it was a television. With the World Wide 

Web, we've realized it's a brochure. - Douglas Adams 



For some reason, most people seem to be born without the part of the brain that understands pointers. - 

JoelOnSoftware 

Genius is 1 percent inspiration and 99% perspiration, which is why engineers sometimes smell really bad. - Larry 

Kersten 

Give a person a fish and you feed him for a day, teach a person to use the Internet and they won't bother you for 

weeks. - Anonymous 

Hardware: the parts of a computer that can be kicked. - Jeff Pesis 

He who tries to understand quantum theory vanishes into a black hole, never to be seen again. - Richard Feynman 

I always wanted to write a l ittle program that would pop up a window saying, 'I'm going to amputate a l imb at 

random from you now,' to see how many people would instinctively click 'OK' - Anonymous 

I am proud of the fact that I never invented weapons to kill. - Thomas Alva Edison 

I have a spelling checker It came with my PC, It plainly marks four my revue Mistakes I cannot sea. I've run this 

poem threw it, I'm sure your pleased too no, Its letter perfect in its weigh, My checker tolled me sew. - Janet Minor 

I think computer viruses should count as l ife. I think it says something about human nature that only form of l ife 

that we have created so far is purely destructive. We've created life in our own image. - Stephen Hawking 

I'd take the awe of understanding over the awe of ignorance any day. - Douglas Adams 

If it is clumsy, it is not mathematics. - Edsger Dijkstra 

If Thomas Edison went to business school, we would all be reading by bigger candles - Mark McCormack 

If we long to believe that the stars rise and set for us, that we are the reason there is a Universe, does science do 

us a disservice in deflating our conceits? - Carl Sagan 

If you can't beat your computer at chess, try kickboxing. - Anonymous 

If you have any trouble sounding condescending, find a Unix user to show you how it's done. - Scott Adams 

Imagination is a good horse to carry you over the ground not a flying carpet to set you free from probability. - 

Robertson Davies 

In the beginning there was nothing, which exploded. - Terry Pratchett 

Insanity: doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results. - Albert Einstein 

Internet is so big, so powerful and pointless that for some people it is a complete substitute for l ife. - Andrew 

Brown 

Isn't it interesting that the same people who laugh at science fiction listen to weather forecasts and economists? - 

Kelvin Throop 

It suddenly struck me that that tiny pea, pretty and blue, was the Earth. I put up my thumb and shut one eye, and 

my thumb blotted out the planet Earth. I didn't feel l ike a giant. I felt very, very small. - Neil Armstrong 



Just because something doesn't do what you planned it to do doesn't mean it's useless. - Thomas Alva Edison 

Lisa: Let's put it on the Internet! Bart: No. We have to reach people whose opinions actually matter. - Simpsons 

Mobile phones are the only subject on which men boast about who's got the smallest. - Neil Kinnock 

Modern communications has allowed us more mental challenge than ever before but we've used it to replace our 

thinking more than ever before. - Joe Horn 

Object-oriented programming is an exceptionally bad idea which could only have originated in California. - Edsger 

Dijkstra 

On two occasions I have been asked (by members of Parliament!), 'Pray, Mr. Babbage, if you put into the machine 

wrong figures, will the right answers come out?' I am not able rightly to apprehend the kind of confusion of ideas 

that could provoke such a question. - Charles Babbage 

Pascal keeps your hand tied. C gives you enough rope to hang yourself. - Anonymous 

Quantum mechanics is very impressive. But an inner voice tells me that it is not yet the real thing. The theory 

yields a lot, but it hardly brings us any closer to the secret of the Old One. In any case I am convinced that He 

doesn't play dice. - Albert Einstein 

Real programmers don't comment their code. If it was hard to write, it should be impossible to understand. - 

Anonymous 

Science fiction is no more written for scientists than ghost stories are written for ghosts. - Brian Aldiss 

The competent programmer is fully aware of the limited size of his own skull. He therefore approaches his task 

with full  humility, and avoids clever tricks like the plague. - Edsger Dijkstra 

The danger from computers is not that they will eventually get as smart as men, but we will meanwhile agree to 

meet them halfway. - Bernard Avishai 

The Great God Science. It has failed us, because it was never meant to be a god, but only a few true scientists 

understand that. - Madeleine L'Engle 

The Internet 'browser'... is the piece of software that puts a message on your computer screen informing you that 

the Internet is currently busy and you should try again later. - Dave Barry 

The more original a discovery, the more obvious it seems afterwards. - Arthur Koestler 

The most exciting phrase to hear in science, the one that heralds the most discoveries, is not Eureka! but 'That's 

funny...' - Isaac Asimov 

The most l ikely way for the world to be destroyed, most experts agree, is by accident. That's where we come in; 

we're computer professionals. We cause accidents. - Nathaniel Borenstein 

The most overlooked advantage to owning a computer is that if they foul up, there's no law against whacking them 

around a l ittle. - Porterfield 

The Net is a waste of time, and that's exactly what's right about it. - William Gibson 



The NeXT Computer: The hardware makes it a PC, the software makes it a workstation, the unit sales makes it a 

mainframe. - Anonymous 

The priest persuades a humble people to endure their hard lot, a politician urges them to rebel against it, and a 

scientist thinks of a method that does away with the hard lot altogether. - Max Percy 

The principle mark of genius is not perfection but originality, the opening of new frontiers. - Arthur Koestler 

The question of whether Machines Can Think... is about as relevant as the question of whether Submarines Can 

Swim. - Edsger Dijkstra 

The real danger is not that computers will begin to think l ike men, but that men will begin to think l ike computers. 

- Sydney J. Harris 

There are 10^11 stars in the galaxy. That used to be a huge number. But it's only a hundred billion. It's less than 

the national deficit! We used to call them astronomical numbers. Now we should call them economical numbers. - 

Richard Feynman 

There are two sorts of curiosity -- the momentary and the permanent. The momentary is concerned with the odd 

appearance on the surface of things. The permanent is attracted by the amazing and consecutive l ife that flows on 

beneath the surface of things. - Robert Lynd 

There are two ways of constructing a software design; one way is to make it so simple that there are obviously no 

deficiencies, and the other way is to make it so complicated that there are no obvious deficiencies. The first 

method is far more difficult. - C. A. R. Hoare 

There is one thing even more vital to science than intelligent methods; and that is, the sincere desire to find out 

the truth, whatever it may be. - Charles Pierce 

Think of the Web as a big bathroom wall. And everyone has a marker. - Anonymous 

Those parts of the system that you can hit with a hammer (not advised) are called hardware; those program 

instructions that you can only curse at are called software. - Anonymous 

Those who are not shocked when they first come across quantum mechanics cannot possibly have understood it. - 

Niels Bohr 

To err is human, but to really foul things up you need a computer. - Paul Ehrlich 

To err is human, to blame it on the Computer is even more so. - Anonymous 

Two and two continue to make four, in spite of the whine of the amateur for three, or the cry of the critic for five. - 

James McNeill Whistler 

UNIX is the answer, but only if you phrase the question very carefully. - Anonymous 

UNIX was never designed to keep people from doing stupid things, because that policy would also keep them from 

doing clever things. - Doug Gwyn 

We especially need imagination in science. It is not all mathematics, nor all logic, but it is somewhat beauty and 

poetry. - Maria Mitchell 



We live in a society exquisitely dependent on science and technology, in which hardly anyone knows anything 

about science and technology. - Carl Sagan 

What goes up must come down. Ask any system administrator. - Anonymous 

What happens if a big asteroid hits Earth? Judging from realistic simulations involving a sledge hammer and a 

common laboratory frog, we can assume it will be pretty bad. - Dave Barry 

What we need is not the will to believe, but the wish to find out. - William Wordsworth 

Whom computers would destroy, they must first drive mad. - Anonymous 

Why doesn't DOS ever say 'EXCELLENT command or fi lename!' - Anonymous 

Why has elegance found so little following? That is the reality of it. Elegance has the disadvantage, if that's what it 

is, that hard work is needed to achieve it and a good education to appreciate it. - Edsger Dijkstra 

Windows 95: 32-bit extensions and a graphical shell for a 16-bit patch to an 8-bit operating system originally coded 

for a 4-bit microprocessor, written by a 2-bit company that can't stand for 1 bit of competition. - Anonymous 

Sports 

A baseball game is simply a nervous breakdown divided into nine innings. - Earl Wilson 

Boxing got me started on philosophy. You bash them, they bash you and you think, what's it all for? - Arthur 

Mullard 

Chess is a foolish expedient for making foolish people believe that they are doing something very clever when they 

are only wasting their time. - George Bernard Shaw 

Golf is a good walk spoiled. - Mark Twain 

He did not object to Gladstone's always having the ace of trumps up his sleeve, but only to his pretense that God 

put it there. - Henry DuPre Labouchere 

I hate all sports as rabidly as a person who likes sports hates common s ense. - H. L. Mencken 

I regard golf as an expensive way of playing marbles. - G.K.Chesterton 

I went to a fight the other night, and a hockey game broke out. - Rodney Dangerfield 

If a girl  gives you as many chances as Dhoni has given Rohit Sharma, she truly loves you -  Perky Tweets 

If you watch a game, it's fun. If you play it, it's recreation. If you work at it, it's golf. - Bob Hope 

I'm not feeling very well - I need a doctor immediately. Ring the nearest golf course. - Groucho Marx 

It's good sportsmanship to not pick up lost golf balls while they are still rolling. - Mark Twain 

My husband is so confident that when he watches sports on television, he thinks that if he concentrates he can 

help his team. If the team is in trouble, he coaches the players from our l iving room, and if they’re really in trouble, 

I have to get off the phone in case they call him. - Rita Rudner 

No nation was ever so virtuous as each believes itself, and none was ever so wicked as each believes the other. .- 

Bertrand Russell 

Please don't ask me what the score is, I'm not even sure what the game is. - Ashleigh Brilliant 



Sports do not build character; they reveal it. - Anonymous 

The largest room available to athletes is room for improvement. - Anonymous 

The most difficult part of golf is learning not to talk about it. - Anonymous 

The trouble with being a good sport is that you have to lose to prove it. - Anonymous 

There are only 3 true sports: mountain climbing, bull fighting and auto racing. All the rest are games. - Ernest 

Hemingway 

There is always some kid who may be seeing me for the first time. I owe him my best. - Joe DiMaggio 

Those that can't do teach, and those that can't teach, teach gym. - Woody Allen 

When I want to play with a prick, I'll play with my own. - W.C.Fields 

 

Talk/Advice/Silence/Debate 

A bore is a man who, when you ask him how he is, tells you. - Bert Leston Taylor 

A good listener is not only popular everywhere, but after a while he gets to know something. - Wilson Mizner 

A good listener tries to understand thoroughly what the other person is saying. In the end he may disagree sharply, 

but before he disagrees, he wants to know exactly what it is he is disagreeing with. - Kenneth A. Wells 

A good scare is worth more to a man than good advice. - Edgar Watson Howe 

A man never tells you anything until you contradict him. - George Bernard Shaw 

A yawn is a silent shout. - G.K.Chesterton 

Advice is l ike snow the softer it falls, the longer it dwells upon, and the deeper in sinks into the mind. - Samuel 

Taylor Coleridge 

Advice is what we ask for when we already know the answer but which we didn't. - Erica Jong 

Advice would be more acceptable if it didn't always conflict with our plans. - Anonymous 

An artist cannot talk about his art any more than a plant can discuss horticulture. - Jean Cocteau 

An Englishman's never so natural as when he's holding his tongue. - Henry James 

Anger is not an argument. - Daniel Webster 

Any party which takes credit for the rain must not be surprised if its opponents blame it for the drought. - Dwight 

Morrow 

Anybody who knows everything should be told a thing or two. - Franklin P. Jones 

Anything is possible if you don't know what you're talking about. - Law of debate 

Arguing with a man who will not produce evidence in support of his position is like arguing with a vegetable. - 

Aristotle 

Arguments are to be avoided: they are always vulgar and often convincing. - Oscar Wilde 

At a dinner party one should eat wisely but not too well, and talk well but not too wisely. - William Somerset 

Maugham 



Bad excuses are worse than none. - Thomas Fuller 

Be generous with kindly words, especially about those who are absent. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who mind don't matter and those who matter don't mind. - 

Dr. Seuss 

Blessed are they who have nothing to say and who cannot be persuaded to say it. - James Russell Lowell 

Blessed is the man, who having nothing to say, abstains from giving wordy evidence of the fact. - George Eliot 

Bore: A man who deprives you of solitude without providing you with company. - Gian Vincenzo Gravina 

Boredom is the feeling that everything is a waste of time; serenity, that nothing is. - Thomas Szasz 

Bores bore each other too; but it never seems to teach them anything. - Don Marquis 

Bores can be divided into two classes; those who have their own particular subject, and those who do not need a 

subject. - A. A. Milne 

Compliments cost nothing, yet many pay dear for them. - Thomas Fuller 

Considering how foolishly people act and how pleasantly they prattle, perhaps it would be better for the world if 

they talked more and did less. - William Somerset Maugham 

Conversation about the weather is the last refuge of the unimaginative. - Oscar Wilde 

Don't be 'consistent' but be simple true. - Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Even if you do learn to speak correct English, whom are you going to speak it to? - Clarence Darrow 

Ever noticed that people who say they want to say something for your own good have nothing good to say. - 

Anonymous 

Every improvement in communication makes the bore more terrible. - Frank Moore Colby 

First learn the meaning of what you say, and then speak. - Epictetus 

Free advice is worth the price. - Robert Half 

General consultant to mankind. - George Bernard Shaw 

Generally speaking, politicians are generally speaking - John Sergeant 

Getting talked about is one of the penalties for being pretty, while being above suspicion is about the only 

compensation for being homely. - Kin Hubbard 

Great minds discuss ideas. Average minds discuss events. Small minds discuss people. - Anonymous 

Half the world is composed of people who have something to say and can't, and the other half who have nothing 

to say and keep on saying it. - Robert Frost 

Have common sense and stick to the point. - William Somerset Maugham 

He liked to go from A to B without inventing letters between. - John McPhee 

He who establishes his argument by noise and command shows that his reason is weak. - Michel de Montaigne 

How can we expect another to keep our secret if we have been unable to keep it ourselves? - Francois de La 

Rochefoucauld 



I am glad you came in to punctuate my discourse, which I fear has gone on for an hour without any stop at all. - 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

I am never bored anywhere: being bored is an insult to oneself. - Jules Renard 

I can live for two months on a good compliment. - Mark Twain 

I do not want people to be very agreeable, as it saves me the trouble of l iking them a great deal. - Jane Austen 

I don't have to attend every argument I'm invited to. - Anonymous 

I had inherited what my father called the art of the advocate, or the irritating habit of looking for the flaw in any 

argument - John Mortimer 

I hate a quarrel because it interrupts an argument. - G.K.Chesterton 

I have known a vast quantity of nonsense talked about bad men not looking you in the face. Don't trust that 

conventional idea. Dishonesty will stare honesty out of countenance any day in the week, if there is anything to be 

got by it. - Charles Dickens 

I have learnt silence from the talkative, toleration from the intolerant, and kindness from the unkind; yet strange, I 

am ungrateful to these teachers. - Kahlil Gibran 

I l ike people who refuse to speak until they are ready to speak. - Lil lian Hellman 

I make it a rule always to believe compliments implicitly for five minutes, and to simmer gently for twenty more. - 

Alice James 

I never lecture, not because I am shy or a bad speaker, but simply because I detest the sort of people who go to 

lectures and don't want to meet them. - H. L. Mencken 

I wish I had an answer to that because I'm tired of answering that question. - Yogi Berra 

If it were not for the company of fools, a witty man would often be greatly at a loss. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

If only our great thinkers could learn to talk, and our great ta lkers could learn to think. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

If we are a country committed to free speech, then why do we have phone bills? - Steven Wright 

If you are a bore, strive to be a rascal also so that you may not discredit virtue. - George Bernard Shaw 

If you have an apple, and I have an apple, and we exchange the apples, then you and I will still each have one 

apple. But if you have an idea, and I have an idea, and we exchange these ideas, then each of us will have two 

ideas. - George Bernard Shaw 

If you have an important point to make, don't try to be subtle or clever. - Winston Churchill 

If you haven't got anything nice to say about anybody, come sit next to me. - Alice Roosevelt Longworth 

If you would convince others, seem open to conviction yourself. - Lord Chesterfield 

In case of doubt, make it sound convincing. - Anonymous 

In making a sermon, think up a good beginning, then think up a good ending and finally bring these two as close 

together as you possibly can. - Frederick Temple 

In most instances, all an argument proves is that two people are present. - Anonymous 

It is a sad thing when men have neither the wit to speak well nor the judgment to hold their tongues. - Jean de la 

Bruyere 



It is always observable that silence propagates itself, and that the longer talk has been suspended, the more 

difficult it is to find any thing to say. - Anonymous 

It is better to debate a question without settling it than to settle a question without debating it. - Joseph Joubert 

It is better to seem a fool than to open your mouth and remove all doubt. - Anonymous 

It is impossible to speak in such a way that you cannot be misunderstood. - Karl Popper 

It is not bigotry to be certain we are right; but it is bigotry to be unable to imagine how we might possibly have 

gone wrong. - G.K.Chesterton 

It is not necessary to understand things in order to argue about them. - Pierre Beaumarchais 

It isn't what they say about you, it's what they whisper. - Errol Flynn 

It usually takes me more than three weeks to prepare a good impromptu speech. - Mark Twain 

It was impossible to get a conversation going, everybody was talking too much. - Yogi Berra 

It's OK to let your mind go blank, but please turn off the sound. - Anonymous 

I've got nothing to say and I'll say it only once. - Floyd Smith 

Just because the other person is obviously, blindingly wrong, doesn't mean we can be sloppy in our arguments 

against him. All we do in that case is strengthen his position and weaken our own. - Graham Ericsson 

Let me never fall into the vulgar mistake of dreaming that I am persecuted whenever I am contradicted. - Ralph 

Waldo Emerson 

Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak. - Justine Vogt 

Like so many contemporary philosophers, he especially enjoyed giving helpful advice to people who were happier 

than he was - Tom Lehrer 

Listen or thy tongue will keep thee deaf. - American Indian Proverb 

Listening is the only way to entertain some folks. - Kin Hubbard 

Lonely people, in talking to each other, can make each other lonelier. - Lil lian Hellman 

Lonely people, in talking to each other, can make each other lonelier. - Lil lian Hellman 

Many a secret that cannot be pried out by curiosity can be drawn out by indifference. - Sydney J. Harris 

Men are apt to mistake the strength of their feeling for the strength of their argument. The heated mind resents 

the chill touch and relentless scrutiny of logic. - William E. Gladstone 

Most conversations are simply monologues delivered in the presence of witnesses. - Margaret Miller 

My whole l ife is waiting for the questions to which I have prepared answers. - Tom Stoppard 

Neither irony or sarcasm is argument. - Samuel Butler 

Never argue with a fool. Someone watching may not be able to tell  the difference. - Anonymous 

Never rise to speak till you have something to say; and when you have said it, cease. - John Witherspoon 

Never take the advice of someone who has not had your kind of trouble. - Sidney J. Harris 

No man is exempt from saying silly things; the mischief is to say them deliberately. - Michel de Montaigne 



No man is much pleased with a companion, who does not increase, in some respect, his fondness for himself. - 

Samuel Johnson 

No matter what happens, there is someone who knew it would. 

No matter what side of the argument you're on, you always find some people on your side you wish were on the 

other side. - James Heifetz 

No one means all he says, and yet very few say all they mean, for words are slippery and thought is viscous. - Henry 

Adams 

No one really listens to anyone else and if you try it for a while, you will see why. - Mignon McLaughlin 

Nobody is bored when he is trying to make something that is beautiful or to discover something that is true. - 

William Ralph Inge 

Nobody really listens to anyone else, and if you try it for a while you'll see why. - Mignon McLaughlin 

Noise proves nothing. Often a hen who has merely laid an egg cackles as if she laid an asteroid. - Mark Twain 

Not only to say the right thing in the right place, but far more difficult, to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the 

tempting moment. - George Sala 

Nothing is as frustrating as arguing with someone who knows what he's talking about. - Sam Ewing 

One of the lessons of history is that nothing is often a good thing to do and always a clever thing to say. - Will 

Durant 

People generally quarrel because they cannot argue. - G.K.Chesterton 

People who ask for your criticism want only praise. - William Somerset Maugham 

People who ask our advice almost never take it. Yet we should never refuse to give it, upon request, for it often 

helps us to see our own way more clearly. - Brendan Francis 

Pep without purpose is piffle. - Anonymous 

Personal judgments are l ike watches; none go just the same, yet each believes his own. - Alexander Pope 

Polite conversation is rarely either. - Fran Lebowitz 

Quarrels would not last long if the fault was only on one side. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

Sainthood emerges when you can listen to someone's tale of woe and not respond with a description of your own. 

- Andrew V. Mason MD 

Several excuses are always less convincing than one. - Aldous Huxley 

She generally gave herself very good advice, (though she very seldom followed it). - Lewis Carroll 

Si lence is a text easy to misread. - A. A. Attanasio 

Silence is foolish if we are wise, but wise if we are foolish. - C.C.Colton 

Silence is one of the hardest things to refute. - Josh Billings 

Silence is the most perfect expression of scorn. - George Bernard Shaw 

Sloths move at the speed of congressional debate but with greater deliberation and less noise. - P.J.O'Rourke 

Snobs talk as if they had begotten their own ancestors. - Herbert Agar 



Some people l ike my advice so much that they frame it upon the wall instead of using it. - Gordon R. Dickson 

Sometimes it is a great joy just to l isten to someone we love talking. - Vincent McNabb 

Sometimes when I'm talking, my words can't keep up with my thoughts. I wonder why we think faster than we 

speak. Probably so we can think twice. - Bill Watterson 

Talk that does not end in any kind of action is better suppressed altogether. - Thomas Carlyle 

Talking much about oneself can also be a means to conceal oneself. - Friedrich Nietzsche 

Talking with you is sort of the conversational equivalent of an out of body experience. - Bill Watterson 

The aim of argument, or of discussion, should not be victory, but progress. - Joseph Joubert 

The best sermons are l ived, not preached. - Anonymous 

The less you talk, the more you're l istened to. - Abigail Van Buren 

The most difficult thing in the world is to know how to do a thing a nd to watch somebody else doing it wrong, 

without comment. - T. H. White 

The most important thing in an argument, next to being right, is to leave an escape hatch for your opponent, so 

that he can gracefully swing over to your side without too much apparent loss of face. - Sydney J. Harris 

The nice thing about egoists is that they don't talk about other people. - Lucille S. Harper 

The older I grow, the more I l isten to people who don't say much. - Germain G. Glidden 

The only fool bigger than the person who knows it all is the person who argues with him. - Stanislaw Jerszy Lec 

The only thing to do with good advice is to pass it on. It is never of any use to oneself. - Oscar Wilde 

The only thing worse than being talked about is not being talked about. - Oscar Wilde 

The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at the right place but to leave unsaid the wrong thing 

at the tempting moment. - Dorothy Nevill 

The reason that lovers never weary each other is because they are always talking about themselves. - Francois de 

La Rochefoucauld 

The reason why so few people are agreeable in conversation is that each is thinking more about what he intends to 

say than others are saying. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

The right word may be effective, but no word was ever as effective as a rightly timed pause. - Mark Twain 

The single biggest problem in communication is the il lusion that it has taken place. - George Bernard Shaw 

The sounder your argument, the more satisfaction you get out of it. - Edgar Watson Howe 

The time to stop talking is when the other person nods his head affirmatively but says nothing. - Anonymous 

The tongue weighs practically nothing, but so few people can hold it. - Anonymous 

The trouble with her is that she lacks the power of conversation but not the power of speech. - George Bernard 

Shaw 

The trouble with telling a good story is that it invariably reminds the other fellow of a dull one. - Sid Caesar 

The usual fortune of complaint is to excite contempt more than pity. - Samuel Johnson 



The vanity of being known to be trusted with a secret is generally one of the chief motives to disclose it. - Samuel 

Johnson 

The worst thing about a bore is not that he won't stop talking, but that he won't let you stop listening. - 

Anonymous 

There is always hope when people are forced to l isten to both sides. - John Mill 

There is nothing so annoying as to have two people go right on talking when you're interupting. - Mark Twain 

There is so much good in the worst of us, And so much bad in the best of us, That it hardly behooves any of us To 

talk about the rest of us. - Edward Wallis Hoch 

There's no such thing as advice to the lovelorn. If they took advice, they wouldn't be lovelorn. - Fran Lebowitz 

Throughout history, it has been the inaction of those who could have acted; the indifference of those who should 

have known better; the silence of the voice of justice when it mattered most; that has made it possible for evil to 

triumph. - Haile Selassie 

Under certain circumstances, profanity provides a relief denied even to prayer. - Mark Twain 

Usually we praise only to be praised. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

Util ity is when you have one telephone, luxury is when you have two, opulence is when you have three - and 

paradise is when you have none. - Doug Larson 

We all  denounce bores, but while we do so, let us remember that there is nobody who isn't a bore to somebody. - 

J.A. Spender 

We find comfort among those who agree with us growth among those who don't. - Frank A. Clark 

We often forgive those who bore us, but we cannot forgive those whom we bore. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

We would rather speak ill of ourselves than not talk about ourselves at all. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

What if it's boring - or if it's not boring, it might be too revealing, or worse, i t might be too revealing and still be 

boring. - Lily Tomlin 

What you do speaks so loudly that I cannot hear what you say. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

What you don't say, sometimes says more. - Anonymous 

What's the point of havin' a rapier wit if I can't use it to stab people? - Jeph Jacques 

When men speak ill of thee, l ive so as nobody may believe them. - Plato 

When we ask advice, we are usually looking for an accomplice. - Marquis de la Grange 

When you don't know what you're talking about, it's hard to know when you're finished. - Tommy Smothers 

When you encounter good advice that contradicts other seemingly good advices, ignore them both. - Al Franken 

When you have nothing to say, say nothing. - C.C.Colton 

Where all think alike no one thinks very much. - Walter Lippman 

Whoever wishes to keep a secret must hide the fact that he possesses one. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Why is it that our memory is good enough to retain the least triviality that happens to us, and yet not good enough 

to recollect how often we have told it to the same person? - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 



Wise men talk because they have something to say; fools, because they have to say something. - Plato 

Words that soak into your ears are whispered, not yelled. - Anonymous 

You cannot unsay a cruel word. - Anonymous 

You have not converted a man because you have silenced him. - John Morley 

You hesitate to stab me with a word, and know not - si lence is the sharper sword. - Samuel Johnson 

 

Teaching/Learning/Education 

A candle loses nothing by l ighting another candle. - Anonymous 

A leader is one who knows the way, goes the way, and shows the way. - John C. Maxwell 

A l ittle knowledge is a dangerous thing. A l ittle knowledge of Psychology is downright lethal. - Amy in Judging Amy 

A little learning is a dangerous thing, but a lot of ignorance is just as bad. - Bob Edwards 

A man's ethical behavior should be based effectually on sympathy, education, and social ties and needs; no 

religious basis is necessary. Man would indeed be in a poor way if he had to be restrained by fear of punishment 

and hope of reward after death. - Albert Einstein 

All  knowledge is of itself of some value. There is nothing so minute or inconsiderable that I would not rather know 

it. - Samuel Johnson 

All men who have turned out worth anything have had the chief hand in their own education. - Sir Walter Scott 

An education isn't how much you have committed to memory, or even how much you know. It's being able to 

differentiate between what you know and what you don't. - Anatole France 

As the biggest l ibrary if it is in disorder is not as useful as a small but well-arranged one, so you may accumulate a 

vast amount of knowledge but it will be of far less value than a much smaller amount if you have not thought it 

over for yourself. - Arthur Schopenhauer 

Be careful to leave your sons well instructed rather than rich, for the hopes of the instructed are better than the 

wealth of the ignorant. - Epictetus 

Before I came here I was confused about this subject. Having listened to your lecture, I am still confused. But on a 

higher level. - Enrico Fermi 

Botany is the art of insulting flowers in Latin and Greek. - Alphonse Karr 

Creative minds have always been known to survive any kind of bad training. - Anna Freud 

Education is an admirable thing. But it is well to remember from time to time that nothing that is worth knowing 

can be taught. - Oscar Wilde 

Education is not received. It is achieved. - Anonymous 

Education is not the fi l ling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire. - William Butler Yeats 

Education is the ability to l isten to almost anything without losing your temper or your self-confidence. - Robert 

Frost 

Education is what survives when what has been learned has been forgotten. - B. F. Skinner 



Emotions are built deeply into us. They are part of our humanity. But they are not characteristically human. Many 

other animals have feelings. What distinguishes our species is thought. - Carl Sagan 

Even if you learn to speak correct English, to whom are you going to speak it? Clarence Darrow 

Everybody who is incapable of learning has taken to teaching. - Oscar Wilde 

Everything has its l imit - iron ore cannot be educated into gold. - Mark Twain 

Everything should be made as simple as possible, but not simpler. - Albert Einstein 

Example isn't another way to teach, it is the only way to teach. - Albert Einstein 

For it is impossible for anyone to begin to learn that which he thinks he already knows. - Epictetus 

Genius is a nuisance, and it is the duty of schools and colleges to abate it by setting genius-traps in its way. - 

Samuel Butler 

Good questions outrank easy answers. - Paul A. Samuelson 

Graduation speeches were invented largely in the belief that college students should never be released into the 

world until they have been properly sedated. - Garry Trudeau 

He respects owl, because you can't help respecting anybody who can spell TEWSDAY, even if he doesn't spell it 

right 

He who asks a question is a fool for five minutes; he who does not ask a question remains a fool forever. - Chinese 

Proverb 

Highly educated bores are by far the worst; they know so much, in such fiendish detail, to be boring about. - Louis 

Kronenberger 

I do not think much of a man who is not wiser today than he was yesterday. - Abraham Lincoln 

I have no data yet. It is a capital mistake to theorize before one has data. Insensibly one begins to twist facts to suit 

theories instead of theories to suit facts. - Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

I hear and I forget.I see and I remember. I do and I understand. - Confucius 

I l ike a teacher who gives you something to take home to think about besides homework. - Lily Tomlin 

I l iked things better when I didn't understand them. - Bil l Watterson 

I never let schooling interfere with my education. - Mark Twain 

I not only use all the brains I have, but all I can borrow. - Woodrow Wilson 

I respect faith, but doubt is what gets you an education. - Wilson Mizner 

I teach only the truth but that should not make you believe it. - H.H. Fisher 

If 50 million people say a foolish thing, it is still a foolish thing. - Anatole France 

If it's stupid but works, it isn't stupid. - Anonymous 

If written directions alone would suffice, l ibraries wouldn't need to have the rest of the universities attached. - 

Judith Martin 

If you can learn from hard knocks, you can also learn from soft touches. - Carolyn Kenmore 

If you think education is expensive, try Ignorance. - Andy McIntyre 



I'm a philosophy major, which means I can think deep thoughts about being unemployed. - Bruce Lee 

In doing we learn. - George Herbert 

In mathematics, you don't understand things. You just get used to them. - Anonymous 

In the quest for knowledge, there are no barriers. - Joseph J. Thomas 

Instruction in world history in the socalled high schools is even today in a very sorry condition. Few teachers 

understand that the study of history can never be to learn historical dates and events by heart and recite them by 

rote; that what matters is not whether the child knows exactly when this battle or that was fought, when a general 

was born, or even when a monarch (usually a very insignificant one) came into the crown of his forefathers. No, by 

the living God, this is very unimportant. To 'learn' history means to seek and find the forces which are the causes 

leading to those effects which we subsequently perceive as historical events. - Adolf Hitler 

Intellectual Capacity is no guarantee against being dead wrong. - Carl Sagan 

It does not suffice to hone your own intellect (that will join you in your grave), you must teach others how to hone 

theirs. The more you concentrate on these two challenges, the clearer you will see that they are only two sides of 

the same coin: teaching yourself is discovering what is teachable. - Edsger Dijkstra 

It is a miracle that curiosity survives formal education. - Albert Einstein 

It is an old maxim of mine that when you have excluded the impossible, whatever remains, however improbable, 

must be the truth. - Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

It is great folly to wish to be wise all alone. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

It is important that students bring a certain ragamuffin, barefoot, irreverence to their studies; they are not here to 

worship what is known, but to question it. - Jacob Chanowski 

It is not what is poured into a student, but what is planted, that counts. - Eugene P. Bertin 

It is one of the commonest of mistakes to consider that the limit of our power of perception is also the limit of all 

there is to perceive. - C.W. Leadbeater 

It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it. - Aristotle 

It should be a law that if you use the word 'paradigm' without knowing what it means, you go to jail. No 

Exceptions. - Dave James 

It wasn't until late in life that I discovered how easy it is to say 'I don't know.' - William Somerset Maugham 

It’s possible to store the mind with a million facts and still be entirely uneducated. - Alec Bourne 

Judge a man by his questions rather than his answers. - Voltaire 

Knowledge is power only if man knows what facts not to bother with. - Robert Lynd 

Learning is not compulsory... neither is survival. - W. Edwards Deming 

Let us reform our schools, and we shall find little reform needed in our prisons. - John Ruskin 

Marlo taught me things I thought I knew. - Phil Donahue 

Never memorize anything you can look up. - Albert Einstein 

No man who worships education has got the best out of education... Without a gentle contempt for education no 

man's education is complete. - G.K.Chesterton 



Nothing in education is so astonishing as the amount of ignorance it accumulates in the form of inert facts. - Henry 

Adams 

Nothing is so simple that it cannot be misunderstood. - Albert Einstein 

Old MacDonald was dyslexic, IEIEO. - Billy Connolly 

Our children go to school to learn to communicate, and all the teachers do is tell them to shut up. - Gallagher 

Q. What does DNA stand for? A: National Dislexic Association. - Anonymous 

Simplicity is a great virtue but it requires hard work to achieve it and education to appreciate it. And to make 

matters worse: complexity sells better. - Edsger Dijkstra 

Sit down before fact as a little child, be prepared to give up every preconceived notion,follow humbly wherever 

and to whatever abysses nature leads, or you shall learn nothing. - Thomas Huxley 

Some will  never learn anything because they understand everything too soon. - Thomas Blount 

Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be known. - Carl Sagan 

Spoon-feeding in the long run teaches us nothing but the shape of the spoon. - E.M.Forster 

Strange how much you have to know before you know how little you know. - Anonymous 

Take away paradox from the thinker and you have a professor. - Soren Kierkegaard 

Teachers open the door, but you must enter by yourself. - Chinese Proverb 

The advantage of a classical education is that it enables you to despise the wealth which it prevents you from 

achieving. - Russell Green 

The brighter you are, the more you have to learn. - Don Herod 

The folly of mistaking a paradox for a discovery, a metaphor for a proof, a torrent of verbiage for a spring of capital 

truths, and oneself for an oracle, is inborn in us. - Paul Valery 

The greatest compliment that was ever paid me was when one asked me what I thought, and attended to my 

answer. - Henry David Thoreau 

The longer I l ive the more I see that I am never wrong about anything, and that all the pains that I have so humbly 

taken to verify my notions have only wasted my time. - George Bernard Shaw 

The more you explain it, the more I don't understand it. - Mark Twain 

The surest indication of a mediocre mind is its belief that everything can be explained. - Sydney J. Harris 

The test of a first rate intelligence is the ability to hold two opposed ideas in mind at the same time and still retain 

the ability to function. - F. Scott Fitzgerald 

The third-rate mind is only happy when it is thinking with the majority. The second-rate mind is only happy when it 

is thinking with the minority. The first-rate mind is only happy when it is thinking. - A. A. Milne 

The ultimate leader is one who is willing to develop people to the point that they eventually surpass him or her in 

knowledge and ability. - Fred A Manske. Jr 

The whole art of teaching is only the art of awakening the natural curiosity of young minds for the purpose of 

satisfying it afterwards. - Anatole France 

The whole purpose of education is to turn mirrors into windows. - Sydney J. Harris 



The young specialist in English Lit, ... lectured me severely on the fact that in every century people have thought 

they understood the Universe at last, and in every century they were proved to be wrong. It follows that the one 

thing we can say about our modern 'knowledge' is that it is wrong. ... My answer to him was, '... when people 

thought the Earth was flat, they were wrong. When people thought the Earth was spherical they were wrong. But 

if you think that thinking the Earth is spherical is just as wrong as thinking the Earth is flat, then your view is 

wronger than both of them put together. - Isaac Asimov 

There are some people who, if they don't already know, you can't tell 'em. - Yogi Berra 

There is much pleasure to be gained from useless knowledge. - Bertrand Russell 

There is nothing new under the sun but there are lots of old things we don't know. - Ambrose Bierce 

There is only one thing more painful than learning from experience, and that is not learning from experience. - 

Laurence J. Peter 

There's no educational value in the second kick of a mule. - American saying 

They know enough who know how to learn. - Henry Adams 

We spend the first twelve months of our children's lives teaching them to walk and talk and the next twelve tel l ing 

them to sit down and shut up. - Phyllis Diller 

We will  never have great leaders as long as we mistake education for intelligence, ambition for ability, and lack of 

transgression for integrity! - Anonymous 

Wear your learning like your watch, in a private pocket, and do not pull it out and strike it merely to show that you 

have one. If you are asked what time it is, tell it, but do not proclaim it hourly and unasked, l ike the watchman. - 

Lord Chesterfield 

What we learn to do, we learn by doing. - Aristotle 

What we want is to see the child in pursuit of knowledge, and not knowledge in pursuit of the child. - George 

Bernard Shaw 

When one teaches, two learn. - Robert Half 

When will the public cease to insult the teacher's calling with empty flattery? When wi ll men who would never for 

a moment encourage their own sons to enter the work of the public schools cease to tell  us that education is the 

greatest and noblest of all human callings? - William C. Bagley 

When you make the finding yourself even if you're the last person on Earth to see the light you'll never forget it. - 

Carl Sagan 

Why is this thus? What is the reason of this thusness? - Artemus Ward 

Wit is educated insolence. - Aristotle 

You can tell  whether a man is clever by his answers. You can tell whether a man is wise by his questions. - Naguib 

Mahfouz 

You can't learn from your mistakes if you refuse to admit you made any. - Anonymous 

You have learnt something. That always feels at first as if you had lost something. - H.G.Wells 

You send your child to the schoolmaster, but 'tis the schoolboys who educate him. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 



 

Thought/Intelligent/Opinions/Wisdom 

A conclusion is the place where you got tired of thinking. - Steven Wright 

A correct answer is like an affectionate kiss. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

A great many people think that polysyllables are a sign of intelligence. - Barbara Walters 

A great memory is never made synonymous with wisdom, any more than a dictionary would be called a treatise. - 

John Henry Newman 

A little learning is a dangerous thing, but we must take that risk because a l ittle is as much as our biggest heads can 

hold. - Anonymous 

A man is infinitely more complicated than his thoughts. - Paul Valery 

A mediocre idea that generates enthusiasm will go further than a great idea that inspires no one. - Mary Kay Ash 

A memory is what is left when something happens and does not completely unhappen. - Edward de Bono 

A person with a new idea is a crank until the idea succeeds. - Mark Twain 

A society made up of individuals who were all capable of original thought would probably be unendurable. - H. L. 

Mencken 

A stupid man's report of what a clever man says is never accurate, because he unconsciously translates what he 

hears into something that he can understand. - Bertrand Russell 

A wise man listening to a fool will learn more than a fool l istening to a wise man. - Nuggets 

A witty saying proves nothing. - Voltaire 

A word to the wise is not sufficient if it doesn't make sense. - James Thurber 

About the use of language: it is impossible to sharpen a pencil with a blunt axe. It is equally vain to try to do it with 

ten blunt axes instead. - Edsger Dijkstra 

All  philosophy lies in two words, sustain and abstain. - Epictetus 

All  the thoughts of a turtle are turtles, and of rabbits, rabbits. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Aloof with hermit-eye I scan\nThe present works of present man\nA wild and dreamlike trade of blood and 

guile,\nToo foolish for a tear, too wicked for a smile! - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

An explanation of cause is not a justification by reason. - C. S. Lewis 

An honest heart being the first blessing, a knowing head is the second. - Thomas Jefferson 

An idea is not responsible for the people who believe in it. - Donald Marquis 

An idea that is not dangerous is unworthy of being called an idea at all. - Oscar Wilde 

An idea, in the highest sense of that word, cannot be conveyed but by a symbol. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

An invasion of armies can be resisted, but not an idea whose time has come. - Victor Hugo 

Any philosophy that can be put in a nutshell belongs there. - Sydney J. Harris 

Aphorism, n.: Predigested wisdom. - Ambrose Bierce 



Arguments are extremely vulgar for everybody is good society holds exactly the same opinions. - Anonymous 

As a single footstep will not make a path on the earth, so a single thought will not make a pathway in the mind. To 

make a deep physical path, we walk again and again. To make a deep mental path, we must think over and over 

the kind of thoughts we wish to dominate our lives. - Henry David Thoreau 

Asking the right questions takes as much skill as giving the right answers. - Robert Half 

Be happy. It's one way of being wise. - Sidonie Gabrielle Colette 

Be nice to nerds. Chances are you'll end up working for one. - Bill Gates 

Be wiser than other people if you can; but do not tell them so. - Lord Chesterfield 

Borrow money from pessimists - they don't expect it back. - Steven Wright 

Chess is as elaborate a waste of human intelligence as you can find outside an advertising agency. - Raymond 

Chandler 

Common sense is the most fairly distributed thing in the world, for each one thinks he is so well-endowed with it 

that even those who are hardest to satisfy in all other matters are not in the habit of desiring more of it than they 

already have. - Rene Descartes 

Consolation from imaginary things is not an imaginary consolation. - Roger Scruton 

Contrariwise, if it was so, it might be; and if it were so, it would be; but as it isn't, it ain't. That's logic. - Lewis Carroll 

Convincing yourself doesn't win an argument. - Robert Half 

Curiosity is one of the most permanent and certain characteristics of a vigorous intellect. - Samuel Johnson 

Daring ideas are l ike chessmen moved forward; they may be beaten, but they may start a winning game. - Johann 

Wolfgang von Goethe 

Delusions of grandeur make me feel a lot better about myself. - Jane Wagner 

Depend upon it that if a man talks of his misfortunes there is something in them that is not disagreeable to him; 

for where there is nothing but pure misery there never is any recourse to the mention of it. - Samuel Johnson 

Did you ever stop to think, and forget to start again? - A. A. Milne 

Discovery is seeing what everybody else has seen, and thinking what nobody else has thought. - Albert Szent-

Gyorgyi 

Divide each difficulty into as many parts as is feasible and necessary to resolve it. - Rene Descartes 

Do I contradict myself?/ Very well then I contradict myself,/ (I am large, I contain multitudes.) - Walt Whitman 

Do not confine your children to your own learning, for they were born in another time. - Hebrew proverb 

Do you think my mind is maturing late, or simply rotted early? - Ogden Nash 

Don't ever take a fence down until you know why it was put up. - Robert Frost 

Don't you wish there were a knob on the TV to turn up the intelligence? There's one marked 'Brightness', but it 

doesn't work. - Gallagher 

Dream no small dreams for they have no power to move the hearts of men. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Enlightened people seldom or never possess a sense of responsibility. - George Orwell 



Every man takes the limits of his own field of vision for the limits of the world. - Arthur Schopenhauer 

Every real thought on every real subject knocks the wind out of somebody or other. - Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Everybody denies I am a genius - but nobody ever called me one! - Orson Welles 

Everybody is ignorant, only on different subjects. - Will Rogers 

Except our own thoughts, there is nothing absolutely in our power. - Rene Descartes 

Ezra was right half the time, and when he was wrong, he was so wrong you were never in any doubt about it. - 

Ernest Hemingway 

Five exclamation marks, the sure sign of an insane mind. - Terry Pratchett 

Foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of small minds. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Great spirits have always encountered violent opposition from mediocre minds. - Albert Einstein 

Happiness is good health and a bad memory. - Ingrid Bergman 

Harold, l ike the rest of us, had many impressions which saved him the trouble of distinct ideas. - George Eliot 

He had a wonderful talent for packing thought close, and rendering it portable. - Thomas B. Macaulay 

He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. - Jim Elliot 

He must be very ignorant for he answers every question he is asked. - Voltaire 

He who takes a stand is often wrong, but he who fails to take a stand is always wrong. - Anonymous 

Her virtue was that she said what she thought, her vice that what she thought didn't amount to much. - Peter 

Ustinov 

Honest disagreement is often a good sign of progress. - Mahatma Gandhi 

How wonderful that we have met with a paradox. Now we have some hope of making progress. - Niels Bohr 

I believe in an open mind, but not so open that your brains fall out. - Arthur Hays Sulzberger 

I can stand brute force, but brute reason is quite unbearable. There is something unfair about its use. It is hitting 

below the intellect. - Oscar Wilde 

I do not believe in the collective wisdom of individual ignorance. - Thomas Carlyle 

I do not have a psychiatrist and I do not want one, for the simple reason that if he l istened to me long enough, he 

might become disturbed. - James Thurber 

I had a monumental idea this morning, but I didn't l ike it. - Samuel Goldwyn 

I have a prodigious quantity of mind. It takes me as much as a week, sometimes, to make it up. - Mark Twain 

I have yet to see any problem, however complicated, which when you looked at it in the right way, did not become 

stil  more complicated. - Paul Anderson 

I know this world is ruled by infinite intelligence. Everything that surrounds us everything that exists proves that 

there are infinite laws behind it. There can be no denying this fact. It is mathematical in its precision. - Thomas Alva 

Edison 

I must have a prodigious quantity of mind; it takes me as much as a week sometimes to make it up. - Mark Twain 

I realize that I'm generalizing here, but as is often the case when I generalize, I don't care. - Dave Barry 



I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that I don't know the answer. - Douglas Adams 

I told my psychiatrist that everyone hates me. He said I was being ridiculous - everyone hasn't met me yet. - 

Rodney Dangerfield 

I used to be a heavy gambler. But now I just make mental bets. That's how I lost my mind. - Steve Allen 

I was gratified to be able to answer promptly, and I did. I said I didn't know. - Mark Twain 

Ideas are l ike rabbits. You get a couple and learn how to handle them, and pretty soon you have a dozen. - John 

Steinbeck 

Ideas are more powerful than guns. We would not let our enemies have guns, why should we let them have ideas. 

- Joseph Stalin 

If all  mankind minus one were of one opinion, mankind would be no more justified in silencing that one person 

than he, if he had the power, would be justified in silencing mankind. - John Stuart Mill 

If it takes a lot of words to say what you have in mind, give it more thought. - Dennis Roth 

If there are no stupid questions, then what kind of questions do stupid people ask? Do they get smart just in time 

to ask questions? - Scott Adams 

If there were a verb meaning 'to believe falsely', it would not have any significant first person, present indicative. - 

Ludwig Witgenstein 

If you can't dazzle them with your intelligence, baffle them with your bullshit. - Anonymous 

If you don't l ike my opinion of you, you can always improve. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

If you follow reason far enough it always leads to conclusions that are contrary to reason. - Samuel Butler 

If you leave the smallest corner of your head vacant for a moment, other people's opinions will rush in from all 

quarters. - George Bernard Shaw 

If you put two economists in a room, you get two opininons unless one of them is Keynes, in which case you get 

three opinions. - Winston Churchill 

If your head tells you one thing, and your heart tells you another, before you do anything, you should first decide 

whether you have a better head or a better heart. - Marilyn vos Savant 

If you're going to be crazy, you have to get paid for it or else you're going to be locked up. - Hunter S. Thompson 

Ignorant men raise questions that wise men answered a thousand years ago. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

In a closed society where everybody's guilty, the only crime is getting caught. In a world of thieves, the only final 

sin is stupidity. - Hunter S. Thompson 

In every work of genius we recognize our own rejected thoughts; they come back to us with a certain alienated 

majesty. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

In free countries, every man is entitled to express his opinion and every other man is entitled not to l isten. - G. 

Norman Collie 

Insanity is relative. It depends on who has who locked in what cage. - Ray Bradbury 

Intuition is the uncanny sixth sense which tells people that they are right, whether they are or not. - Georges 

Lessard 



It ain't what you don't know that gets you into trouble. It's what you know for sure that just ain't so. - Mark Twain 

It had only one fault. It was kind of lousy. - James Thurber 

It is a rare mind indeed that can render the hitherto non-existent blindingly obvious. The cry 'I could have thought 

of that' is a very popular and misleading one, for the fact is that they didn't, and a very significant and revealing 

fact it is too. - Douglas Adams 

It is not enough to have a good mind; the main thing is to use it well. - Rene Descartes 

It is regrettable that, among the Rights of Man, the right of contradicting oneself has been forgotten. - Baudellaire 

It is the mark of a truly intelligent person to be moved by statistics. - George Bernard Shaw 

It is useless for a sheep to pass resolution in favour of vegetarianism while the wolf remains of a different opinion. 

- W. R. Inge 

It requires wisdom to understand wisdom: the music is nothing if the audience is deaf. - Walter Lippman 

It used to be, everyone was entitled to their own opinion, but not their own facts. But that's not the case anymore. 

- Anonymous 

It was one of those perfect English autumnal days which occur more frequently in memory than in l ife. - P.D. James 

It’s easy to get a reputation for wisdom. It’s only necessary to l ive long, speak little and do less. - P.D. James 

It's a popular fact that 90% of the brain is not used and, l ike most popular facts, it is wrong. Not even the most 

stupid Creator would go to the trouble of making the human head carry around several pounds of unnecessary 

grey goo if its only real purpose was, to serve as a delicacy for certain remote tribesmen in unexplored valleys, it is 

used. One of its functions is to make the miraculous seem ordinary, and turn the unusual into the usual. 

Otherwise, human beings, forced with the daily wondrousness of everything, would go around wearing a stupid 

grin, saying 'WOW' a lot. Part of the brain exists to stop this happening. It is very efficient, and can make people 

experience boredom in the middle of marvels. - Terry Pratchett 

It's a rash man who reaches a conclusion before he gets to it. - Jacob Levin 

It's a Wiseman who profits by his own experience but it's a good deal wiser one who lets the rattlesnake bite the 

other fellow. - Josh Billings 

It's not denial. I'm just selective about the reality I accept. - Bill Watterson 

Listen, everybody is entitled to my opinion. - Madonna 

Losing an illusion makes you wiser than finding a truth. - Ludwig Borne 

Loyalty to petrified opinion never yet broke a chain or freed a human soul. - Mark Twain 

Man tends to treat all his opinions as principles. - Herbert Agar 

Man's great misfortune is that he has no organ, no kind of eyelid or brake, to mask or block a thought, or all 

thought, when he wants to. - Paul Valery 

Many people know so little about what is beyond their short range of experience. They look within themselves and 

find nothing! Therefore they conclude that there is nothing outside themselves either. - Helen Keller 

Maturity is accepting the consequences of your actions. - Anonymous 

Minds are l ike parachutes. Just because you've lost yours doesn't mean you can borrow mine. - Larry Kersten 



Neurotics build castles in the air. Psychotics l ive in them, and Psychiatrists charge them rent. - Rita Rudner 

Never be afraid to sit awhile and think. - Lorraine Hansberry 

No matter how bril liantly an idea is stated, we will not really be moved unless we have already half thought of it 

ourselves. - Mignon McLaughlin 

No mistake is more common and more fatuous than appealing to logic in cases which are beyond her jurisdiction. - 

Samuel Butler 

No one can be right all of the time, but it helps to be right most of the time. - Robert Half 

No question is so difficult to answer as that to which the answer is obvious. - George Bernard Shaw 

No, no, you're not thinking; you're just being logical. - Niels Bohr 

Nobody realizes that some people expend tremendous energy merely to be normal. - Albert Camus 

Nonconformity is an empty goal, and rebellion against prevailing opinion merely because it is prevailing should no 

more be praised than acquiescence to it. - William H. Whyte, Jr 

Nothing can contribute more to peace of soul than the lack of any opinion whatever. - Georg C. Lichtenberg 

Nothing is a waste of time if you use the experience wisely. - Rodin 

Nothing is so exhausting as indecision, and nothing is so futile. - Bertrand Russell 

Nothing is so useless as a general maxim. - Thomas B. Macaulay 

Nothing prevents happiness l ike the memory of happiness. - Andre Gide 

Of what use is genius, if the organ is too convex or too concave and cannot find a focal distance within the actual 

horizon of human life? - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

One cannot conceive anything so strange and so implausible that it has not already been said by one philosopher 

or another. - Rene Descartes 

One day when I was twenty-three or twentyfour this sentence seemed to form i n my head, without my willing it, 

much as sentences form when we are halfasleep: 'Hammer your thoughts into unity.' For days I could think of 

nothing else, and for years I tested all I did by that sentence. - William Butler Yeats 

One's mind, once stretched by a new idea, never regains its original dimensions. - Oliver Wendell Holmes 

Only a brave person is willing to honestly admit, and fearlessly to face, what a sincere and logical mind discovers. - 

Rodan of Alexandria 

Only the great generalizations survive. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Opinion is like a pendulum and obeys the same law. If it goes past the centre of gravity on one side, it must go a 

l ike distance on the other; and it is only after a certain time that it finds the true point at which it can remain at 

rest. - Arthur Schopenhauer 

Our enemies's opinion of us comes closer to the truth than our own. - Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

Our experience is composed rather of illusions than that of wisdom acquired. - Joseph Roux 

People seem not to see that their opinion of the world is also a confession of character. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Perfection does not exist. To understand this is the triumph of human intelligence; to expect to possess it is the 

most dangerous kind of madness. - Alfred De Musset 



Philosophy is a study that lets us be unhappy more intelligently. - Anonymous 

Prejudice is a great time saver. You can form opinions without having to get the facts. - E.B.White 

Public opinion, a vulgar, impertinent, anonymous tyrant who deliberately makes life unpleasant for anyone who is 

not content to the average person. - William Ralph Inge 

Quidquid latine dictum sit, altum viditur' (Whatever's said in Latin appears more profound) - Anonymous 

See everything; overlook a great deal; correct a little. - Pope John XXIII 

Sherlock Holmes: I see no more than you, but I have trained myself to notice what I see. - Arthur Conan Doyle 

Skil l is successfully walking a tightrope between the twin towers of New York's World Trade Center. Intelligence is 

not trying. - Marilyn vos Savant 

Some people come by the name of genius in the same way an insect comes by the name of centipede - not 

because it has a hundred feet, but because most people can't count above fourteen - George Christoph Lichenberg 

Some people worry that artificial intelligence will make us feel inferior, but then, anybody in his right mind should 

have an inferiority complex every time he looks at a flower. - Alan C. Kay 

Some questions don't have answers, which is a terribly difficult lesson to learn. - Katharine Graham 

Sometimes the first duty of intelligent men is the restatement of the obvious. - George Orwell 

That must be wonderful; I don't understand it at all. - Maliene 

The ability of discerning high quality unavoidably implies the ability of identifying shortcomings. - Edsger Dijkstra 

The ability to be in the present moment is a major component of mental wellness. - Abraham Maslow 

The advantage of a bad memory is that one enjoys several times the same good things for the first time. - Friedrich 

Nietzsche 

The best way to have a good idea is to have lots of ideas. - Linus Pauling 

The biggest troublemaker you'll probably ever have to deal with, watches you from the mirror every mornin. - 

Anonymous 

The brain is a commodity used to fertilize ideas. - Elbert Hubbard 

The cure for boredom is curiosity. There is no cure for curiosity. - Dorothy Parker 

The difference between false memories and true ones is the same as for jewels - It is always the false ones that 

look the most real, the most brilliant. - Salvador Dali 

The difference between genius and stupidity is that genius has its limits. - Anonymous 

The first method for estimating the intelligence of a ruler is to look at the men he has around him. - Niccolo 

Machiavelli 

The heart should have fed upon the truth, as insects on a leaf, ti ll it be tinged with the color, and show its food in 

every...minutest fiber. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

The history of thought may be summed up in these words: it is absurd by what it seeks and great by what it finds. - 

Paul Valery 

The horror of that moment', the King went on, 'I shall never, never forget!' 'You will, though,' the Queen said, 'if 

you don't make a memorandum of it.' - Lewis Carroll 



The important thing is not to stop questioning. - Albert Einstein 

The inner fire is the most important thing mankind possesses. - Edith Sodergran 

The key to wisdom is knowing all the right questions. - John A. Simone, Sr 

The most merciful thing in the world, I think, is the inability of the human mind to correlate all its contents. - H. P. 

Lovecraft 

The need to be right all the time is the biggest bar there is to new ideas. It is better to have enough ideas for some 

of them to be wrong than to always be right by having no ideas at all. - Edward de Bono 

The object of opening the mind, as of opening the mouth, is to close it again on something solid. - G.K.Chesterton 

The one thing that unites all human beings, regardless of age, gender, religion or ethnic background, is that we all 

believe we are above-average drivers. - Dave Barry 

The only reason people get lost in thought is because it's unfamiliar territory. - Anonymous 

The only stupid question, is one not asked. - Anonymous 

The purpose of psychology is to give us a completely different idea of the things we know best. - Paul Valery 

The right half of the brain controls the left half of the body. This means that only left handed people are in their 

right mind. - Anonymous 

The rule is perfect: in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane. - Mark Twain 

The smaller the mind the greater the conceit. - Aesop 

The trouble with having an open mind, of course, is that people will insist on coming along and trying to put things 

in it. - Terry Pratchett 

The trouble with the world is that the stupid are cocksure and the intelligent are full of doubt. - Bertrand Russell 

There are no stupid questions, but there are a lot of inquisitive idiots. - Larry Kersten 

There are some ideas so wrong that only a very intelligent person could believe in them. - George Orwell 

There are two kinds of people who never amount to much: those who cannot do what they are told, and those 

who can do nothing else. - Cyrus Curtis 

There are various sorts of curiosity; one is from interest, which makes us desire to know that which may be useful 

to us; and the other, from pride which comes from the wish to know what others are ignorant of. - Francois de La 

Rochefoucauld 

There are well-dressed foolish ideas just as there are well-dressed fools. - Nicolas de Chamfort 

There is no exception to the rule that every rule has an exception. - James Thurber 

There is no terror in the bang, only in the anticipation of it. - Alfred Hitchcock 

There is nobody so irritating as somebody with less intelligence and more sense than we have. - Don Herold 

There's a fine l ine between genius and insanity. I have erased this l ine. - Oscar Levant 

Those who corrupt the public mind are just as evil as those who steal from the public purse.  - Adlai Stevenson 

Those who never retract their opinions love themselves more than they love truth. - Joseph Joubert 

Those who understand only what can be explained understand very l ittle. - Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach 



Though intelligence is powerless to modify character, it is a dab hand at finding euphemisms for its weaknesses. - 

Quentin Crisp 

Tis not every question that deserves an answer. - Thomas Fuller 

To generalize is to be an idiot. - William Blake 

To have doubted one's own first principles is the mark of a civilized man. - Oliver Wendell Holmes 

To obtain a man's opinion of you, make him mad. - Oliver Wendell Holmes 

To profit from good advice requires more wisdom than to give it. - J.C.Collins 

To understand is to perceive patterns. - Isaiah Berlin 

To wear your heart on your sleeve isn't a very good plan; you should wear it inside, where it functions best. - 

Margaret Thatcher 

Truly great madness cannot be achieved without significant intelligence. - Henrik Tikkanen 

We are so vain that we even care for the opinion of those we don't care for. - Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach 

We cannot wish for that we know not. - Voltaire 

We cling to our own point of view, as though everything depended on it. Yet our opinions have no permanence; 

l ike autumn and winter, they gradually pass away. - Chuang Tzu 

We do not remember days; we remember moments. - Cesare Pavese 

We must love them both, those whose opinions we share and those whose opinions we reject. For both have 

labored in the search of truth and both have helped us in the finding of it. - St. Thomas Aquinas 

Well,' Brahma said, 'even after ten thousand explanations, a fool is no wiser, but an intelligent man requires only 

two thousand five hundred.' - Mahabharata 

When the going gets weird, the weird turn pro. - Hunter S. Thompson 

Whenever there is a simple error that most laymen fall for, there is always a slightly more sophisticated version of 

the same problem that experts fall for. - Amos Tversky 

Where the telescope ends the microscope begins, and who can say which has the wider vision? - Victor Hugo 

Wisdom begins in wonder. - Socrates 

Wisdom is oft times nearer when we stoop than when we soar. - William Wordsworth 

Wisdom is the quality that keeps you from getting into situations where you need it. - Doug Larson 

Wisdom is the reward you get for a l ifetime of l istening when you'd have preferred to talk. - Doug Larson 

Without leaps of imagination or dreaming, we lose the excitement of possibilities. Dreaming, after all, is a form of 

planning. - Gloria Steinem 

Yet a man may love a paradox, without losing either his wit or his honesty. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

You cannot fashion a wit out of two half-wits. - Neil Kinnock 

You can't depend on your eyes when your imagination is out of focus. - Mark Twain 

You go to a psychiatrist when you're slightly cracked and keep going until you're completely broke. - Anonymous 

You know that children are growing up when they start asking questions that have answers. - John J. Plomp 



Truths/Lies/Honesty 

A half-truth is usually half of that. - Bern Williams 

A lie is a very poor substitute for the truth, but the only one known to date. - Ambrose Bierce 

A lie is an abomination unto the Lord and a very present help in time of trouble. - Adlai Stevenson 

A person who takes smug pride in telling the blunt truth is a sadist, not a saint. - Robert A. Heinlein 

A scientific truth does not triumph by convincing its opponents and making them see the light, but rather because 

its opponents eventually die and a new generation grows up that is familiar with it. - Maxwell Planck 

A truth that's told with bad intent beats all the lies you can invent. - William Blake 

All truth passes through three stages. First, it is ridiculed. Second, it is violently opposed. Third, it is accepted as 

being self-evident. - Arthur Schopenhauer 

All  truths are easy to understand once they are discovered; the point is to discover them. - Galileo Galilei 

Any truth is better than indefinite doubt. - Arthur Conan Doyle 

Anyone can tell the truth, but only very few of us can make epigrams. - William Somerset Maugham 

As scarce as truth is, the supply has always been in excess of the demand. - Josh Billings 

Autobiography is an unrivaled vehicle for telling the truth about other people. - Philip Guedalla 

Believe those who are seeking the truth. Doubt those who find it. - Andre Gide 

Dispassionate objectivity is itself a passion, for the real and for the truth. - Abraham Maslow 

Do they believe their cause so just that they are above and beyond the truth? - Walter Hickel 

During times of universal deceit, telling the truth becomes a revolutionary act. - George Orwell 

Facts and truth really don't have much to do with each other. - William Faulkner 

Facts do not cease to exist because they are ignored. - Aldous Huxley 

Fear those prepared to die for the truth, for as a rule they make many others die with them, often before them, at 

times instead of them. - Umberto Eco 

Fiction reveals truth that reality obscures. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Half a truth is often a great l ie. - Benjamin Franklin 

Honesty is the best policy, but insanity is a better defense. - Steve Landesberg 

I have a theory that the truth is never told during the nine-to-five hours. - Hunter S. Thompson 

I have too much respect for the truth to drag it out on every trifling occasion. - Mark Twain 

If I were two-faced, would I be wearing this one? - Abraham Lincoln 



If something is real, then it's real and you're not to blame. - Umberto Eco 

If two things don't fit, but you believe both of them, thinking that somewhere, hidden, there must be a third thing 

that connects them, that's credulity. - Umberto Eco 

If you add to the truth, you subtract from it. - The Talmud 

If you are out to describe the truth, leave elegance to the tailor. - Albert Einstein 

If you have to l ie to someone, it's their fault. - Toni Schmitt 

If you tell  a big enough lie and tell it frequently enough, it will be believed. - Adolf Hitler 

If you're going to tell people the truth, be funny or they'll kill you. - Billy Wilder 

In earlier times they had no statistics, and so they had to fall back on lies. - Stephen Leacock 

In order that all men may be taught to speak truth, it is necessary that all l ikewise should learn to hear it. - Samuel 

Johnson 

In the province of the mind, what one believes to be true either is true or becomes true. - John Lilly 

It is always the best policy to speak the truth, unless, of course, you are an exceptionally good liar. - Jerome K. 

Jerome 

It is good to have an end to journey toward, but it is the journey that matters in the end. - Ursula K. Le Guin 

It is hard to believe that a man is telling the truth when you know that you would lie if you were in his place. - 

H.L.Menchen 

It is more from carelessness about truth than from intentional lying, that there is so much falsehood in the world. - 

Samuel Johnson 

It is one thing to wish to have the truth on our side; and another to wish sincerely to be on the side of truth. - 

Richard Whately 

It takes two to speak the truth: one to speak, and another to hear. - Henry David Thoreau 

It’s easier to believe a lie that one has heard a thousand times than to believe a fact that no one has heard before. 

- Anonymous 

It’s not the oath that makes us believe the man, but the man who says the oath. - Aeschylus 

Lies tarnish the soul. - Anonymous 

Man does not l ive by words alone, despite the fact that sometimes he has to eat them.  - Adlai Stevenson 

Man is least himself when he talks in his own person. Give him a mask, and he will tell you the truth. - Oscar Wilde 

Moral certainty is always a sign of cultural inferiority. - H.L. Mencken 

Nagging is the repetition of unpalatable truths. - Edith Clara Summerskill 



Nothing makes a fish bigger than almost being caught. - Anonymous 

People never l ie so much as after a hunt, during a war, or before an election. - Otto Bismarck 

Some men's words I remember so well that I must often use them to express my thought. Yes, because I perceive 

that we have heard the same truth, but they have heard it better. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Telling the truth to people who misunderstand you is generally promoting a falsehood, isn't it? - Anthony Hope 

That's not a l ie, it's a terminological inexactitude. - Alexander Haig 

The absent are never without fault, nor the present without excuse. - Benjamin Franklin 

The forceps of our minds are clumsy forceps, and crush the truth a l ittle in taking hold of it. - H. G. Wells 

The greatest of faults is to be conscious of none. - Carlyle 

The impossible often has a kind of integrity which the merely improbable lacks. - Douglas Adams 

The laws of probability, so true in general, so fallacious in particular. - Edward Gibbon 

The liar's punishment is not in the least that he is not believed, but that he cannot believe anyone else. - George 

Bernard Shaw 

The nearest to perfection most people ever come is when fi lling out an employment application. - Anonymous 

The object of oratory alone in not truth, but persuasion. - Thomas B. Macaulay 

The opposite of a correct statement is a false statement. But the opposite of a profound truth may well be another 

profound truth. - Niels Bohr 

The pure and simple truth is rarely pure and never simple. - Oscar Wilde 

The real hero is always a hero by mistake; he dreams of being an honest coward like everybody else. - Umberto 

Eco 

The secret of l ife is honesty and fair dealing. If you can fake that, you've got it made. - Groucho Marx 

The shortest route from one point to another is the straight line, but they really must face each other. - Pierre Dac 

The simple truth is that balding African-American men look cool when they shave their heads, whereas balding 

white men look like giant thumbs. - Dave Barry 

The trouble with facts is that there are so many of them. - Samuel McChord Crothers 

The trouble with our laws these days is that the criminals know their rights better than their wrongs. - Anonymous 

The truth hurts - maybe not as much as jumping on a bike with the seat missing - Frank Drebin 

The truth is, a great mind must be androgynous. - Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

The truth is, hardly any of us have ethical energy enough for more than one really inflexible point of honor. - 

George Bernard Shaw 



The victor will never be asked if he told the truth. - Adolf Hitler 

There are no whole truths; all truths are half- truths. It is trying to treat them as whole truths that plays the devil. - 

Alfred Whitehead 

There are three truths: my truth, your truth, and the truth. - Chinese Proverb 

There is a difference between imitating a good man and counterfeiting him. - Benjamin Franklin 

There is only one way to achieve happiness on this terrestrial ball; and that is to have either a clear conscience or 

none at all. - Ogden Nash 

There's a perfectly good explanation for this, which I'll make up later. - Mel Brooks 

To treat your facts with imagination is one thing, to imagine your facts is another. - John Burroughs 

Truth is beautiful, without doubt; but so are l ies. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Truth is incontrovertible. Panic may resent it; ignorance may deride it; malice may distort it; but there it is. - 

Winston Churchill 

Truth is mighty and will prevail. There is nothing wrong with this, except that it ain't so. - Mark Twain 

Truth is stranger than fiction, but it is because Fiction is obliged to stick to possibilities; Truth isn't. - Mark Twain 

Truth is the most valuable thing we have. Let us economize it. - Mark Twain 

Truth, after all, wears a different face to everybody, and it would be too tedious to wait till all were agreed. - James 

Russell Lowell 

What a word is truth. Slippery, tricky, unreliable. I tried in these books to tell the truth. - Lil lian Hellman 

What we see depends mainly on what we look for. - John Lubbock 

What you don't see with your eyes, don't invent with your mouth. - Jewish Proverb 

When a thing is funny, search it carefully for a hidden truth. - George Bernard Shaw 

Why shouldn't truth be stranger than fiction? Fiction, after all, has to make sense. - Mark Twain 

You can't run away from trouble. There ain't no place that far. - Uncle Remus 

Work/Success/Failure 

A conference is a gathering, of important people, who single can do nothing, but together can decide that nothing 

can be done. - Fred Allen 

A horse gallops with his lungs, Perseveres with his heart, and wins with his character. - Federico Tesio 

A house unkempt cannot be so distressing as a l ife unlived. - Dame Rose Macaulay 

A life spent in constant labor is a l ife wasted, save a man be such a fool as to regard a fulsome obituary notice as 

ample reward. - George Jean Nathan  



A man is a success if he gets up in the morning and goes to bed at night and in between does what he wants to do. 

- Bob Dylan 

A man is indifferent to applause when he is confident of success. - Alec Waugh 

A man's l ife is interesting primarily when he has failed - I well know. For it's a sign that he tried to surpass himself. - 

Georges Clemenceau 

A perfect method of adding drama to l ife is to wait until the deadline looms large. - Alyce P. Cornyn-Selby 

A real job is a job you hate. - Bill Watterson 

A rock pile ceases to be a rock pile the moment a single man contemplates it, bearing within him the image of a 

cathedral. - Antoine De Saint-Exupery 

A ship in harbor is safe but that's not what ships are for. - John A. Shedd 

A steady job is at least as deleterious to the spirit of bachelorhood as a steady date. Some jobs are worse than 

actual wives. - P.J.O'Rourke 

A true friend is one who overlooks your failures and tolerates your success! - Doug Larson 

Accomplishing the impossible only means the boss will add it to your regular duties. - Doug Larson 

Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does. - William James 

Action speaks louder than words but not nearly as often. - Mark Twain 

Adversity cause some men to break; others to break records. - William A. Ward 

After all is said and done, a lot more will have been said than done. - Anonymous 

All jobs are easy to the person who doesn't have to do them. - Holt's Law 

All the world loves a good loser. - Kin Hubbard 

Along with success comes a reputation for wisdom. - Euripides 

Always behave like a duck keep calm and unruffled on the surface but paddle like the devil underneath. - Jacob 

Braude 

Always do whatever is next. - George Carlin 

Ambition is the last refuge of the failure. - Oscar Wilde 

An amateur practices until he gets it right. A professional practices until he never gets it wrong. - Anonymous 

An expert is someone called in at the last minute to share the blame. - Sam Ewing 

An idea not coupled with action will never get any bigger than the brain cell it occupied. - Arnold Glasgow 

And while the law [of competition] may be sometimes hard for the individual, it is best for the race, because it 

ensures the survival of the fittest in every department. - Andrew Carnegie 

Any coward can fight a battle when he's sure of winning; but give me the man who has the pluck to fight when he's 

sure of losing. - George Eliot 

Anything not worth doing is worth not doing well. Think about it. - Elias Schwartz 

Be like a duck, Remain calm on the surface and paddle like hell underneath. - Michael Caine 

Begin at the beginning and go on till you come to the end; then stop. - Lewis Carroll 



Blessed is he who has found his work; let him ask no other blessedness. - Thomas Carlyle 

Blessed is the person who is too busy to worry in the daytime and too sleepy to worry at night. - Anonymous 

By working faithfully eight hours a day you may eventually get to be boss and work twelve hours a day. - Robert 

Frost 

Competition brings out the best in products and the worst in people. - David Sarnoff 

Delegating work works, provided the one delegating works, too. - Robert Half 

Do the duty which lies nearest to you, the second duty will then become clearer. - Thomas Carlyle 

Do your job and demand your compensation - but in that order. - Cary Grant 

Don't be afraid of missing opportunities. Behind every failure is an opportunity somebody wishes they had missed. 

- Lily Tomlin 

Don't be in a hurry to condemn because he doesn't do what you do or think as you think or as fast. There was a 

time when you didn't know what you know today. - Malcolm X 

Don't confuse fame with success. Madonna is one; Helen Keller is the other. - Erma Bombeck 

Don't think of retiring from the world until the world will be sorry that you retire. - Samuel Johnson 

Each player must accept the cards l ife deals him or her: but once they are in hand, he or she alone must decide 

how to play the cards in order to win the game. - Voltaire 

Eighty percent of success is showing up. - Woody Allen 

Elegance is not a dispensable luxury but a quality that decides between success and failure. - Edsger Dijkstra 

Ennui has made more gamblers than avarice, more drunkards than thirst, and perhaps as many suicides as despair. 

- C.C.Colton 

Even if you're on the right track, you'll get run over if you just sit there. - Will Rogers 

Every horse thinks its own pack heaviest. - Thomas Fuller 

Every now and then go away, have a l ittle relaxation, for when you come back to your work your judgment will be 

surer. Go some distance away because then the work appears smaller and more of it can be taken in at a glance 

and a lack of harmony and proportion is more readily seen. - Leonardo Da Vinci 

Exhibit pride in your work and humility in your accomplishments. - Anonymous 

Experience is recognizing what didn't work last time either. - Anonymous 

Failure is not a single, cataclysmic event. You don't fail overnight. Instead, failure is a few errors in judgment, 

repeated every day. - Jim Rohn 

Failure is not our only punishment for laziness; there is also the success of others. - Jules Renard 

Failure isn't fatal, and success isn't final. - Don Shula 

Farming looks mighty easy when your plow is a pencil and you're a thousand miles from the corn field. - Dwight D 

Eisenhower 

Footprints on the sands of time are not made by sitting down. - Anonymous 

Furious activity is no substitute for understanding. - H. H. Williams 



Gardens are not made by singing 'Oh, how beautiful,' and sitting in the shade. - Rudyard Kipling 

Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety nine percent perspiration. - Thomas Alva Edison 

Good ideas are common - what's uncommon are people who'll work hard enough to bring them about. - Ashleigh 

Bril liant 

Good, better, best; never let it rest ti l l your good is better and your better is best. - Anonymous 

Great deeds are usually wrought at great risks. - Herodotus 

Great opportunities come to those who make the most of small ones. - Anonymous 

Great things are not done by impulse, but by a series of small things brought together. - Vincent Van Gogh 

Greatness l ies not in being strong, but in the right use of strength. - Henry Ward Beecher 

Hard work is the best remedy for all of l ife's trials. - Anonymous 

Hard work pays off in the future, laziness pays off now. - Steven Wright 

Hard work spotlights the character of people: some turn up their sleeves, some turn up their noses, and some 

don't turn up at all. - Sam Ewing 

Have no fear of perfection, you'll never reach it. - Salvador Dali 

He that is good for making excuses is seldom good for anything else. - Benjamin Franklin 

He who has a why to l ive can bear almost any how. - Friedrich Nietzsche 

Hold yourself responsible for a higher standard than anybody expects of you. - Henry Ward Beecher 

How you think when you lose determines how long it will be until you win. - G.K.Chesterton 

However beautiful the strategy, you should occasionally look at the results. - Sir Winston Churchill 

I do not suppose I shall be remembered for anything. But I don't think about my work in those terms. It is just as 

vulgar to work for the sake of posterity as to work for the sake of money. - Orson Welles 

I don't know the key to success but I know the key to failure is trying to please everybody. - Anonymous 

I don't know the key to success, but the key to failure is to try to please everyone. - Bill Cosby 

I have not failed. I've just found 10,000 ways that won't work. - Thomas Alva Edison 

I honestly think it is better to be a failure at something you love than to be a success at something you hate. - 

George Burns 

I l ike work; it fascinates me. I can sit and look at it for hours. - Jerome K. Jerome 

I long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty to accomplish small tasks as if they were great 

and noble. - Helen Keller 

I work until beer o'clock. - Stephen King 

If a thing is worth doing, it is worth doing badly. - G.K.Chesterton 

If at first you don't succeed, before you try again, stop to figure out what you did wrong. - Leo Rosten 

If work is so terrific, how come they have to pay you to do it? - Anonymous 

If you aren't fired with enthusiasm, you will be fired with enthusiasm. - Vince Lombardi 



If you blame others for your failures, do you also credit them for your successes? - Anonymous 

If you can't be a good example, then you'll just have to be a horrible warning. - Catherine Aird 

If you can't learn to do it well, learn to enjoy doing it badly. - Anonymous 

If you can't stand the heat stay out of the kitchen. - Harry S Truman 

If you deliberately plan on being less than you are capable of being, then I warn you that you'll be unhappy for the 

rest of your l ife. - Abraham Maslow 

If you don't believe in the resurrection of the dead, look at any office at quitting time. - Robert Townsend 

If you don't know where you are going, you might wind up someplace else. - Yogi Berra 

If you don't try, you can't fail or succeed. - Anonymous 

If you don't want to work you have to work to earn enough money so that you won't have to work. - Ogden Nash 

If you take responsibility for yourself you will develop a hunger to accomplish your dreams. - Les Brown 

In a culture that relentlessly promotes avarice and excess as the good life, a person happy doing his own work is 

usually considered an eccentric, if not a subversive. Ambition is only understood if it's to rise to the top of some 

imaginary ladder of success. Someone who takes an undemanding job because it affords him the time to pursue 

other interests and activities is considered a flake. A person who abandons a career in order to stay home and 

raise children is considered not to be living up to his potential-as if a job title and salary are the sole measure of 

human worth. You'll be told in a hundred ways, some subtle and some not, to keep climbing, and never be 

satisfied with where you are, who you are, and what you're doing. - Bill Watterson 

In case of fire, don't panic. Simply flee the building with the same reckless abandon that occurs each day at quitting 

time. - Anonymous 

In doing what we ought; we deserve no praise. - Saint Augustine 

In great attempts, it is glorious even to fail. - Cassius 

In the final analysis, the one quality that all successful people have... is the ability to take on responsibility. - 

Michael Korda 

In theory there is no difference between theory and practice. In practice there is. - Yogi Berra 

In this age, which believes that there is a short cut to everything, the greatest lesson to be learned is that the most 

difficult way is, in the long run, the easiest. - Henry Miller 

Initiative is doing the right thing without being told. - Victor Hugo 

It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit. - Harry S Truman 

It is better to deserve honors and not have them than to have them and not deserve them. - Mark Twain 

It is better to regret what you have done than what you have not. - Anonymous 

It is difficult to understand how a pyramid is built from sitting on the top of it. - Anonymous 

It is easier to appear worthy of a position one does not hold, than of the office which one fi lls. - Francois de La 

Rochefoucauld 

It is not wealth one asks for, but just enough to preserve one's dignity, to work unhampered, to be generous, frank 

and independent. - William Somerset Maugham 



It isn't the hours you put in, but what you put IN the hours. - Anonymous 

It isn't the load that breaks us down; it's the way we carry it. - Anonymous 

It matters not whether you win or lose; what matters is whether I win or lose. - Darrin Weinberg 

It often happens that an early success is a greater moral hazard than an early failure. - Halford E. Luccock 

It takes less time to do a thing right than explain why you did it wrong. - Henry Longfellow 

It usually takes a long time to find a shorter way. - Anonymous 

It was one of those perfect summer days - the sun was shining, a breeze was blowing, the birds were singing and 

the lawnmower was broken. - James Dent 

It’s difficult to say what is impossible, for the dream of yesterday is the hope for tomorrow. - Robert H. Goddard 

It’s hard to fail, but it's worse never to have tried to succeed. - Anonymous 

It’s not what you were, but what you are. - Anonymous 

It’s very hard to win when your thoughts turn to losing. - Anonymous 

It's hard to lose when your standards are so low. - John A. Simone, Sr 

It's kind of fun to do the impossible. - Walt Disney 

It's not enough to be busy... The question is: what are we busy about? - Henry David Thoreau 

It's pretty hard to be efficient without being obnoxious. - Kin Hubbard 

It's the job that's never started takes longest to finish. - J. R. R. Tolkien 

I've missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I've lost almost 300 games. 26 times, I've been trusted to take the 

game winning shot and missed. I've failed over and over and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed. - 

Michael Jordan 

Just because you are a perfectionist doesn't mean you are perfect. - Jack Nicholson 

Lead, follow, or get out of the way. - Thomas Paine 

Make measurable progress in reasonable time. - Jim Rohn 

Man who waits for roast duck to fly into mouth must wait very, very long time. - Jules Renard 

Many a good man has failed because he had his wishbone where his backbone should have been. - Anonymous 

Many of l ife's failures are people who did not realize how close they were to success when they gave up. - Thomas 

Alva Edison 

Mediocrity knows nothing higher than itself; but talent instantly recognizes genius. - Arthur Conan Doyle 

Men who try to do something and fail are infinitely better than those who try to do nothing and succeed. - L. Jones 

Most people have the will to win, few have the will to prepare to win. - Bobby Knight 

My biggest problem is what to do about all the things I can't do anything about. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

My play was a complete success. The audience was a failure. - Ashleigh Brilliant 

Never measure the height of a mountain until you have reached the top. Then you will see how low it was. - Dag 

Hammarskjold 



Never mistake motion for action. - Ernest Hemingway 

Never tell  people how to do things. Tell them what to do and they will surprise you with their ingenuity. - George S. 

Patton 

No great man ever complains of want of opportunity. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

No man goes before his time - unless the boss leaves early. - Groucho Marx 

No man is a failure who is enjoying life. - William Feather 

No one ever died from sleeping in an unmade bed. - Erma Bombeck 

No one ever says, 'It's only a game,' when their team is winning. - Anonymous 

No vacation goes unpunished. - Karl A. Hakkarainen 

Nobody who takes on anything big and tough can afford to be modest. - Orson Welles 

Not doing more than average is what keeps the average down. - William M. Winans 

Not failure, but low aim, is crime. - James Russell Lowell 

Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Nothing in this world can take the place of persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful 

people with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education will not; the world is full of 

educated derelicts. Persistence and determination alone are omnipotent. - Calvin Coolidge 

Nothing is impossible for the man who doesn't have to do it himself. - A. H. Weiler 

Nothing is more terrible than to see ignorance in action. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Nothing is really work unless you would rather be doing something else. - J. M. Barrie 

Nothing is so embarrassing as watching someone do something that you said couldn't be done. - Sam Ewing 

One should always play fairly when one has the winning cards. - Oscar Wilde 

Only those who dare to fail greatly can ever achieve greatly. - Robert Francis Kennedy 

Only those who decline to scramble up the career ladder are interesting as human beings. Nothing is more boring 

than a man with a career. - Alexander Solzhenitzyn 

Opportunities are seldom labeled. - John A. Shedd 

Opportunity may knock, but you must open the door. - Anonymous 

People forget how fast you did a job -- but they remember how well you did it. - Howard W. Newton 

People say hard work never killed anyone, but I say why should I take the chance. - Anonymous 

People seldom improve when they have no other model but themselves to copy after. - Oliver Goldsmith 

People who say it cannot be done should not interrupt those who are doing it. - George Bernard Shaw 

Pick battles big enough to matter, small enough to win. - Jonathan Kozol 

Please do not shoot the pianist. He is doing his best. - Oscar Wilde 

Preudhomme's Law of Window Cleaning: It's on the other side. - Anonymous 

Progress is not created by contented people. - Frank Tyger 



Quality means doing it right when no one is looking. - Henry Ford 

Responsibilities gravitate to the person who can shoulder them. - Tom Stoppard 

Results? Why man, I have gotten a lot of results. I know 50,000 things that won't work. - Thomas Alva Edison 

Second guessing is much easier than speculating under pressure. - Anonymous 

Show me a good loser and I'll show you a man playing golf with his boss. - Anonymous 

Show me a thoroughly satisfied man and I will show you a failure. - Thomas Alva Edison 

Some folks can look so busy doing nothing that they seem indispensable. - Kin Hubbard 

Some people say they can do a little bit of everything… very little. - Anonymous 

Some people see things that are and ask, Why? Some people dream of things that never were and ask, Why not? 

Some people have to go to work and don't have time for all that. - George Carlin 

Sometimes I worry about being a success in a mediocre world. - Lily Tomlin 

Success always occurs in private, and failure in full view. - Anonymous 

Success and failure are both difficult to endure. Along with success come drugs, divorce, fornication, bullying, 

travel, medication, depression, neurosis and suicide. With failure comes failure. - Joseph Heller 

Success has a thousand parents. Failure is an orphan. - Ciano 

Success in love consists not so much in finding the one person who can make you happy, as in escaping the many 

who could make you miserable. - Anonymous 

Success is a lousy teacher. It seduces smart people into thinking they can't lose. - Bill Gates 

Success is achieved by developing our strengths, not by eliminating our weaknesses. - Marilyn vos Savant 

Success is doing ordinary things extraordinarily well. - Jim Rohn 

Success took me to her bosom like a maternal boa constrictor. - Noel Coward 

Success usually comes to those who are too busy to be looking for it. - Henry David Thoreau 

The best leaders inspire by example. When that's not an option, brute i ntimidation works pretty well, too. - Larry 

Kersten 

The best way to predict your future is to create it. - Anonymous 

The defeat has taught me a lesson, but I'm not quite sure what it is. - John McEnroe 

The distance between insanity and genius is measured only by success. - James Bond 

The executive exists to make sensible exceptions to general rules. - Elting E. Morison 

The great composer does not set to work because he is inspired, but becomes inspired because he is working. 

Beethoven, Wagner, Bach and Mozart settled down day after day to the job in hand with as much regularity as an 

accountant settles down each day to his figures. They didn't waste time waiting for inspiration. - Ernest Newman 

The greater danger for most of us is not that our aim is too high and we miss it, but that it is too low and we reach 

it. - Michelangelo 

The hardest thing in life is to know which bridge to cross and which to burn. - David Russell 

The highest reward for a person's toil is not what he gets for it, but what he becomes by it. - John Ruskin 



The impossible is often the untried. - Jim Goodwin 

The key to being a good manager is keeping the people who hate me away from those who are still undecided. - 

Casey Stengel  

The Law of Diminishing Intent: The longer you wait to do something that you know we should do now, the greater 

the chances are it will never actually get done. - Anonymous 

The love of l ife is necessary to the vigorous prosecution of any undertaking. - Samuel Johnson 

The more you want to rise, the more you have to keep your feet on the ground. Every tree will tell you so. - Michel 

Tournier 

The only way to avoid being miserable is not to have enough leisure to wonder whether you are happy or not. - 

George Bernard Shaw 

The penalty of success is to be bored by people who used to snub you. - Nancy Astor 

The reason why worry kills more people than work is that more people worry than work. - Robert Frost 

The road to ruin is lined with easy ways out. - Ron Wodaski 

The Soviet constitution guarantees everyone a job. A pretty scary idea, I'd say. - P.J.O'Rourke 

The thermometer of success is merely the jealousy of the malcontents. - Salvador Dali 

The trouble with doing something right the first time is that nobody appreciates how difficult it was. - Anonymous 

The trouble with Ireland is that it's a country full of genius, with absolutely no talent. - Hugh Leonard 

The trouble with the rat race is that even if you win, you're still a rat. - Lily Tomlin 

The true champion believes in the impossible. - Anonymous 

The true champion loses many battles before winning the war. - Anonymous 

The true measure of your worth includes all the benefits others have gained from your success. - Cullen Hightower 

The way to get things done is not to mind who gets the credit for doing them. - Benjamin Jowett 

The whole point of getting things done is knowing what to leave undone. - Oswald Chambers 

The will to win is not nearly so important as the will to prepare to win. - Anonymous 

The world is full of willing people; some willing to work, the rest willing to let them. - Robert Frost 

The world is moving so fast these days that the man who says it can't be done is generally interrupted by someone 

doing it. - Elbert Hubbard 

The world is so fast that there are days when the person who says it can't be done is interrupted by the person 

who is doing it. - Anonymous 

The world isn't interested in the storms you encountered, but whether or not you brought in the ship. - Raul 

Armesto 

There are no rules here we're trying to accomplish something. - Thomas Alva Edison 

There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, and learning from failure. - Colin L. 

Powell  

There are no shortcuts to any place worth going. - Anonymous 



There are some defeats more triumphant than victories. - Montaigne 

There is something much more scarce, something rarer than ability. It is the ability to recognize ability. - Robert 

Half 

There really isn't any such thing as good enough. There is your best, and there is everything else. - John Lescroart 

There's a way to do it better - find it! - Thomas Alva Edison 

There's no secret about success. Did you ever know a successful man who didn't tell you about it? - Kin Hubbard 

There's nothing to winning, really. That is, if you happen to be blessed with a keen eye, an agile mind, a nd no 

scruples whatsoever. - Alfred Hitchcock 

Thunder is good, thunder is impressive; but it is lightning that does the work. - Mark Twain 

To be pleased with one's limits is a wretched state. - Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

To climb steep hills requires slow pace at first. - William Shakespeare 

To demand more of yourself than you do of others is the first step on any ladder of success. - Anonymous 

To invent, you need a good imagination and a pile of junk. - Thomas Alva Edison 

To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children; to earn the 

appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate beauty, to find the best in 

others; to leave the world a l ittle better; whether by a healthy child, a garden patch or a redeemed social 

condition; to know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is the meaning of success. - 

Bessie Anderson Stanley 

To live without duties is obscene. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

To love what you do and feel that it matters - how could anything be more fun. - Katharine Graham 

To truly succeed, it is necessary to accept the world as it is and rise above it. - Anonymous 

Try not to become a man of success, but rather try to become a man of value. - Albert Einstein 

Victory goes to the player who makes the next-to-last mistake. - S. G. Tartakower 

We allow no geniuses around our Studio. - Walt Disney 

We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit. - Aristotle 

We cannot do everything at once, but we can do something at once. - Calvin Coolidge 

We judge ourselves by what we feel capable of doing, while others judge us by what we already have done. - 

Henry Longfellow 

What is the use of running if you are on the wrong road? - Anonymous 

Whatever is worth doing is worth doing well. - Stanhope 

When everything is coming your way, you're in the wrong lane. - Steven Wright 

When I was young, I observed that nine out of ten things I did were failures. So I did ten times more work. - George 

Bernard Shaw 

When the outcome of a meeting is to have another meeting, it has been a lousy meeting. - Herbert Hoover 

When you go in search of honey you must expect to be stung by bees. - Joseph Joubert 



When your work speaks for itself, don't interrupt. - Henry J. Kaiser 

While it is well enough to leave footprints on the sands of time, it is even more important to make sure they point 

in a commendable direction. - James Branch Cabell 

Win as if you were used to it, lose as if you enjoyed it for a change. - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Winners never quit and quitters never win. - Anonymous 

Winning isn't everything, but it beats anything that comes second. - Paul Bryant 

Work, the hobby of the hustler and the deadbeat's dread.' - P.G.Wodehouse 

Would those of you who say it can't be done, stop bothering those of us who are doing it. - Anonymous 

You cannot achieve the impossible without attempting the absurd. - Anonymous 

You can't build a reputation on what you're going to do. - Henry Ford 

You can't cross the sea merely by staring at the water. - Sir Rabindranath Tagore 

You should not confuse your career with your life. - Dave Barry 

Youth is not enough. And love is not enough. And success is not enough. And, if we could achieve it, enough would 

not be enough. - Mignon McLaughlin 


